


POWIIS –
ambition in action

Welcome from
The Principal
POWIIS is at an exciting stage in its development. Our reputation 
locally and internationally is growing. 

Top overseas universities regularly seek direct access to our students, knowing the quality of the school, 
and the skills and values we develop. 

Students and their parents are presented with many options for pre-university study, as institutions 
overseas and at home compete in a lucrative market.

We are proud to put before you what we believe to be the finest, and safest, route to future success.

Simon Leese | Principal

Truth • Wisdom • Integrity
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We look forward to sharing the POWIIS 
Sixth form with you.

“POWIIS is a great place to be as we have opened our new 
sixth form centre this year. This has made a huge difference to 
the life of a sixth former but also to our sixth form community. 
Our Sixth Form’s short existence has been characterised by 
endeavour, progress and achievement; we look forward to 
sharing the POWIIS Sixth form with you.”

From the Head of the Sixth Form, 
Adele Bowden:
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The Future Today

The Guardian, June 2015: 
‘Academic subjects alone won’t set every child up 
for life’

‘In the future being adaptable, able to learn how  
to learn, rather than learn how to remember, will 
be the only way of staying afloat in a swirling 
labour market’

There is ever greater emphasis on personal 
qualities - initiative, the ability to communicate 
ideas, to relate to others, to work cooperatively, 
to be flexible, to be creative. 

Universities report that despite high grades 
achieved at A levels, students are unprepared for 
university life:

The Independent, June 2016: 
‘Students heading into higher education are not 
being prepared for the transition from secondary 
school, concerned university admissions officers 
have said.’

At POWIIS we know adaptive 
intelligence and academic 
achievement very often go 
together. High grades are  
a selecting tool for the next  
stage, but they are not a  
reliable passport to success  
either in a career, or in life. 

The World Economic Forum lists the qualities 
needed in modern adult life.
 
‘New Vision for Education - Unlocking the Potential 
of Technology (2015)’
  
Functional Literacies
How students apply core skills to
everyday tasks
• Literacy
• Numeracy
• Scientific literacy
• ICT literacy
• Financial literacy
• Cultural and civic literacy

Competencies
How students approach
complex challenges
• Critical thinking/problem solving
• Creativity
• Communication
• Collaboration

Character Qualities
How students approach their
changing environment
• Curiosity
• Initiative
• Persistence/grit
• Adaptability
• Leadership
• Social and cultural awareness

WE DO IT ALL.
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A Levels
UK based A Level examinations are the most 
common qualification for students applying to UK 
universities, and are accepted in Australia, the US 
and all other popular destinations. There are many 
other examination systems around the world.

Another well-known programme is the 
International Baccalaureate (IB). A Levels and 
the IB differ in structure and content, and these 
differences may make one more suited to the 
needs of a given individual. 

Universities in the UK do not favour one or the other. 

Medical Sciences Division, University 
of Oxford:
‘We do not weight either of these qualifications 
as ‘better’ than the other, since both are eligible 

for entry, and all applications are considered very 
carefully on their individual merits.’

They specify requirements in each system and add:
‘As long as applicants fulfill these requirements 
(or equivalent) we do not hold any preference 
whatsoever for one type of qualification over 
another, and do not differentiate between 
applicants taking A-levels or the IB.’

‘The success rates for students applying with 
IB and students applying with A-levels are 
broadly similar.’

‘We would advise students to select the 
qualification   teaching style from which they would 
most benefit.’

Most institutions have a similar published position.

So why does POWIIS choose to 
offer A-levels?
The courses:
• A-levels are a reliable, established and 

universally recognised qualification.
• We offer a British style education.
• The school’s understanding of syllabuses, 

examination structures, the annual calendar, 
university entry requirements and the most 
effective methods of teaching is outstanding.

• Our teachers are familiar with, and experienced 
in, delivery of the courses.

• The assessment regime is clear, and effective.
• Our students are successful.

The bigger picture:
• We stress the ‘holistic’ educational model.
• Our students can focus on subjects in which 

they can achieve well, whilst also being able to 
engage with the whole range of co-curricular, 

self-development, leadership and cultural 
activities.

• In a vibrant school environment we offer 
the A level route  which follows seamlessly 
from IGCSEs.

University Entrance
The UK System 
In the UK students apply for university courses 
through the ‘University Central Admissions 
Service’ (UCAS), normally in Term 1 of year 13. 
The student can apply to up to five universities 
(four for medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
science) and an offer of a place is usually made 
based on specific grades that must be achieved. 
This may be a general offer such as ‘AAB’ or 
an offer that stipulates what grades must be 
achieved in particular subjects. Mostly the offer 
will be conditional on three grades. For the less 
competitive universities offers are quoted as point 
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2016 Headlines
One in three examinations was grade A* at IGCSE, more than half A*A, and three quarters A*- 
B! All percentages up on 2015, recognising the hard work and focus of staff and students. We 
are confident this upward trajectory will continue in 2017 with a strong (and very large) cohort 
of students entering year 11 after a successful first year of the course. We, of course, allow all 
students to enter all subjects of their choice, so the overall results are truly a reflection of the hard 
work of all.

Our A level students celebrated some outstanding successes and head off to top universities 
around the world. Yan Kit Tan is heading for University College London, to study Economics and 
Business with East European Studies, after securing A*A*A*A grades, Jia Qin Lim is off to the 
London School of Economics with his A*A*AA grades, and top of the table this year was Erin Chan 
with A*A*A*AA who is considering a wealth of options. Head Boy Vince De Leon has secured a 
prestigious music scholarship to the Berklee College of Music Boston Massachusetts in the USA 
which he has deferred while he completes a host of music projects and commissions here at 
home. 17 students are off to UK universities, others to Australia, the US and France. We wish all our 
alumni, as they set off for their many destinations, success and enjoyment. 

scores using the tariff table below. In this case 
the points are simply added together.

Grades A Level AS Level

  A* 140 -
A 120 60

B 100 50

C 80 40

D 60 30

E 40 20
 
Some courses require students to sit pretests. The 
Biomedical Admission Test (BMAT) is required 
for Medicine, Bio-Medical and some Veterinary 
Science courses at Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial, 
UCL and The Royal Veterinary College. The UK 
Clinical Admission Test (UKCAT) is required 
by virtually all other Schools of Medicine and 
Dentistry. The National Admission Test for Law 
(LNAT) is required at top institutions including 
Oxford, KCL, UCL, Nottingham, Bristol and 
Durham. The Thinking Skill Assessment (TSA) 

is used by Oxford for some subjects and by 
some Cambridge Colleges. Oxford may use the 
History Aptitude Test (HAT), the English Aptitude 
Test (ELAT), the Physics Aptitude Test (PAT) and 
other pre-tests based in part on the TSA. Some 
Cambridge colleges require candidates to take 
STEP (Sixth Term Entrance Papers) for some 
subjects. We assist candidates to check the 
requirement for individual courses.
 
The US System
The system for applying to universities in America 
is not as centralised as in the UK. A similar system 
to UCAS called the Common Applications System 
is used by over 450 universities. However, many 
require students to apply directly to the individual 
colleges and universities. Students seeking entry 
to American universities will also have to sit SATs 
(Standard Application Tests). For all universities 
General SATs must be taken which include 
general Mathematics, English and IQ style tests. 
Many universities also expect students to sit 
subject specific tests depending on the course 
that they are applying for. 
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UK

Aberystwyth University
Anglo-European College
of Chiropractic (AECC) 
Aston University
Bellerbys College
Brunel University London
City University, London
Heriot-Watt University
in Edinburgh
Hull University
Imperial College London

London School
of Economics
Queen Mary University
of London
University College London
University of Bath
University of Brighton
University of Bristol
University of Edinburgh
University of Exeter
University of Kingston

ASIA

ASEAN YOUTh Orchestra
Brickfields Asia College
HELP University
International Medical 
University
KDU College
(Penang Campus)
Melaka Manipal Medical 

College 
Multimedia University (MMU)
PTPL College
Taylor’s University
University of Hong Kong
University of Nottingham 
Malaysia
University of Osaka, Nagoya, 
Tohoku

US & CANADA

Berkley College of Music
Brown University
University of Alberta
University of British Columbia
University of Oregon
University of Rochester
Western Washington 
University
York University, Toronto

AUSTRALIA

University of Adelaide
University of Melbourne
University of Monash
University of Queensland
University of Tasmania

NEW ZEALAND

University of Auckland

University of Leicester
University of Manchester
University of Nottingham
University of St. Andrews
University of Warwick

Europe

Maastricht University
Tunon International School, 
France
University of Warsaw

Erin Chan

Erin thinks that POWIIS has given her the chance to really work and explore on her 
own. In her own words, she sums up her experience here:
“It’s not to say that there wasn’t any help from the teachers, because there definitely 
was (thank you! :D), but in the sense that I got as much (or as little) help as I wanted. 
I had the right amount of guidance, without it being overbearing in any way. Stock up 
on coffee, try to keep it together, and good luck.”

