
The AIMS (Association of International 
Malaysian Schools) Conference brought 
teachers to POWIIS from all over the country. 
For many it was their first visit to Penang, 
and certainly for most their first time at the 
school. What were their impressions? Perhaps  
some surprises.

We are used to thinking our school’s location 
is relatively isolated, but perhaps that reflects 
an ‘island’ psychology where what constitutes 
a long journey is scaled down. (I remember 
once asking for directions on the Isle of Man in 
the UK from a farmer, who looked somewhat 
concerned when I told him where I wanted 
to be; with a lot of head scratching, and deep 
thought, he described a complex route which I 
tried hard to remember, with expressions like ‘...
then you go ALL the way down there….’ etc. I set 
off on this clearly daunting expedition, to find 
my destination was a stone’s throw away, and 
I was there in no time at all.) Many had driven 
over from Batu Ferringhi in less time than their 
commute in KL traffic. So many commented on 
how nice it was to be surrounded by greenery, 

as opposed to concrete and road intersections. 
Of course the fact that the weather was perfect 
helped, but the overall impression made on our 
more urban visitors was one of a fresh, healthy 
and peaceful environment. We also invited 
several local educational centres and leisure 
facilities to exhibit during the lunch break, again 
showcasing what our region has to offer.

Prior to the event, our admin team learned a 
lot about how other schools operate. Some 
were responsive and organised, and a few 
somewhat less so. But on the day, the detail 
in the organisation, the result of a lot of input 
from academic and support staff, brought 
many compliments. We opened the day with 
two short performances - every school likes to 
showcase its talent - but we didn’t overdo it. 
Our performers were poised and professional, 
our exceptional quality modestly understated. 
Our keynote speaker, a former student of mine, 
managed to dig up some pictures from the 
Himalayas c1995 before the ravages of time 
took their toll on your principal. 25 workshops 
were run by colleagues from all over the 
country; the shipping order of vegetables 
one speaker requested apparently became 
musical instruments…..and, in all, a full day of 
professional conversation which was valued 
by all. The attending schools also supported 
‘The Lost Food Project’, a charity devoted to 
reducing food waste by redistributing surpluses. 
Attendees were entered into a draw for two 
nights luxury accommodation donated by the 
The Shangri La Rasa Sayang Resort and Spa, 
which certainly made her day for a young lady 
from Ipoh.

A scarcity of taxis to get 200 people away at the 
end of the day was anticipated, and buses were 
laid on to take happy attendees away to the 
airport, and their various accommodations for 
those making a weekend of it. So unusual was 
it for some of our visitors to be near a beach, 
that sandy social events went on until the small 
hours for some, whilst others enjoyed a tour of 
Georgetown in the company of POWIIS hosts.

In all, we were very satisfied with what 
we achieved, and proud to showcase our 
school. We probably won’t offer again (!) 
but we felt we ‘raised the bar’ for future 
years. As with all collective endeavours, 
the sense of a job well done, is good  
for everyone.
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From the Principal
Mr Simon Leese

Click here for POWIIS 
Facebook page and website

(continued on pg2)

Photo Gallery - AIMS Conference 

More photos available for download: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5wfu48k4xncaokq/AADPC0vFzb4jvKMDLYn_ZSZna?dl=0

https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Wales-Island-International-School-104861539574198/timeline
http://www.powiis.edu.my/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5wfu48k4xncaokq/AADPC0vFzb4jvKMDLYn_ZSZna?dl=0
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Last weekend found me in Beijing for the 
twice yearly business meeting of FOBISIA 
(Federation of British International Schools in 
Asia). Unfortunately, the traveling took me away 
from Sports Day, which I know went very well. 
Beijing turned on beautiful blue skies for most 
of the time, and it was a pleasant respite from 
the temperature of Penang. The first blossom 
trees were out, the city centre immaculate, 
and there was much to see and experience in 
the small amount of leisure time available. I 
had never seen a traditional ‘face changing’ 
entertainer before - I (rather sadly perhaps) had 
to find a slow motion YouTube clip to reveal 
the mystery! A lasting impression is how little 
English is spoken, and this provided a context 
to appreciate the language development of our 

students from overseas. Despite no common 
language between us, an elderly Chinese 
gentleman was able to explain which stones in 
the Great Wall were original and which were the 
result of several renovations. We were fortunate 
to enjoy a small part of that extraordinary site 
with such small crowds. 

Over the two weekends, I made friends with 
some fascinating hissing cockroaches courtesy 
of Entopia, but failed to convince my wife 
about their suitability as pets. In Beijing, we 
were unable to convince each other that trying 
deep fried scorpion was a good idea. Those 
minor issues aside, two productive and highly  
worthwhile weekends. 

