
What could be the link between a colourful 
religious festival and a rugby match? Last 
week, I enjoyed both. Thaipusam was 
colourful, chaotic and fascinating. It was 
important to learn its meaning, and what was 
celebrated in such a dramatic and powerful 
event.  Late on Saturday evening (Malaysian 
time) England played Wales in the six nations 
rugby championship - producing one of the 
great games of recent years, where both 
teams showed a relentless determination 
throughout, with moments of athletic 
brilliance. The dramatic encounter was played 
with mutual respect. There were many flags in 
the crowd - a red cross on a white background 
- being the English part of the familiar ‘Union 
Jack’. It is sometimes called the ‘cross of St 
George’, the patron saint of England. 

Thaipusam celebrates a story of triumph 
over evil - Murugan a champion of goodness 
given by Shiva to defeat the forces of evil. The 
story of St George grew out of the Crusades, 
a series of holy wars called by the Pope in the 
early middle ages to reclaim the Holy Land 
from Muslim occupiers. While St George was 
worshipped as another ‘saintly warrior’ much 
earlier, the dragon episode is described in the 
10th century; he chanced by a lake where 
the terrifying dragon lived, which was being 
appeased by a daily diet of sheep provided by 
the local people. When they ran out of sheep, 
they sacrificed children selected by lottery. 
When the King’s own daughter was on the 
menu, St George slew the dragon in the nick 
of time. Again, bravery and virtue overcame 
evil for the good of all.

The eventual, even inevitable, triumph of good 
over evil is a fundamental human expectation. 
Do we have an obligation as educators to 
protect and develop that belief? There is a 
well-known North American parable:   

An old Cherokee chief was teaching his 
grandson about life. “A fight is going on inside 
me,” he said to the boy. “It is a terrible fight 
and it is between two wolves. One is evil 
- he is anger, envy, lust, greed, arrogance, 
resentment, lies, false pride and ego. The 
other is good - he is joy, peace, love, hope, 
serenity, humility, kindness, generosity, truth, 
compassion, and faith. This same fight is 
going on inside you - and inside every other 
person, too.”  The grandson thought about it 
for a minute and then asked his grandfather, 

“Which wolf will win? The old chief replied, 
“The one you feed.” 

“The function of wisdom is to discriminate 
between good and evil. (Marcus Tullius Cicero)  
The celebration of Thaipusam, and many other 
festivals of religions around the world, serves 
to remind us that we have to continually and 
determinedly feed goodness, and starve evil. 
Thaipusam sees some devotees exposing 
themselves to great personal discomfort -  a 
dramatic demonstration of their desire to be 
free from evil influences. Most of us might 
not go so far, but as we take our pictures, and 
enjoy the colour and chaos, the underlying 
message is understood and respected.

Literature has so many examples, and cautions. 
We cannot be complacent.  Harper Lee’s To 
Kill a Mockingbird has a central theme which 
concerns human nature. Lee shows us that 
human nature is made up of both good and 
evil characteristics, and does so by frequently 
juxtaposing the two. As the children Scout 
and Jem grow up, they shed their innocent 
childhood belief that the world is made up of 
primarily good people and come to realize the 
evil that exists in the world. 

‘The function of wisdom is to discriminate 
between good and evil.’   (Marcus Tullius 
Cicero). The obligation of a good school is 
to emphasise values, as well as facilitate 
qualifications.  Wisdom is to be sought in set 
texts, in religion, and in everyday experience.   
But good is everywhere - even if sometimes 
you need to look for it. 
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The Parent Teacher Committee (PTC) had a Yee Sang session and a wonderful lunch with parents 
from all the year groups on the 11th of February in Paradise Hotel.  It was marvellous to meet 
both new and familiar faces, and the PTC appreciates all those who attended and looks forward 
to more meetings! 

PTC Family Gathering 
PTC

The students went to the beach 
this week for a strenuous work out 
in the sun! The students enjoyed a 
combination of exercise games and had 
plenty of fun. POWIIS will be the fittest 
school in Malaysia soon! 