Jia Qin Lim

Jia Qin is going to the London School of Economics. He wanted to study in England 
at a top university which had excellent reviews for teaching and learning as well 
as enjoying a good student life. Studying Statistics with Finance, Jia Qin explains 
“I enjoyed studying Mathematics but wanted more of a well-rounded course that 
included humanitarian subjects as it would be more interesting.” Having only joined 
POWIIS in year 12, Jia Qin has been at POWIIS for a short time but feels that he has 
learnt a lot and praised the school and how much it has prepared him for the future. 

Kjestyn (KJ) Yee

Reflecting upon her time at POWIIS, KJ admits that the school has taught her some 
life lessons that she knows she will use in the future. For example, KJ has learnt to 
speak up when she is unsure of anything, also learning how to be more patient and 
how to overcome obstacles. KJ attributes these life lessons to the teachers she has 
met and something she will miss about not studying at POWIIS. 
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Many of our day students spend two hours 
travelling to and from school. For our boarders, it 
is nearer to 2 minutes. That is a lot of extra time to 
use well each and every day!

POWIIS has excellent facilities 
for boarders. Our spacious 
purpose built, individually air 
conditioned accommodation is  
the envy of most schools.

Sixth form students enjoy single rooms, access 
to recreational common rooms, kitchen facilities 
and quiet areas all within the halls. The school 
wi-fi system includes all student rooms and 
communal areas. All rooms have additional 
ethernet connections.

Dedicated hall staff are all full time teachers, willing 
and available to assist out of hours with study.

Domestic staff attend to all housekeeping matters, 
and provide medical cover when needed.

All meals are taken in the central refectory - 
all dietary needs can be accommodated, and 
boarding students meet with the caterers regularly 
to maintain our high standards.

The boarders have access to all school facilities in 
the evenings and weekends, as well as enjoying a 
full range of activities and excursions.

When our boarders leave us, they have made 
friends for life. And they have had a lot of fun! 
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Scholarships at POWIIS  
are competitive and highly 
prized. Scholarship awards  
are recorded in the press and  
in our own publications.
 
For entry into year 12, we offer the following:

For internal students moving from year 11 to 
year 12:
Up to 12 Senior Merit  scholarships, at levels 
prescribed in our current awards schedule with a 
maximum of 30% of tuition fees. The maximum 
eligible age is 17+. 

For external entrants to year 12 in September:
Applicants may be considered for an award if they 
show an exceptional track record of academic, 
sporting or performing arts achievement, and 
have the character, personality and ambition to 
make a significant impression of POWIIS in the 
two year course.

Up to 4 Senior Merit Scholarships, at levels 
prescribed in our current awards schedule with a 
maximum of 30% of tuition fees. The maximum 
eligible age is 17+.

For SPM entrants (January intake) 
The top students joining the school following 
SPM examinations will be awarded POWIIS 
SPM entry award, normally provided their 
performance is equal to or above a score of 35, 
calculated with the following formula (A+=4, 
A=3, A-=2). Awards will not be made until after 
confirmed results, but are backdated to the start 
of the year.

2 SPM Merit Scholarships at levels prescribed in 
our current awards schedule at 20% of tuition fees.

Discretionary fee assistance - Bursary awards
Parents of exceptional students who are unable 
to afford full fees may apply for a discretionary 
award. The application process requires a full 
disclosure of all relevant financial circumstances, 
supported by appropriate independent 
documentation, such as private or business 
accounts, salary information and tax returns. This 
information is treated in strictest confidence. 

(All scholarship awards are reviewed periodically, 
and continuation depends upon a student’s 
consistently good performance is all aspects of 
POWIIS life. Scholarship holders, at all levels in 
the school, are role models for others, and are 
highly regarded.)
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Coming together is a beginning; 
keeping together is progress; 
working together is success.

-Henry Ford 
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The Sixth Form Curriculum
We offer both depth and breadth. Normally, 
students begin with four subjects with the 
possibility of dropping to three at a later stage. 
Those taking Further Mathematics will often 
take five.

There is a free choice from the following subjects:

Mathematics Business Studies

†Further Mathematics Economics

Biology Design & Technology

Chemistry English Literature

Physics Geography

Psychology History

Art AS Mandarin Chinese

Music French 

Drama AS Global Perspectives
 
†Further Mathematics is an additional A level 
taken alongside A level Mathematics.
 
Sixth Formers will be required to continue with 
their chosen subjects unless they are advised to 
drop a subject by the school. 
 
Whilst every effort is made to accommodate all 
choices of subject combination, some may not be 
available because of timetabling constraints. This 
will be discussed with you. 

How do I choose how many subjects 
to take?
This has to be your decision and, in reality, it 
is unlikely to have a significant effect on your 
long-term future. You might like to consider your 
answers to the following:
 
• Am I not very strong academically?
• Are there other reasons why I will need more 

time? (eg. I am dyslexic, my English is not 
strong, I do a lot of music or sport, I wish to 
pursue my interest in computer coding)

• You should not be looking for ‘the easy route’. 
If you choose to study only three A levels, this 
should be so that you can work even harder on 
the subjects that you are doing. 

 
Think here about your interest and abilities in the 
subjects that you have chosen for A level rather 
than just your overall GCSE standard.
 
Qualification for the Sixth Form
Progression to the Sixth Form normally requires 
six IGCSEs at grade B, with passes (Grade C 
or above) in English Language, Mathematics 
and Science. It is also important to stress the 
desirability of a grade A or A* in those subjects 
to be taken at A level. Grade B or lower indicates 
that only moderate success is likely at A-level.

AS and A Level Qualifications
and Assessment
Details of the syllabuses and their subject codes 
can be found in the individual subject entries in this 
guide. For more information about each syllabus 
please visit Cambridge International Examinations 
at www.cie.org.uk or Edexcel at www.edexcel.com
 
An A Level is based on approximately 360 guided 
learning hours that can be either in or out of 
class. An AS Level, considered to be half of an A 

Level, has 180 guided learning hours. The AS level 
assessments are normally taken as the first half of 
A level. At POWIIS each AS and A level subject has 
approximately 5 hours of class time per week. 

Making Subject Choices
Aptitude and Interest
Consider subjects that interest you. Interest and 
aptitude are the first things to consider when 
making your choices.
 

Choosing A Levels 
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Higher Education and Careers 
Certain degree courses and careers require 
you to have studied particular subjects and it 
is important that these are researched before 
making choices. This information is readily 
available on university websites and through 
UCAS. Below is a selection of the requirements 
for certain courses at British universities:

Accountancy
There are usually no specific requirements although 
some universities may ask for Mathematics.

Architecture
Mathematics and/or Art A Level may be preferred 
or required. Physics may be desirable.

Actuarial Science
Mathematics is usually required and it may be 
helpful to study Further Mathematics as well.

Biomedical Science
Chemistry is usually required and frequently 
biology. Mathematics is useful and advisable 
for Oxbridge.

Business Studies
No particular subjects required, but mathematics 
often preferred. IGCSE mathematics at grade B or 
even grade A often required.

Chemistry
Chemistry is required and most courses require 
Mathematics and on other science.

Computer Science
Mathematics is often required. Further 
Mathematics is desirable for top applicants and 
essential for some institutions including Oxbridge.

Economics
Mathematics is often required, particularly for 
courses with large econometric element. Further 
Mathematics is strongly preferred at Cambridge. 
Bristol has made it clear that it expects applicants 
to study at least one essay subject at A level. 
Economics is not always required.

Engineering
Mathematics and Physics are usually required. 
Further Mathematics is usually essential for 
top applicants. Chemistry is required for Chemical 
Engineering

Law
Law does not require any specific subject, but 
does require very high grades.

Mathematics
A Levels in both Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics are usually required.

Medicine and Dentistry
Chemistry is required. Biology to AS is 
required. Biology A Level is required by many. 
We recommend that all prospective medical 
applicants study both Biology and Chemistry to 
A Level. One of Mathematics or Physics A Level 
may be required. Some medical schools prefer a 
contrasting third level subject. Work experience is 
a prerequisite.

Psychology
Some Psychology courses ask for one from 
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Veterinary Med
Chemistry and Biology are required, plus one other 
subject from the Sciences and Mathematics. 
Check the individual websites for veterinary 
schools/colleges as some specify all three A 
Level subjects. Work experience is a prerequisite. 
 