Hollywood Ball
Mrs Amanda Stokes

A group of students in Year 10 and Mr De Leon are kindly organizing a school Ball for our 
pupils on Saturday 1st April from 6.30pm until 10pm. This will be held at POWIIS with 
entertainment provided by our own talented musicians and pupil bands. Ballroom 
dancing will form a major part of the evening and demonstrations and lessons will 
be provided to teach pupils some of the most popular styles. The dress code for 
the evening is ‘Smart Formal Ball’ attire and this is a compulsory requirement for  
everyone attending. 

Pupils interested in attending will need to purchase their ticket and book their transport 
at the same time. Please see Kelly Ji Xuan and the Ball Committee in the canteen  
at lunchtimes.

Strictly no ticket sales or transport booking will be accepted after MONDAY 20TH MARCH.

The ticket price is RM20 and this includes transport, snacks and drinks. We suggest that pupils 
eat a more substantial meal before they leave home for the evening. 

We will notify parents of bus times by Friday 24th March. 

Basketball 
Friendly 
Match
Mr DaXin Liu

On Monday afternoon, POWIIS had a friendly 
basketball game with the team from Balik 
Pulau’s Sacred Heart High School. The match 
was very exciting, and the result was 66-48, 
with Sacred Heart coming out on top. It was 
evident that both teams played their hearts 
out and did their very best, with everyone 
enjoying themselves immensely, and forging  
new friendships! 

School 
Absence
Mrs Amanda Stokes

Please could we remind parents to contact 
Mrs Stokes (as@powiis.edu.my) whenever 
possible regarding absences from school, 
including leaving school early. It is very 
important that we know where every pupil 
is and we must be vigilant about ensuring 
students going off site are doing so safely. 
Pupils who leave school during the school 
day must collect a ‘gate-pass’ from Mrs 
Stokes which is checked and collected by 
the security guards as they exit. Additionally 
pupils must also sign out in Reception.

Thank you. 
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University 
Visits
Miss Adele Bowden

There will be university seminars from 9 visiting 
universities from the United Kingdom. The 
seminars will be held on Thursday, the 23rd of 
March, from 3.15 pm to 4.15 pm. Attendance 
for this event is compulsory for the Year 12s, 
whilst Year 13 students are encouraged to 
attend. Students should check their email for 
more details, as well as information regarding 
the choices of seminars.

On Saturday, the 25th of March, there will be 
an educational fair organised by the British 
Council. The fair will be held at G Hotel from 
1pm to 6pm. POWIIS will not organise any visits 
to this fair, unless there are requests to do so. It 
is recommended that the Year 12s visit this fair 
to get as much information as possible about 
studying at institutions in the United Kingdom. 

On Thursday, the 6th of April, an advisor from 
‘Education USA’ will be visiting POWIIS during 
lunchtime. Students are encouraged to drop in 
and ask any questions they may have regarding 
applications to study in the United States of 
America, or general questions about studying 
there. The advisor will be in the Sixth Form 
Centre from 12.30pm to 1.30pm. 

In conjunction with World Book Day, the staff 
at POWIIS really got into the spirit as the halls 
were filled with famous literary characters. 
The students were delighted to see the well-
loved personalities come to life, and to have 
Harry Potter teaching them Music! 

World Book 
Day
Miss Suzie Allen

St Patricks’ Day
Miss Aoife Stranney 

The POWIIS art and music department took part in the St Patricks’ Day festival and parade at 
Straits Quay on Saturday, the 11th of March, and walked away with the second prize for the 
best float in the parade! 

U14 Boys’ Football
Mr Matthew Eccles 

On Sunday, the 5th of March, the U14 boys’ football team played their first competitive 
11-a-side game! This was part of the new Liga Akademi Bola Sepak Pulau Pinang 
(LABPP) league which comprises some of the top academy teams in Penang. POWIIS 
emerged with a 2-0 victory over Baharol Alam Football Club, courtesy of goals from 
Justin Lau and Angad Khalsa. The wonderful work and support we have received from 
both the boys and the parents involved have been invaluable this season, and we 
thank everyone involved! 
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Sports Day 
2017
Mr Liam Streat

Last Thursday, POWIIS held its annual Sports 
Day. It was wonderful to see all the students so 
involved, and enthusiastic about representing 
their respective houses! Durham emerged 
as the overall victor, staying true to their 
motto – Never Tamed! POWIIS would like to 
thank all members of the staff, as well as the 
members of the Parent Teacher Committee 
for their help in making the event such  
a smashing success! 