Beach
Workout
Mr Oliver Roberts

Love - and the smell of cookies - is in 
the air! The students enjoyed making 
Valentine’s Day cookies and being 
creative with their decorations. 

Baking 
Club
Miss Suzie Allen

There are several upcoming university 
visits and fairs during the next few 
months. The Year 12s are recommended 
to attend all the visits as it will help them 
in decisions pertaining to their higher 
education. Students are encouraged 
to ask questions and find out as much 
information as possible.

On the 20th of February, there will be a 
Canadian University Fair taking place at 
POWIIS from 3.15 pm to 4.15 pm. Following 
that, there will be a United Kingdom-based 
University Fair on the 20th of February 
from 3.15pm to 4.15pm.  These events are 
compulsory for all Year 12s to attend.  

Next, there will be a talk on the Impact 
of Technology by Dr. Eric Cooke from the 
University of Southampton on the 6th of March 
from 3.15pm to 4.15pm. It is compulsory for 
all year12’s to attend this lecture. 

Biography:  Eric Cooke has a BSc in Physics 
and an MSc in Physiology.  After several 

years in biomedical research, he spent 
some time as a consultant with a major 
computer consultancy. He has always been 
very interested in people, so he then spent 
a few years teaching computing in colleges. 
He spent the last 30 years as a Lecturer in 
Computer Science and Senior Tutor in the 
Department of Electronics and Computer 
Science at the University of Southampton. 
He now spends most of his time being 
amazed by the rate at which superb new 
technological advances are changing the 
way we live and he wants to share this with 
intelligent young people! - anybody really, 
because it is so important!

Subsequently, the British Council will be 
having a UK based Education Fair at G Hotel 
on the 25th of March. However, unless 
there are requests, POWIIS will not be 
organising a trip to this fair as it is taking 
place on a Saturday. All Year 12s are strongly 
recommended to attend. 

Thank you for all your support. 

University Visits and Fairs
Miss Adele Bowden



THE PULSE | 17 FEBRUARY 201703

POWIIS welcomed 6 exchange students 
from Laos this week. The students, 
from Panyathip International School, 
will be here until the 24th of February. 
Hopefully POWIIS gives them a 
memorable experience of what Penang 
has to offer! 

Exchange 
Students 
from Laos
Miss Thanya Sidhu

Senior Boys’ Football
Mr Liam Streat

On the 2nd of February, the POWIIS Senior Boys’ 
football team beat a local football team known 
as the T-Birds in a thrilling game. This has been 

our first ever victory over the T-Birds, a team we 
have played frequently for the past 4 years. Well 
done and thank you to all the boys involved! 

Our victory only shows how far we have come 
over the years and it is all down to their hard 
work and commitment. On to the next one! 
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This week’s Tuesday Lunchtime Concert (TLC) 
saw another joint effort between the staff and 
students. The audience was treated to a lovely 

rendition of a French song by Ms. Virginie 
Galy, followed by rousing performances by 
Mr. Darren Lim, Ms. Lucy DeCoursey and Mr. 

Hamidi Ibrahim. There was also a moment of 
poignancy as Ms. Shobana Ramankutty read 
her ode to young Nurin Jazimin. 

Teachers’ Tuesday Lunchtime Concert (TLC)
Miss Thanya Sidhu 

Mandarin Singing 
Competition
Mr DaXin Liu
The lunar new year may be over but the spirit of Chinese New Year remains strong amongst 
our enthusiastic students! As part of the Chinese week celebrations, we had a number of 
students compete in the Mandarin singing competition. What a treat! 

World 
Scholar’s
Cup (WSC)
Mr Darren Lim

World Scholar’s Cup (WSC) practices 
are now taking place every Monday and 
Thursday at 4.30pm.
 
POWIIS is in the midst of gearing our 
Scholars up for the Malaysia Qualifying 
Round in Penang. The qualifying round 
will be hosted by POWIIS on the 14th 
and 15th April 2017, and aims to see our 
bright and vivacious Scholars qualify for 
the Global Round in June.