If you do not currently have a particular university 
course or career in mind we would encourage 
you to keep your options open for as long as 
possible. Maintain breadth and chose at least one 
contrasting subject. Choose subjects that may 
be requirements for specific university degrees, 
sometimes called ‘facilitating’ subjects. The most 
commonly required subjects for specific university 
degrees are Mathematics, Further Mathematics, 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geography, History, 
English Literature and Languages both classical 
and modern. 
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Studying art equips you with a whole set of transferable skills both for life and for a 
wide range of vocational areas. These include lateral thinking, creative problem solving, 
analytical and critical thinking, verbal reasoning, communication, risk taking, the ability to 
use your own initiative, time-management and organisation. This course will help you on 
your way to becoming a creative, imaginative and confident young person, prepared for 
the world of work with the ability to formulate your own opinions, make judgements and 
meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world. Many careers require artistic skills and 
a knowledge and appreciation of Art and Design. Every man-made object we see around 
us has been designed by someone and as fashion, styles and technology continue to 
change, so the opportunities for young people in the wide variety of design or art related 
jobs are increasing.

Course Aims 
Successful candidates gain lifelong skills, including:
• Communication skills, especially the ability to communicate concepts and feelings;
• How to record from direct observation and personal experience;
• The ability and confidence to experiment, be innovative, intuitive and imaginative;
• The language and technical terms used in art and design;
• Research and evaluation skills;
• An appreciation of practical design problems and how to solve these

Course Content 
A broad approach is taken, with drawing and painting at its centre, but it can also include 
printmaking, textiles, photography, mixed media and 3D work. Above all you will develop 
the necessary skills needed to produce creative, individual and high quality artwork. 
You will be encouraged to be inventive, independent and involved. In the majority of 
lessons you will be engaged in practical work; however, you will also explore the work 
of artists and designers, visit exhibitions, undertake independent study and use DVDs, 
the Internet and books.

Assessment

AS Level

Component 1 Controlled Test (15 hours)

Component 2 Coursework (one project and up to 4 sides of A1 preparatory work)

A Level

Component 3 Coursework (one project and up to 10 sides of A1 prep work + 
Sketchbook)

Component 4 Personal Study (Written study of up to 3500 words)

Previous Knowledge Required 
Art at A Level is an exciting and challenging subject. It is not a subject for the faint-
hearted nor is it for those who wish to be told what to do every step of the way. The 
level of commitment necessary is high and the practical nature of this course makes it 
time consuming.

IGCSE Art or an equivalent is not a prerequisite for A Level, but would be extremely 
helpful. The most important qualities needed at A Level are curiosity and commitment. 

Art Head of Department:

Mrs Farida Khan-Evans
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE 9704

Students should be able to demonstrate a good level of artistic ability, particularly 
observational drawing.

Subject Combinations
Art may be combined with both Arts and Science subjects.

Higher Education and Careers
It is the basic qualification for those hoping to follow degree courses in either Fine or 
Applied Arts: painting; printmaking; sculpture; graphic design, including advertising; 
scientific and technical illustration; information graphics and print technology; three 
dimensional design, including industrial design; furniture design; ceramics; interior design; 
theatre design; silversmithing and jewellery; fashion and textiles; film, photography and 
television. However, it should be noted that, at present, most Art colleges still prefer 
candidates to attend a Foundation course before selecting a degree course. Art is also 
valuable for a number of indirectly related careers such as Architecture, museum work, 
Arts administration, exhibition research and teaching.

Head of Science: 

Ms Anne Wilkinson
Course Code and Syllabus: 

Edexcel XBI01

Biology Head of Department: 

Ms Laura Richardson

The study of Biology is essentially the study of life and how it is scientifically explained. 
This means that all courses concentrate on the chemical and biological processes, which 
explain the formation of every aspect of life from individual cells to complex mammals. 
Courses also place emphasis on an understanding of how human actions affect other 
forms of life and the means by which these can be controlled. Students opting for 
Biology, therefore, need to recognise that they will not study just human biology but 
that much of their course will be concerned with plants and simple organisms as an 
understanding of these is essential if one is to understand more complicated life forms. 

Course Aims
This course aims to:
• Enable students to become confident citizens in a technological world, with an 

informed interest in scientific matters;
• Enable students to be suitably prepared for further studies in biological sciences.
• Develop abilities and skills that are relevant to the study and practice of biological 

science
• Develop attitudes relevant to biological science
• Stimulate interest in, and care for, the local and global environment, and help students 

to understand the need for conservation.
• Make students aware:

1. that scientific theories and methods have developed, and continue to develop, 
as a result of groups and individuals working together, and that biological science 
overcomes national boundaries;

2. that the study and practice of biology are affected and limited by social, economic, 
technological, ethical and cultural factors;

3. that the application of biological science may be both helpful and harmful to the 
individual, the community and the environment;

4. of the importance of using IT for communication, as an aid to experiments and as a 
tool for interpreting experimental and theoretical results.

5. stimulate students and give them a lasting interest in biology, so that they find 
studying biology to be enjoyable and satisfying.



Course Content

AS Level

Lifestyle, transport, genes and health; development, plants and the environment; 
practical biology and research skills.

A Level

The natural environment and species survival; energy, exercise and coordination; 
practical biology and investigative skills. 

Assessment

AS Level 

Unit 1 (1 hour 30 mins) Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health

Unit 2 (1 hour 30 mins) Development, Plants and The Environment

Unit 3 (1 hour 30 mins) Practical Biology and Research Skills

A Level

Unit 4 (1 hour 30 mins)                         The Natural Environment and Species Survival

Unit 5 (1 hour 45 mins)                         Energy, Exercise and Coordination

Unit 6 (1 hour 30 mins)                         Practical Biology and Investigative Skills

Previous Knowledge Required
IGCSE Double Award Science or an equivalent experience of Biology is essential as 
many aspects of the course build on prior knowledge. Previous study of Chemistry at 
IGCSE Double Award or equivalent is also recommended.

Subject Combinations
Taking Chemistry with Biology can be a help, particularly in the small amount of 
biochemistry that is studied, but it is by no means essential; many cope very well at both 
AS and A2 studying Biology on its own. Biology is often taken as a stand-alone science 
amongst a selection of Arts subjects as well as in a combination of Sciences. Taking 
Biology A level without Chemistry usually limits progress beyond school level.

Higher Education 
Biology is an important and sometimes essential A-level for further studies including 
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry and all degrees related to Biology. Chemistry is 
usually prerequisite for Biology degrees. 

Business 
Studies

Head of Department:

Mr Ian Grout
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE 9609

Why is a Starbucks latte more expensive in China than New York?  Why did Tesco form 
a joint venture with a Chinese food retailer? How can financial information be used to 
analyse the performance of a business? What motivates workers? These are the types 
of questions that would be answered in the study of Business at A Level. A case study 
approach is used as far as is possible and students will be able to develop problem 
solving skills by recommending solutions to the various issues affecting businesses and 
their owners in the rapidly changing world we face today.
 

Course Aims
The course aims to enable students to:
• Understand and appreciate the nature and scope of business, and the role of business 

in society.
• Develop critical understanding of organisations, the markets they serve and the 

process of adding value. This should involve consideration of the internal workings and 
management of organisations and, in particular, the process of decision-making in a 
dynamic external environment. Be aware that business behaviour can be studied from 
the perspective of a range of stakeholders including customers, managers, creditors, 
owners/shareholders and employees.

• Be aware of the economic, environmental, ethical, governmental, legal, social and 
technological issues associated with business activity.

• Develop skills in: 
1. decision-making and problem solving in the light of evaluation;
2. the quantification and management of information, where appropriate;
3. effective communication.

Course Content

AS Level

Unit 1 Business Enterprise, structures, size, objectives and stakeholders

Unit 2 Management and leadership, motivation and human resource management

Unit 3 Marketing research and marketing mix

Unit 4 The nature of operations, operations planning and inventory management

Unit 5 Business finance, sources of finance, costs, accounting fundamentals, 
forecasting cash flows and managing working capital

A Level

Unit 1 Business structure, size of business and external influence on business 
activity

Unit 2 Human resource management, organizational structure and business 
communication

Unit 3 Marketing planning, globalisation and international marketing

Unit 4 Operations planning, capacity utilization, lean production & quality 
management and project management

Unit 5 Costs, budgets, contents & analysis of published accounts and investment 
appraisal

Unit 6 Strategic management, analysis, choice and implementation

 Assessment

AS Level 

Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes) Short answer and essay - 40% 

Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes) Data response - 60% 

A Level

Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes) Short answer and essay - 20%

Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes) Data response - 30%

Paper 3 (3 hours) Case study - 50%
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Previous Knowledge Required
No prior knowledge of the subject is required although it is helpful if a student has a 
good command of the English language. There is an amount of new vocabulary and 
complexity of the language associated with the course.

Subject Combinations
Business can be combined with any subject, but it is usually advisable not to take both 
Economics and Business together because some admissions tutors are concerned 
about subject overlap and loss of breadth. 

Higher Education and Careers
Studying business at A level is not a requirement for Business Studies or Management 
Science at university, whilst IGCSE mathematics at Grade B or even A often are required 
and mathematics A level is often a natural choice.
 