POWIIS ATHLETICS RECORDS (JUNIOR)

Junior Girls Time/Distance Junior Boys Time/Distance

80m Ju Sein 9.12s Chester Yeo 7.97s

200m Noor Van Wetten 33.00s Jahkesh Singh 29.07s

300m Dlynn Lim 0.59.31m - -

400m Chu Jia Yi 1.19.09m Fu Guang Xu/
Gobind Khalsa 1.07.00m

800m Diyora Rakhimova 3.17m Yutaro Miya 2.41m

1500m Rachel Yee Shing Poh 6.47m Bryan He 5.43m

Long Jump Teh Ming Min 3.80m Guang Xu Fu 5.20m

High Jump Angelique Atienza 1.15m Gobind Khalsa 1.42m

Shot Put Chew Pei Hong 7.25m Zhen Loong 11.17m

Discus Ju Sein 17.6m Lim Zhen Loong 22.50m

Javelin Sarah Li Jia 13.80 Kai Sheng Neoh 23.90m

75m Hurdles Angelique Atienza 17.33s Michael Tolley 12.19s

POWIIS ATHLETICS RECORDS (SENIOR)

Senior Girls Time/Distance Senior Boys Time/Distance

80m Khaw Wen Wen 10.00s Desmond Koay 7.82s

200m Maud Van Wetten 31.9s Robbie Balclarek 27.31s

300m - - - -

400m Sharon Lee 1.13.97m Daiki Itoi 1:06m

800m Sharon Lee 2.54.99m Tomoya Itoi 2.30.16m

1500m Serena Lim 6.40.00 Tomoya Ito 5.34m

Long Jump Naomi Takeuchi 4m Ryu Yamaguchi 5.50m

High Jump Naomi Takeuchi 1.19m Navinsamy Harikrishnan 1.54m

Shot Put Tip Pojchanakarn 8.10m Lee Kah Meng 11.16m

Discus Samantha Gill 17.75m Preston Lim 28.50m

Javelin Tip Pojchanakarn 14.20m Alvin Seo 34.46m

75m Hurdles Naomi Takeuchi 16.00s Daniel Ng 9.97s

= new record

= new record
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PLAY – An Interactive Art Exhibition 
by We Are Artists
Miss Lucy DeCoursey

Five of our teachers are involved in PLAY – An Interactive Art 
Exhibition organised by We Are Artists. The exhibition takes place at 
Hin Bus Depot, and will be on show from the 1st of April to the 18th 
of April. We Are Artists is an international collective that promotes 
the 3 C’s – Creativity, Collaboration, and Community. PLAY aims to 

challenge pre-conceived definitions of what art can be, and features 
a variety of media. The exhibition also features performances, and 
a wide variety of workshops that include art, dancing, textiles, and 
meditation! Additional details can be found at www.wearearts.net, 
or at their Facebook page, www.facebook.com/weareartsnet. 

Year 8 
Extended 
Project
Mrs Farida Khan-Evans

The Year 8s had their Extended Project this 
term, themed ‘Healthy Me’. The students 
visited the Tropical Fruit Farm last week to learn 
more about fruits and their health benefits. 
The Year 8s enjoyed the trip immensely – 
perhaps because they were allowed to eat as 
much fruit as they wanted! 

http://www.wearearts.net
http://www.facebook.com/weareartsnet
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Bugsy 
Malone 
Rehearsals
Mrs April Boyd

The rehearsals for POWIIS’ annual musical 
production are now officially underway! 
This year’s production, Bugsy Malone, is 
scheduled for the 7th of July 2017 at 7pm 
whilst the 8th of July show starts at 3pm. 
Both dates will be open for the public to 
watch and enjoy! The tickets for the show 
will be on sale shortly. 

U16 Girls’ 
Netball
Miss Paula Sunderland

The U16 girls’ netball team travelled to 
Singapore last weekend to take part in the South-
East Asia Netball Tournament. POWIIS is proud 
to announce that the girls came second in their 
league, beating top teams from Kuala Lumpur, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and Thailand! Although 
the team lost to the Australian International 
School in the final, the girls did an amazing job. 
They worked tirelessly, playing 10 games over 
2 days, and winning 6. POWIIS congratulates 
them for their wonderful sportsmanship 
and for being outstanding ambassadors for  
the school! 



Miss Najwa Adnan
Miss Najwa Adnan grew up in Saudi Arabia 
after moving to the Middle East with her 
family when she was 10 years old. She was 
enrolled in several international schools there 
for her primary and secondary education over 
the course of 9 years. She obtained her IGCSE 
qualifications in Saudi Arabia, before moving 
back to Malaysia to start her A Levels program 
at INTEC Education College in Shah Alam. 
Following that, Najwa decided to enrol in a 
Physics and Applied Environmental Science 

programme at Keele University in the United 
Kingdom. It was there that she discovered 
that she had a penchant for educating, as she 
started tutoring part time at a tuition centre. 
As a mathematics and physics tutor, she 
taught a range of levels, from Keystage 3 up  
to A Levels. 