The past records at the Global Round 
and the Yale University Tournament 
of Champions speak for themselves 
about how excellent our Scholars are, 
but developing some skills is essential. 
The most important thing, apart from 
participating, is developing the confidence 
and soft skills of the student, as well as 
inculcating a desire for learning. 

If you want your child develop these 
skills, please sign them up for WSC now 
by contacting Mr. Darren Lim (dljz@
powiis.edu.my) or Ms. Sylvia Michael 
(sm@powiis.edu.my) by 28th February 
2017. We will be registering all teams by 
this date. Late buses are arranged for all 
WSC participants. 



Miss Lucy DeCoursey
Born and bred in Bermuda, Miss Lucy 
DeCoursey lived there up until she left the 
island to attend university in the United 
Kingdom. After obtaining her qualifications, 
she trained as a teacher there at several 
schools. However, being a teacher was not 

her first job – Lucy has had experience with 
a variety of jobs including being a television 
presenter on a children’s show and being a 
librarian! Her range in jobs equipped her with 
the versatility she exhibits today, and allows 
her to adapt easily to different environments.

Lucy has been at POWIIS for three years now, 
and started as a teacher of Art and Design 
Technology. Now, she is a teacher of Art and 
Computing. Her job includes teaching the 
students to work with a variety of media 
to create art, and she loves seeing them 
explore their creative passions and come 
up with ideas and designs of their own. 
Lucy loves her job but particularly enjoys 
Tuesdays even more for one very special 
reason – Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts (TLC)! 
The concerts allow her to see both teachers 
and students in a new light and understand 
them better in a holistic context, and always 
bring forth new performances.

Having been here for three years, she notes 
that the population of POWIIS has doubled 
in size since her arrival. She looks forward to 
this year’s annual school production, Bugsy 
Malone, and hopes that the students enjoy 
performing in the musical. As an island girl 
herself – albeit from one across the world 
– Lucy loves living in Penang, and especially 
enjoys the atmosphere of Georgetown. The 
relaxed, slightly grungy feel of the streets and 
nooks and crannies of the town, as well as the 
people she has met here, are her favourite 
aspects of Penang. Lucy states that she has 
made many good friends in Penang. 

In her free time, Lucy is very passionate about 
art – she is a professional interdisciplinary 
artist. She exhibits her work regularly, with the 
money from those paintings going to charity. 
She likes engaging with local community 
projects and would like to help them through 
doing what she loves best – by creating art. 
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Meet Our People

Mr Mohamed Fadhil
Mr. Mohamed Fadhil was raised on the 
island and has lived here his whole life. As a 
vital member of the maintenance team, he 
is indeed an asset, having prior experience 
working with CCTVs, access systems and 
alarm systems in Information Solutions 
Sdn. Bhd. 

Fadhil has been here for one and a half years, 
and assists Fazli in all things maintenance. 
His job entails him handling all technical and 
maintenance tasks, including servicing the 
air-conditioners, fire alarm related duties, 
setting up for events and assisting wherever 
he is needed, in the event of any emergency 
technical issues. Fadhil believes that he still 

has more to learn, but enjoys learning and 
gaining new experiences every day at POWIIS. 

Fadhil’s favourite part of the job is the daily 
exposure to new things, and learning of 
the solutions to fix them. He enjoys a good 
challenge, and always wants to be able to 
figure out solutions and fixes to any problems 
the school might have. As an added bonus, 
getting to know everyone in POWIIS and 
forging new friendships has been especially 
enjoyable for Fadhil, who has always been 
shy. In his free time, Fadhil enjoys visiting 
the historical sites around Penang, as well as 
playing sports with his friends and family. His 
favourite activities include football, swimming 
and going to the gym. 

Important Dates for
March 2017

4th March AIMS Conference 

9th March Sports Day

10th - 13th March Half Term Break

24th March Artist in Residence Exhibition 

29th & 30th March Art IGCSE Examination

Click here for full 
school calendar

http://www.powiis.edu.my/about-us/school-calendar/