Chemistry Head of Science: 

Ms Anne Wilkinson
Course Code and Syllabus: 

YCH01

Head of Chemistry: 

Ms Anne Wilkinson

Chemistry is the study of materials: how they are made, their properties, their uses and 
their interaction. Studying Chemistry at A Level provides students with a solid grounding 
in chemical concepts and numerous opportunities to experience of how chemistry is 
used in modern society. Chemistry is a practical subject which involves higher order 
thinking skills and problem solving. It involves cooperation and collaboration as well as 
practical skills and research skills.

Course Aims
This aims of the International Advanced Level in Chemistry enable students to develop:
• An interest in, and enthusiasm, for chemistry including developing an interest in 

further study and careers in chemistry.
• An appreciation of how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the 

sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society
• A deeper understanding of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How Science 

Works
• Essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they 

relate to each other.

Course Content

Unit 1 The Core Principles of Chemistry

Unit 2 Application of Core Principles of Chemistry

Unit 3 Chemistry Laboratory Skills I Alternative

Unit 4 General Principles of Chemistry I— Rates, Equilibria and Further Organic 
Chemistry

Unit 5 General Principles of Chemistry II—Transition Metals and Organic Nitrogen 
Chemistry

Unit 6 Chemistry Laboratory Skills II Alternative

Assessment
• The Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in Chemistry comprises six units 

and contains an International Advanced Subsidiary subset of three IAS units.

• The International Advanced Subsidiary is the first half of the International Advanced 
Level course and consists of Units 1,2 and 3. It may be awarded as a discrete 
qualification or contribute 50 per cent of the total International Advanced Level marks.

AS Level

Unit 1  Structured Questions (1 hour 30 mins, 20% of A Level)

Unit 2 Structured Questions (1 hour 30 mins, 20% of A Level) 

Unit 3 Questions on Experimental Skills (1 hour 15 mins, 10% of A Level)

A Level

Unit 4 Structured Questions (1 hour 40 mins, 20% of A Level) 

Unit 5 Structured Questions (1 hour 40 mins, 20% of A Level) 

Unit 6 Questions on Experimental Skills (1 hour 15 mins, 10% of A Level)

Previous Knowledge Required
IGCSE Chemistry (or Science Double award) grade B or above is essential as many 
aspects of the course build on prior knowledge.

Subject Combinations
As well as supporting other science subjects, Chemistry can be a useful asset for 
someone taking essentially Arts-based subjects. Students wishing to study architecture 
need to study science, mathematics and art for most Universities in the UK.

Higher Education
Chemistry is a very useful A level for any proposed science degree and also for most 
Arts-based degrees. A Chemistry degree can lead to a career in Science as well as 
many other fields such as Law, Finance or Management. Chemistry is a subject which 
is required for entry into many professions such as medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and 
chemical engineering. It also is required to support many fields such as biochemistry and 
environmental science.    

Chinese
(AS Only)

Head of Languages: 

Mr Stephan Doege
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE Chinese 8681

Head of Chinese: 

Mr DaXin Liu

Studying Chinese at AS Level subject will not only give you an insight in to how the 
Chinese language works but also give you a good understanding of Chinese tradition, 
culture and geography. Students will also learn to write in a range of styles, presenting 
facts, opinions and arguments as well as articulating more descriptive or personal 
experiences. In particular, they will learn to use the appropriate language for a given task. 
Close attention will be paid to the correct use of grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Course Aims
The course aims to:
• Develop the ability to understand a language from a variety of registers
• Enable students to communicate confidently and clearly in the target language
• Form a sound base of skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work 

and leisure
• Develop insights into the culture and civilization of the countries where the language 

is spoken, including the study of literary texts where appropriate (this does not apply 
to AS Language qualifications)
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• Encourage positive attitudes to language learning and a sympathetic approach to 
other cultures and civilizations

• Support intellectual and personal development by promoting learning and social skills.

Course Content

AS Level

Language skills are developed by the study of various aspects of life in China such 
as: Patterns of Daily Life; Law and Order; Health and Fitness; Employment and 
Unemployment, Religion and Belief, Travel and Tourism, War and Peace and The 
Environment etc

Assessment

AS Level

Paper 1  
(1 hour 45 mins)

Reading and writing, answer specific and general comprehension 
questions on the two passages, and respond to a task requiring a 
summary or comparison of issues raised.

Paper 2
(1 hour 30 mins)

Essay writing, choose one question out of 5 topics and write an 
essay in Chinese of 250-400 characters.

Previous Knowledge Required
Chinese at IGCSE level or equivalent (HK Level 5) is strongly recommended or proof that 
the student has been studying Chinese for up to 5 years.

Design and 
Technology

Head of Design & Technology:

Mr Dean Wells
Course Code and Syllabus: 

Edexcel 8GR01, 9GR01

The Edexcel’s GCE in Design and Technology: Product Design seeks to develop students’ 
knowledge, understanding, skills and application for designing products. Product design 
encompasses a wide range of design disciplines but is firmly rooted in the skills required 
to design and make high quality products. Products that are fit for purpose satisfy 
wants and needs, enhance our day-today lives and, most importantly, give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their design and technology capability.

Course Aims
The aims of the Edexcel Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE in Design and 
Technology are to encourage students to: „
• Make use of tacit knowledge and reflective practices in order to work with tasks that 

are challenging and often require definition
• Develop and sustain their creativity and innovative practice
• Recognise and overcome challenges and constraints when working towards the 

production of high quality products
• Develop a critical understanding of the influences of the processes and products of 

design and technological activities and from a contemporary and historical perspective
• Draw on a range of skills and knowledge from other subject areas
• Draw on and apply knowledge, understanding and skills of production processes to a 

range of design and technology activities 
• Develop an understanding of contemporary design and technology practices
• Use digital technologies and information handling skills to enhance their design and 

technological capability.
 

Course Content
This qualification emphasises two key factors — creativity and sustainability. We all want 
students to explore ideas of originality and value, to question and challenge, to envisage 
what could be, but equally we need them to achieve the results that will progress their 
careers. This qualification structure allows students to develop a range of skills and 
outcomes at Advanced Subsidiary (AS) which demonstrate their creativity and apply 
these to a design and make project at A2.

All modern designers have to consider sustainable issues when designing new products. 
A sign of the modern technological age in which we live is that human actions have 
had a negative impact on our environment. New products provide solutions rather than 
add to the existing problems of extractions and use of natural resources, pollution from 
manufacturing and disposal of large amounts of waste products. Good design is vital to 
our world and economy.

Assessment
The Advanced Subsidiary GCE is the first half of the GCE course and consists of Units 1 
and 2. It may be awarded as a discrete qualification or contribute 50 per cent of the total 
Advanced GCE marks. 

Unit 1: Portfolio of Creative Skills

Students will produce one portfolio with three distinct sections which will demonstrate 
their creativity and flair when investigating, designing and making product(s). Ideally 
different products should be chosen for the three distinct sections as students are not 
being asked to carry out one large design and make exercise but three smaller and 
more focused tasks which build up to provide a detailed portfolio of their skills.

This unit has been designed to be as flexible as possible, offering students a wide 
range of valid approaches in producing their portfolio of creative skills. Students 
are encouraged to be as creative as possible and there are no barriers to choices of 
product investigation, product design or product manufacture, as long as the work 
submitted by students targets assessment criteria effectively and at the correct level 
of response for their abilities.

When designing, students can be creative and adventurous. There is no requirement 
to realise the designs produced. There will be no material or manufacturing restrictions 
and no limitations to design possibilities.

This unit is internally set and marked by the centre and externally moderated by Edexcel.

Unit 2: Design and Technology in Practice

It is important for students, as designers, to learn about materials and processes so 
that they can develop a greater understanding of how products can be designed and 
manufactured.

Students will also learn about industrial and commercial practices, and the importance 
of quality checks and the health and safety issues that have to be considered at all 
times.

1 hour 30 minutes’ examination set and marked by Edexcel.

Unit 3: Designing for the Future

In this unit students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of 
modern design and manufacturing practices and contemporary design issues. The 
modern designer must have a good working knowledge of the use of ICT and systems 
and control technology in the design and manufacture of products. They must also be 
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Drama and 
Theatre 
Studies

Head of Department: 

Mrs April Boyd
Course Code and Syllabus: 

Edexcel: Pearson Edexcel 9DR0 

Course Code and Syllabus:  
Theatre and Drama studies can be roughly distinguished as a study of both text and 
performance, and the course is designed to develop students’ interest in (and enjoyment 
of) theatre & drama through both practical exploration and academic understanding. 

The course structure allows students to experience theatre as a well-versed and critical 
/ analytical spectator whilst continually developing their own practice as an informed and 
technically skilled practitioner.

The course will also develop students’ understanding of seminal classical and 
contemporary plays, whilst firmly placing them within their wider social and cultural 
context.  

Course Aims
The course is designed to expand your academic understanding whilst stretching your 
practical application. You will develop as a confident and independent interpreter of 

aware of the important contributions of designers from the past which may provide 
inspiration for future design.

2-hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel.

Unit 4: Commercial Design

In this unit students are given the opportunity to apply the skills they have acquired and 
developed throughout this course of study, to design and make a product of their choice 
that comply with the requirements of graphic products.

In order to reach high attainment levels, students must adopt a commercial design 
approach to their work, reflecting how a professional designer might deal with a design 
problem and its resolution.

This unit is internally set and marked by the centre and externally moderated by Edexcel.

Previous Knowledge Required
It is advisable that students would have studied Design and Technology at IGCSE level 
however some previous experience in related activities and topics to the units within the 
course, along with evidence of academic qualifications to the equivalent level may be 
adequate for enrolment.

Subject Combinations
As well as supporting other science subjects, students wishing to study architecture 
need to consider art as a good combination with this subject and for engineering  
most Universities in the UK would also like to see Physics and mathematics at  
Advanced Level.

Higher Education
Successful completion of this course could lead to acceptance on university degree 
courses in areas such as Graphic Design, Product Design, Engineering, Architecture, 
Interior Design, Landscaping and Advertising. 

drama and theatre. You will also assimilate theatrical concepts through practical and 
analytical exploration of dramatic styles and theatrical methodologies. 

You will recognise the importance of ensemble via practical projects that require a 
variety of technical skills, such as design and or performance skills, movement, voice, 
improvisation, acting techniques and characterisation (as appropriate to the textual 
materials being explored).

Theatre is an ever evolving collaborative art form which has been, and continues to be 
moulded by playwrights and theatrical practitioners who challenge accepted conventions 
and methodologies. Theatre is also a collaborative art form and it is important that 
students have a clear understanding of how different creative ideas are put into practice. 

Successful candidates gain lifelong transferable skills. Transferable skills enable young 
people to face the demands of further and higher education, as well as the demands of 
the workplace.  

Transferable skills that students will gain include:

Cognitive Skills
Non-routine problem solving – expert thinking, metacognition, creativity 
Systems thinking – decision making and reasoning
Critical thinking – analysing, synthesising and reasoning

Interpersonal Skills
Communication – active listening, oral communication, written communication, assertive 
communication and non-verbal communication
Relationship-building skills – teamwork, trust, intercultural sensitivity, service orientation, 
self-presentation, social influence, conflict resolution and negotiation
Collaborative problem solving – establishing and maintaining shared understanding, 
taking appropriate action, establishing and maintaining team organisation

Intrapersonal skills
Adaptability – ability and willingness to cope with the uncertain, handling work stress, 
adapting to different personalities, communication styles and cultures, and physical 
adaptability to various indoor and outdoor work environments

Self-management and self-development – ability to work remotely in virtual teams, work 
autonomously, be self-motiving and self-monitoring, willing and able to acquire new 
information and skills related to work.

Course Content

Component 1: Devising (9DR01) - 40% of qualification (80 marks)

In this component students will develop their creative and exploratory skills to 
devise an original performance. The starting point for this devising process will be a 
performance text and an influential theatre practitioner.

In their creative explorations, students will learn how text can be manipulated to 
communicate meaning to audiences and they will begin the process of interpretation. 
They will gain an understanding of how a new performance could be developed 
through the practical exploration of the theatrical style and use of conventions of the 
chosen practitioner. 

Component 2: Text in Performance (9DR02) - 20% of qualification (60 marks)

Students will develop and demonstrate theatre-making skills, appropriate to their 
role as a performer or designer. They will explore how they realise artistic intentions  
in performance. 
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Economics Head of Department:

Mr Ian Grout
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE 9708

What factors influence the price of gold? Why does the exchange rate change so 
frequently? What is inflation? Why does the Government want the economy to grow 
faster? Why does the Malaysian Government impose high taxes on imported cars? Why 
do some governments subsidise fuel whilst others tax it very heavily? Why are some 
economies developing extremely rapidly whilst others linger in poverty? These are the 
types of questions you will consider in the study of Economics.  Economics is the study 
of how scarce resources are allocated to satisfy human needs and wants and the choices 
that have to be made by individuals, firms and governments and the consequences of 
these choices.  As far as is possible the Economics A Level Course is taught using real 
life examples and where appropriate is related to current economic events.

Course Aims
The aims are:
• To provide a basis of factual knowledge of economics
• To encourage the student to develop:
• A facility for self-expression, not only in writing but also in using additional aids such 

as statistics and diagrammatical analysis where appropriate.
• The habit of using works of reference as sources of data specific to economics
• The habit of reading critically to gain information about the increasingly dynamic and 

interdependent economy we live in
• An appreciation of the methods of study used by economists, and the most effective 

ways economic data maybe analysed, correlated, discussed, presented and evaluated

Course Content
Both the AS and A level examination require a knowledge of the following topic areas: Basic 
Economic Ideas; Markets in Action and Business Behaviour; Government Intervention 
in Markets; International Trade; Theory and Measurement in the Macroeconomy; 
Macroeconomic Problems and Policies; Developments in the Global Economy.

Assessment

AS Level 

Paper 1 Multiple choice - 40% (1 hour)

Paper 2 Data response and essay - 60% (1 hour 30 minutes)

A Level

Paper 1 Multiple choice - 20% (1 hour)

Paper 2 Data response and essay - 30% (1 hour 30 minutes)

Paper 3 Multiple choice - 15% (1 hour 15 minutes)

Paper 4 Data response and essays - 35% 

Previous Knowledge Required
No prior knowledge of the subject is required although it is helpful if students have good 
numeracy skills and an interest in current affairs. Also, a good command of the English 
language is required in order to cope with the large amount of new vocabulary and the 
complexity of the language associated with the study of the subject.
 

Students will also gain knowledge and understanding of the significance and influence 
of social, historical and cultural contexts on the chosen texts and extracts.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (9DR03) - 40% of qualification (80 marks)

This component requires students to consider, analyse and evaluate how different 
theatre makers create impact. Students will consider how production ideas and 
dramatic elements are communicated to an audience from the perspective of a 
director, a performer and a designer.  

Students will also critically analyse and evaluate their experience of live performance.  
As an informed member of the audience, the students will deconstruct theatrical 
elements which will help inform their own production choices and develop their own 
ideas as potential theatre makers.

Students will practically explore set texts in order to demonstrate how ideas for 
performance and production might be realised from page to stage. They will also 
consider the methodologies of practitioners and interpret texts in order to justify their 
own ideas for a production concept.  Students will research the original performance 
conditions and gain an understanding of how social, historical and cultural contexts 
have informed their decisions as theatre makers.

Assessment

Component 1: This is internally assessed and externally moderated.  
There are two parts to the assessment. 

1) A portfolio 
2) A group devised performance. 

Component 2: This is an externally assessed component by a visiting examiner.

- Group performance/design realisation
- Monologue or duologue/design realisation

Component 3: This is an externally assessed written examination, 
lasting 2 hours 30 minutes. 

Previous Knowledge Required
Candidates should have a strong command of English.
Due to the practical component of the course, it is strongly advised that students have 
had some sort of previous performance experience. It is important to note that this is an 
academic discipline and requires a great deal of commitment.

Subject Combinations 
Theatre Studies combines well with all Arts subjects, but would also work well as a 
contrast to Science subjects. 

Higher Education 
The majority of pupils go on to university courses in a wide range of subjects including 
Law, History, English, Psychology and Languages. In addition, pupils who have taken 
this course have pursued many different theatrical paths, including university courses in 
Drama, of which there are now many good ones, Drama School, technical courses and 
straight into the theatre world. 

Furthermore, this course enables those to progress to employment where people 
skills are essential, for example management, retail, nursing, industry and business 
environments. The skills gained in Drama A Level that are relevant to such employment 
are time management, confidence, the ability to work collaboratively and meeting 
essential deadlines.
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Subject Combinations
Economics has been combined with every other A level. As a Social Science it fits into 
almost any combination of subjects.

Higher Education
Economics A-level is not a requirement for entry to read Economics at university, but 
about 70% of Economics undergraduates do have A level. Most universities require an 
A level in Mathematics. Graduates in Economics are employed in almost all walks of 
life, with Management, Administration and Accountancy the most common professions.

An A Level in English Literature is an ideal choice for anyone who loves reading, and 
who wants to learn about human nature. The course includes a wide variety of literature 
from the seventeenth to the twenty-first centuries and is split into the study of drama, 
poetry and prose. Students will find themselves reading everything from Shakespeare 
to Chimamanda Ngozie Adichie and discussing the huge issues of love, hate, racism, 
life and death that the texts undoubtedly raise. Students will also gain a great deal of 
academic prowess through a subject that promotes the development of transferable 
skills. Students are taught to think analytically, to consider different interpretations and 
to listen and respond to one another sensitively in preparation for the seminar style 
environment they are likely to find at university. One of the most important skills they 
learn is how to write coherently and critically. This is an essential skill that will aid them in 
their other subjects and is invaluable in higher education and the world of employment.

An enjoyment and appreciation of Literature will give students the ability to develop this 
into an interest in books and reading as they move away from their studies and into their 
adult lives. They will have the confidence to approach and tackle new forms of books and 
writing since they were exposed to a range of literature at school.

Course Aims
Successful English Literature students develop understanding and enjoyment of literary 
texts that are a pleasure for life and in addition gain skills for life, including:
• The ability to write clearly and effectively;
• Skills in developing arguments;
• Skills in researching and managing information;
• The ability to analyse complex texts in different forms and styles.

Course Content
During the two year course students will be developing the ability to:
• develop an informed personal response to literature in English in a range of texts from 

different periods and cultures.
• create an appreciation of a range of forms of literature: poetry, prose and drama.
• cultivate interdependent skills of reading, analysis and communication.
• introduce a range of critical perspectives to inform the reading of a text.
• explore wider reading and an understanding of how it may contribute to personal 

development.
 

English
Literature

Head of Department:

Ms Suzie Allen
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE 9695

Assessment

AS Level

Paper 3 (2 hours) Poetry and Prose

Paper 4 (2 hours) Drama

A Level

Paper 5 (2 hour) Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts

Paper 6 (2 hours) 1900 to the Present

For each exam the student must choose between answering with an essay or answering 
passage based question for each of the texts that they have been studying.

Previous Knowledge Required
Students should have had some previous experience of studying literature, preferably 
at IGCSE or equivalent, although it is acknowledged that this opportunity may not have 
been available to all students and therefore interested students will be considered on an 
individual basis. A secure understanding of the English language is required.

Subject Combinations
English combines well with all other subjects offered at POWIIS. 

Higher Education
A wide variety of university courses enables students to take their study of literature 
further, either on its own or in combination with other subjects such as Art History, 
American Studies, Film, Theatre Studies and Philosophy. Beyond that, the possibilities 
are numerous, especially as English is a non-vocational subject, e.g. Journalism, 
Broadcasting, Business, Advertising, the Arts, Publishing, the Civil Service and Teaching. 

French Head of Department:

Mr Stephan Doege
Course Code and Syllabus: 

Edexcel International AS (XFR01) and A (YFR01) Level

Studying French as an A Level subject will not only give you an insight on how the French 
language works but also a very thorough understanding of the culture and history of 
France. The subject covers a range of contemporary topics such as social, technological, 
environmental and health issues with a focus on the francophone world. Students will 
discuss these in the target language; presenting opinions clearly and defending own 
ideas. Grammar is a strong focus of the A Level and special attention will be paid to 
advanced knowledge of verb forms, conjugation and complex syntax.

Whilst studying for the A Level the students will be able to read French literature and 
study a work from a literary point of view. Alternatively they may study a cinematographic 
or theatrical work of high relevance and importance to the French language, culture or 
wider French speaking community.

French may be taken at AS (2 units) and A2 (2 units). AS exams may be taken during 
third term of year 12 or at the same time as the A2 exams (all 4 units together) during 
third term of year 13.

Course Aims
The course aims to encourage students to:
• Develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning
• Develop understanding of the language in a variety of contexts and genres
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From causes of natural disasters such as landslides and hurricanes to the effects of 
international trade and globalization, Geography is a challenging subject that explores 
areas of knowledge that covers the socio-political, economic and environmental 
dimensions of our planet. Geography occupies a central position in understanding and 
interpreting social, economic, political and environmental conditions and change, in both 
space and time. This course encourages students to think about the specific contribution 
that they can make to understanding contemporary issues and also the complexity of 
natural systems, their linkages and their impact upon the human race. Students are 
also shown that it is equally important to understand the impacts of the human race 
upon the environment and how these impacts can be managed in achieving sustainable 
development. The study of environments is rooted in an understanding of physical 
processes, so this course emphasises studying real examples to show the variety and 
complexity of human and physical environments.

Course Aims
The aims are to:
• Increase your knowledge of, and ability to use and apply, appropriate skills and 

techniques relevant to greater understanding and interpretation of facts and 
relationships in Physical and Human Geography;

• Encourage a concern for accuracy and objectivity in collecting, recording, processing, 
analysing, interpreting and reporting data in a spatial context;

• Develop your ability to handle and evaluate different types and sources of information;
• Develop your ability to think logically, and to present an ordered and coherent argument 

in a variety of ways;
• Promote your awareness of the need for understanding, respect and co-operation in 

conserving the environment and improving the quality of life both at a global scale and 
within the context of different cultural settings.

Course Content

AS level

The AS level covers both Physical and Human Geography. The physical content 
includes: hydrology and fluvial geomorphology; atmosphere and weather 
androcks and weathering. The human core includes: population; migration and  
settlement dynamics.

A Level

The A level covers options in Physical and Human Geography including tropical 
environments, coastal environments, hazardous environments and arid, semi-arid 
environments, production, location and change, environmental management, global 
interdependence and economic transition.

Assessment

AS Level

Paper 1 Physical and Human Core Topics (3 hours) 

Paper 1 Core Geography (3 hours)

A Level

Paper 2 Physical Geography Option Topic Structured Essay (1 hour 30 minutes)

Paper 3 Human Geography Option Topic Structured Essay (1 hour 30 minutes) 
 

• Communicate confidently, clearly and effectively in the language for a range  
of purposes

• Develop awareness and understanding of the contemporary society, cultural 
background and heritage of countries or communities where the language is spoken

• Consider their study of the language in a broader context

It enables students to:
• Derive enjoyment and benefit from language learning
• Acquire knowledge, skills and understanding for practical use, further study and/or 

employment
• Communicate with speakers of the language
• Take their place in a multilingual global society

Course Content
The necessary language skills are developed by the study of examples of various 
aspects of life in the francophone world such as media, culture, health/lifestyle, family, 
relationships, environment, multicultural society and modern social issues. A cultural 
dossier will help the students to find the right topic (literary, cinematographic, theatrical, 
historic, social etc.) for their research based essay. The study material consists of a set 
of textbooks, workbooks and an interactive platform from the series “Oxford AQA AS 
and A2 French” as well as a range of contemporary sources (media, literature, film etc.).

Assessment

Unit 1 (AS) - 8-10 min

Spoken Expression and Response (topic based oral interaction

Unit 2 (AS) - 2 hours 30 min

Understanding and Written Response (A: listening comprehension, B: reading 
comprehension, C: topic based writing)

Unit 2 (AS) - 11-13 min

Understanding and Spoken Response (oral presentation and defending of opinion)

Unit 4 (A2) - 2 hours 30 min

Research, Understanding and Written Response (A: listening comprehension, B: 
discursive or creative topic based writing, C: research based writing)

Previous Knowledge Required
French at IGCSE level or equivalent is required. For the full A Level a strong interest in 
French literature, culture or the francophone world is appreciated.

Subject Combinations
Although language courses are traditionally combined with other modern languages, 
English or History, the contemporary nature of the topics studied means that there are 
links with many subjects, like Arts and Sciences for example, and motivation is a more 
important consideration than the other subjects studied.

Higher Education
Modern Language courses at universities do not necessarily require two languages at 
A level. It is possible to start a second language from scratch or to take one of many 
combined courses such as Engineering or Business Studies with a language. Moreover, 
the predominance of modular courses at university means that it is frequently possible 
to include a language module in a wide variety of other degree courses. To study a 
language beyond IGCSE will also make it much easier to participate in the Erasmus 
programme that enables university students in almost all disciplines to spend between 
one term and one year at a foreign university as part of the degree course.

Geography Head of Department:

Mr Nicholas Miller
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE 9696
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Previous Knowledge Required
We recommend that students who are beginning this course should have previously 
completed an IGCSE course or Cambridge O Level in Geography, or the equivalent. 
However, students without such a background will find the course an interesting and 
rigorous one which will help them build key geographical skills and knowledge, and 
these in turn will help them better understand the living world.

Subject Combinations
Geography combines well with almost all other A level subjects. 

Higher Education
Geography studied with Sciences supports applications for almost any science-based 
university course like Engineering, Psychology and Environmental Sciences; studied with 
Humanities it supports university courses such as Business Management, Law, Media 
and Politics. Geography students have also gone on to courses and employment such 
as: Architecture, Graphic Design, Surveying, Medicine, Agriculture, Land Management, 
Journalism, Accountancy, Retail Management, Recreation and Tourism, Planning, Civil 
Service, Armed Forces, Teaching, Banking, Law, Accountancy, Hazard Management, 
Development and Charity work. 

History Head of Department:

Mr Matthew Peak
Course Code and Syllabus: 

CIE 9389

History is not a subject stuck in the past. Far from it, historical events have shaped 
our world into what it is today. Knowledge and understanding of how people lived in 
the past help us to understand why people act like they do today. Through studying 
A Level History you will develop a deeper understanding of social, cultural, religious 
and ethnic diversity. Further, its depth, variety and challenging nature means that the 
skills you develop with be of great assistance to you regardless of what you study at 
university or the career path you choose to follow in life. At POWIIS we currently study 
US History, Twentieth Century dictators and International Relations. The options chosen 
are determined by the expertise of the teacher taking that class.

Course Aims
The syllabus aims to develop:
• An interest in the past and an appreciation of human endeavour
• A greater knowledge and understanding of historical periods or themes
• A greater awareness of historical concepts such as cause and effect, similarity and 

difference, and change and continuity
• An appreciation of the nature and diversity of historical sources available, and the 

methods used by historians
• An exploration of a variety of approaches to different aspects of history and different 

interpretations of particular historical issues
• The ability to think independently and make informed judgements on issues
• An empathy with people living in different places and at different times
• A firm foundation for further study of History

Course Content and Assessment

AS Level

Component 1 Document question
The Search for International Peace and Security, 1919-1945 

Component 2 Outline study
International Relations, 1871-1945

A Level

Component 3 Interpretations question (source-based) The Holocaust

Component 4 Depth study International History, 1945-1991

Previous Knowledge Required
It is recommended that candidates who are beginning this course should have previously 
completed a GCSE, IGCSE or O level course in History or the equivalent, although this is 
not essential.  A Level History is particularly suited to students with enquiring minds who 
enjoy reading extensively and relish the challenge of producing long, clear and logical 
arguments in the form of essays.

Subject Combinations 
History is taken with a wide variety of other subjects. It combines well with other Arts 
subjects, Mathematics and Languages. In recent years sixth formers have mixed History 
with Sciences in order to study a broad range of subjects. It is a favoured subject for 
those wishing to study Law. 

Higher Education
History forms a valuable element for Law, Economics and related subjects at university. 
A History degree itself is a marketable commodity; almost all careers outside specialist 
areas such as Medicine are open to the History graduate. The most popular in recent 
years include Merchant Banking, Accountancy, Law, Industrial Management, Advertising 
and Public Relations. 

Mathematics Head of Department:

Mrs Wendy Clarke
Course Code and Syllabus: 

Edexcel IA Level YMA01

Mathematics is a stimulating subject for those who enjoy a structured process of 
problem solving and a logical way of thinking. It is a common part of degree courses 
such as Business, Architecture, Chemistry, Biology, Psychology, Management 
Science and Computing and is essential for courses such as Engineering and Physics. 
The problem solving skills and statistical techniques are a useful tool to the study of 
a variety of scientific courses, such as Medicine, Nursing and Geology, but are also 
useful for Accounting and Finance, Sports Studies, Geography, Design to name but 
a few. Mathematics A level keeps many doors open and is valuable for almost every 
future career plan. The study of Mathematics is held in great esteem by employers, as it  
shows an ability to think logically, and can help to gain that chosen career or elusive 
university place.

Course Aims
The aims are to enable candidates to:
• Develop their mathematical knowledge and skills in a way which encourages 

confidence and provides satisfaction and enjoyment;
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Further 
Mathematics

Head of Department:

Mrs Wendy Clarke
Course Code and Syllabus: 

Edexcel IA Level YFM01

Further Mathematics is offered as an A Level for our strongest Mathematicians. 
Students taking Further Mathematics will complete their A Level in Mathematics by the 
end of Year 12. They will then study for two further papers that build upon their existing 
knowledge. This subject is strongly advised for those wishing to study Mathematics or 
Physics at university or Engineering at the competitive universities.

Course Aims
The course aims are the same as those for Mathematics, but at a more rigorous level.

Course Content
Students will cover the topics in A Level Mathematics to a much more advanced level 
in all three strands Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics. They will also study 
Decision Mathematics.

Assessment

AS Level Further Pure 1
Further Pure 2
Decision 1

A Level Further Pure 3
Further Pure 4
Either Mechanics 2 or Statistics 2

Previous Knowledge Required
It is expected that students have Mathematics IGCSE or equivalent at a minimum of 
Grade A. Additional Mathematics IGCSE, or equivalent, is an advantage.

Higher Education
A Level Mathematics is a useful qualification for anyone intending to study Economics, 
Engineering, Geography, Science, Architecture, Electronics, Computing, Accounting and 
all the Sciences, including Medicine and related subjects. For some of these subjects, 
e.g. Economics, certain Universities insist on Mathematics A level; even if this is not the 
case, it is often extremely useful where courses tend to assume a knowledge of A Level 
Mathematics. For anyone considering reading a Science, Engineering, Economics or 
Mathematics at Oxbridge, Further Mathematics A level would be a distinct advantage, 
both as a qualification and as good preparation for the course at university.
 
Mathematics itself, which is offered by the vast majority of universities, is a very highly 
regarded degree course with an extremely good record of subsequent employment. 
Mathematics graduates enter a wide variety of careers from investment banking and 
company management to publishing and diplomacy. Further Mathematics A level is 
highly desirable for anyone wishing to do a Mathematics degree.
 
Often Mathematics can be combined with another subject, such as Philosophy, 
Computing, Physics, Music, etc. 

• Develop an understanding of mathematical principles and an appreciation of 
mathematics as a logical and coherent subject;

• Acquire a range of mathematical skills, particularly those which will enable them to 
use applications of mathematics in the context of everyday situations and of other 
subjects they may be studying;

• Develop the ability to analyse problems logically, recognise when and how a 
situation may be represented mathematically, identify and interpret relevant 
factors and, where necessary, select an appropriate mathematical method to solve  
the problem

• Use mathematics as a means of communication with emphasis on the use of clear 
expression;

• Acquire the mathematical background necessary for further study in this or related 
subjects.

Course Content
AS and A Level Pure Mathematics
This includes equations, graphs and transformations, coordinate geometry, logarithms 
and exponentials, sequences and series, trigonometry, differentiation and integration, 
complex numbers and vectors.

 AS Level Statistics

Students work with real data sets extending the work they have covered in GCSE 
maths, such as the calculation of the numerical measures mean, median and mode, 
and practical applications of correlation and regression. Elementary probability theory 
is also studied, and the Binomial and Normal distributions are introduced.

A Level Mechanics 

This introduces mathematical modelling in physical situations, and studies motion 
in one or two dimensions (including the constant acceleration equations), forces on 
static objects, Newton’s Law of Motion, momentum and projectiles.

 Assessment

AS Level Core 1 and Core 2 (2 hours 30 minutes)
Statistics (1 hour 15 mins)

A Level Core 3 and Core 4 (2 hours 30 minutes)
Mechanics (1 hour 15 minutes)

Previous Knowledge Required
It is normally expected that students have achieved Mathematics IGCSE at a minimum 
of Grade B or equivalent. There is considerable overlap between Additional Mathematics 
A level pure mathematics.

Subject Combinations
Mathematics is popular with all combinations of subjects. It combines well with 
Sciences, where some skill with mathematical methods is important, but equally it can 
be a good contrasting subject to the Humanities.
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Music Head of Academic Music: 

Mr Ben Lim
Course Code and Syllabus:

CIE 9703

Whether you are a committed musician and already considering a career in Music, a 
performer or an artist and enjoy playing and singing, or an academic with a keen interest 
in Music then the Music course at A Level has something for you.

Course Aims
The aims are:
• To foster a discriminating aural appreciation of, and an informed critical response to, 

music of the Western tradition from at least two representative genres and periods
• To encourage the development of creative and interpretative skills through the 

disciplines of composing and performing in Western and/or non-Western traditions
• To deepen understanding of music in its wider cultural context
• To communicate understanding, supporting judgments by argument based on 

evidence 

Course Content
AS level: The course covers listening and practical musicianship. For the listening 
component students will study the score of a variety of works. Examples of previous 
works studies include: Haydn Symphony no. 55 (The Schoolmaster); Mozart Piano 
Concerto in G major; Beethoven Symphony no. 5 in C minor and Schubert Piano Quintet 
in A major (The Trout).
A Level: This section of the syllabus contains options in performing and composition as 
well as the opportunity to undertake an investigation and write a report about the music 
that has been performed or composed.

Assessment

AS Level

Component 1 Listening (2 hours)

Component 2 Practical Musicianship which includes performing and/or 
composition.

A Level Students will choose two from the following four components:

Component 3 Performing

Component 4 Composition

Component 5 Investigation and Report

*Components 3-5 are all coursework based.

Previous Knowledge Required
Important Note: A-Level music is not relevant to the syllabus of ABRSM or Trinity 
Music Program. It requires higher level understanding in Western Music. A strong 
fundamental music background is required.

Students will be studying performance, composition and musical understanding along 
the course. Students are required to have ONGOING music activities outside school 
such as participating orchestra or choir, chamber, and individual instrumental lesson and 
theory lesson. During the A-Level course, instrumental lesson will not be provided 
during class time. It is helpful for students to have at least a grade C in Music at IGCSE 
or equivalent, and Grade 6 in instrument. A full session of audition and interview will be 
arranged upon the application.
 

Higher Education
An A level in this subject is essential for music degree courses. It is also possible to 
study this subject as part of a joint degree, e.g. Music and French, Music and Drama, etc. 

Physics Head of Science: 

Ms Anne Wilkinson
Course Code and Syllabus:

Edexcel International YPH01

Head of Physics: 

Mr Peter Kee

From the very smallest to the very largest, from atoms and quarks to the Universe and 
black holes, Physics strives to come up with the answers to explain it all. On a more 
human scale, physicists study materials and try to predict and control their properties. 
They use this to help design, engineer and build a better world.

Course Aims
The aims of the International Advanced Level in Physics are to:
• Enable students to sustain and develop an enjoyment of, and interest in, physics and 

its applications
• Develop an understanding of the link between theory and experiment and foster the 

development of skills in the design and execution of experiments
• Develop essential knowledge and understanding in physics and the applications of 

physics
• Demonstrate the importance of physics as a human endeavour that interacts with 

social, philosophical, economic and industrial matters
• Prepare for higher educational courses in physics and related courses.

Course Content

AS Level

Unit 1 Mechanics (rectilinear motion, forces,  energy and power) and materials 
(flow of liquids, viscosity, Stokes’ Law, properties of materials, Young’s 
modulus and elastic strain energy).

Unit 2 Waves (including refraction, polarisation, diffraction and standing 
(stationary) waves), electricity (current and resistance, Ohm’s law and non-
ohmic materials, potential dividers, emf and internal resistance of cells, and 
negative temperature coefficient thermistors) and the wave/particle nature 
of light.

Unit 3 Experimental skills.

A Level

Unit 4 Further mechanics (momentum and circular motion), electric and magnetic 
fields, and particle physics.

Unit 5 Thermal energy, nuclear decay, oscillations, astrophysics and cosmology.

Unit 6 Experimental skills.
 
Assessment

AS Level

Unit 1 Structured Questions(1 hour 30 mins, 20% of A Level)

Unit 2 Structured Questions(1 hour 30 mins, 20% of A Level) 

Unit 3 Questions on Experimental Skills (1 hour 20 mins, 10% of A Level)
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Psychology Head of Department: 

Ms Elvira Lee
Course Code and Syllabus:

CIE 9698

A Level

Unit 4 Structured Questions (1 hour 35 mins, 20% of A Level) 

Unit 5 Structured Questions (1 hour 35 mins, 20% of A Level) 

Unit 6 Questions on Experimental Skills (1 hour 20 mins, 20% of A Level)

Previous Knowledge Required
IGCSE Double Award Science or an equivalent experience of Physics is essential as 
many aspects of the course build on prior knowledge. An aptitude for Maths is also 
important.

Subject Combinations
These can be as varied as you like. Sixth Formers often take A Level Mathematics with 
Physics, but it is certainly no longer a disadvantage if they do not. 

Higher Education
Most degree courses will accept A Level Physics. Physics is an essential A level for 
Engineering and is also very useful for Medicine or Veterinary Science, as the course 
gives the opportunity to study the latest imaging techniques, such as Cat scanning and 
NMR.  Mathematics is a requirement to study Physics at university.

Psychology tries to answer the question “Why do I behave the way I do?”  In appreciating 
the need to understand differences between individuals, psychology is also concerned 
with developing rules or generalisations about human behaviour in a scientific way.  This 
course is concerned with how psychological investigations are carried out and our need 
to critically evaluate their findings.  Along the way students will become acquainted 
with some of the most famous psychological studies ever carried out, including 
Milgram’s study of obedience, Dement and Kleitman’s study of dreaming, and Freud’s 
psychoanalysis of a 5 year-old boy. Students are taught to appreciate that behaviour can 
have many causes; at the same time they tackle more complex issues such as free will 
and the relative influences of our genetics and our environment on our behaviour - the 
nature-nurture debate.
 
Course Aims
The aims are:
• To provide an introduction to psychological concepts, theories, research findings and 

applications
• To create an understanding of the range and limitations of psychological theory and 

practice
• To encourage candidates to explore and understand the relationship between 

psychological findings and everyday life
• To develop skills of analysis, interpretation, application and evaluation
• To promote an appreciation and understanding of individual, social and cultural diversity
• To develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology, including the moral and 

ethical implications of psychological research
• To explore and understand the relationship between psychological findings and social, 

cultural and contemporary issues

Course Content

AS Level

Students study 20 landmark psychological studies, four each from the five approaches:  
Social, Developmental, Physiological, Cognitive Psychology and the Psychology of 
Individual Differences.

A Level

Students study two areas of how psychology is applied to everyday life.  Currently 
we offer the options dealing with the psychology of health, and the psychology of 
abnormality.

Assessment

AS Level

Paper 1 80 marks.  Core Studies, 1 hour and 30 minutes; 15 short answer 
questions (60 marks) and 2 structured questions (20 marks).

Paper 2 70 marks. Core Studies, 1 hour and 30 minutes, structured questions.

A Level

Paper 3 80 marks. Options, 3 hours, structured essays, candidates answer 
questions on the two specialist options they have chosen (40 marks 
each).

Previous Knowledge Required
There are no specific previous requirements. Students must be willing to debate and to 
discuss both sides of an argument, and accept that there are good, but not definitive, 
answers to any question. There are no ‘correct’ answers at the back of the textbook.  

Subject Combinations
There are no suggested combinations, nor any subjects that would exclude anyone from 
choosing Psychology. There is a small overlap with Biology, but, for example, History 
and Geography have relevance to the cultural and social issues discussed.

Higher Education
Psychology is one of the most popular options at university. Whilst this course is not 
a prerequisite for applications to read Psychology, it will provide an educated insight 
into the subject and a thorough grounding in all that a first year undergraduate will face. 
Psychology degrees lead to careers in a multitude of disciplines, not least those in the 
health-related or caring professions, as well as Management, Education, Criminology, 
Media Studies and Advertising. Psychology supports university applications to both 
sciences (including medicine) and humanities, and psychology graduates are valued by 
employers as they are scientifically trained, numerate but clearly have an interest in 
humanity and the forces that shape our behaviour.

Global 
Perspectives

Teacher:

Mr Philip Odeny
Course Code and Syllabus:

CIE 9239

The course prepares students for positive engagement with our rapidly changing 
world. They broaden their outlook through the critical analysis of - and reflection on 
- issues of global significance.  The syllabus is based on skills rather than on specific 
content. Students develop research, thinking, reasoning and communication skills by 
following an approach to analysing and evaluating arguments and perspectives called 
the Critical Path. 
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The skills gained will help students meet the demands of twenty first century learning 
and make a successful transition to study in higher education.

Course Aims
The course aims to students should become
• Confident in working with information and ideas – their own and those of others
• Responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others
• Innovative and equipped for new and future challenges
• Engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a difference

Course Content
Students study at least four topics from this list:
Alternatives to oil; Artificial Intelligence; Biodiversity and threats to the world’s 
natural heritage; Endangered cultures; Ethical foreign policies; Genetic engineering; 
Global climate change; Globalisation of economic activity; Globalisation versus new 
nationalisms; Impact of the internet; Incorporating technology into buildings; Industrial 
pollution; Integration and multiculturalism; International law; Medical ethics and 
priorities; Migration and work; On-line and interactive communities; Standard of living/
quality of life; Sustainable futures; Technology and lifestyles; The challenge of GM 
crops; The economic role of women; The emergence of a global superpower; The 
ethics and economics of food; The religious-secular divide; The speed of change in 
technology and global trade; Transnational organisations (UN, World Bank, EU, NATO); 
Urbanisation and the countryside

Assessment

Component 1: Written Examination (1 hour 30 mins)
                          Weighted 15% of the total marks available for the A Level. 

Candidates answer compulsory, structured questions based on two sources 
provided with the examination paper. Questions will require both short and longer 
responses.

Component 2: Essay
                         Weighted at 17.5% of the total marks available for the A Level. 

Candidates write an essay on a global issue of their own choice from topics studied 
during the course. The essay must be framed as a single question which is clearly 
focused on a global issue that lends itself to global treatment in 1750 to 2000 words. 

Component 3: Team Project (35 marks)
                          Weighted 17.5% of the total marks available for the A Level. 

Two pieces of work: presentation and reflective paper

Component 4: Cambridge Research Report (75 marks)
                          Weighted at 50% of the total marks available for the A Level.

Candidates write a research report on a research question of their own choice.
The Cambridge Research Report must be framed as a single question that lends 
itself to in-depth research. The report must not exceed 5000 words, excluding only 
the bibliography.

Previous Knowledge Required
The course requires a willingness to discuss and an ability to write and so a reasonable 
level of English language is necessary for success. Beyond that, the course should 
appeal to students with a wide range of backgrounds.
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