Najwa graduated in July 2016, and joined 
POWIIS in November 2016 as the Physics 
technician and a tutor for the boarding 
students. Although she has only been here 
for four months, Najwa has demonstrated her 
capabilities and expertise in the laboratory. 
As the Physics laboratory technician, 
she prepares the apparatus for practical 
lessons and assists with the preparation of 
materials, stock inventory, and helps with the 
maintenance of the equipment used. She also 
uses practical sheets, in which she lists down 
every experiment that has been conducted 
and how to use the apparatus and equipment 
needed. Aside from that, she handles the 
purchase orders for the materials needed, 
and finds time to try out the experiments or 
demonstrations beforehand to make sure 
everything goes according to plan, and that 
there is no room for mishaps. 

Najwa also coordinates a weekly after 
school activity called Sustainable Fashion. 

She teaches the students to use recycled 
materials like newspapers, old clothes, snack 
packs, bottles, and tin cans to make wearable 
items. She also acts as a boarding tutor 
after school. Generally, the sessions will be 
conducted once the student asks for help with 
revision or homework, but she has recently 
started organising revision groups for A Level 
and IGCSE students to help them for their 
upcoming examinations. Najwa’s favourite 
part of the job is the designing and trying out 
experiments and demonstrations, and she 
recently helped with the creation of the dark 
sensor, where an LED light would light up in 
the dark. She also enjoys teaching and helping 
the students whenever she can. 

Najwa looks forward to gaining more 
experiences at POWIIS as she feels that the 
school has a lot to offer to both the students and 
the staff. At the moment, she is participating in 
the POWIIS International Teaching Certificate, 
which is part of the Professional Development 
scheme. The working environment at POWIIS, 
as well as her interaction with the lovely people 
here has helped Najwa in being away from 
home, as well as the delicious delights of the 
island! In her free time, she loves discovering 
and trying out new things and exploring  
new places.  
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Meet Our People

Artist in 
Residence
Miss Holly Clements

This Friday, on the 24th of March, there will be a showcase of the work our artist in residence has 
created whilst at POWIIS. The exhibition will be held in the POWIIS dance studio from 1pm. Holly 
looks forward to sharing the paintings and prints she has created thus far! 
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Miss Su Ning Kam
Miss Su Ning Kam obtained her Masters of 
Arts (English Language and Linguistics) Hons 
from the University of Science, Malaysia. 
Following that, she moved on to Tunku Abdul 
Rahman College where she trained as a 
teacher and worked there for several years. 
At the college, she taught the students English 
at a Diploma and Certificate level, and her 
job equipped her with the necessary skills to 
manage big classes, meet tight deadlines as 
well as maintain her work habits. This chapter 
began to draw to a close when Su Ning 
decided to seek career and personal growth 
in a new environment, and she began work at 
INTI International College in Penang.

At INTI, she was very satisfied career-wise 
as there were plenty of new opportunities, 
as well as a wealth of new experiences that 
she was more than ready to take on. Su Ning 
taught English as a Second Language to the 
students who were interested in continuing 
their education abroad, particularly in New 
South Wales. Her role as a lecturer then 
expanded as she was offered the chance 
to join a team of internal moderators 
for the American University Program for 
Business English. Following that, Su Ning 
then discovered that there was an Industrial 
Training Centre at the college when she was 
approached by one of the staff members 
to train a class of adult learners in English. 
She was very pleased with the offer, as she 
saw this as another opportunity to broaden 
her horizons and gave her insight into the  
training industry.

This experience proved invaluable as Su Ning 
spent her weekends training potential airline 
applicants in an academy in Georgetown. 
She thoroughly enjoyed this part time job as 
she managed to connect with the aspiring 
flight attendants and gained a wealth of 
knowledge in terms of airlines and carriers, 
along with travel tips. This prompted her 
decision to venture further into the training 
and hospitality industry, and she then joined 
a five-star hotel in Georgetown. She worked 

as an in-house trainer at a supervisory level 
for several years, which provided her with 
on the job training whenever she needed 
any. During her time there, Su Ning managed 
to obtain her certification in training as she 
had completed a one year certificate course 
in Supervisory Skills Management. She loved 
her job as it gave her plenty of opportunities 
to meet all sorts of people, and liaise with her 
colleagues from various departments.
 
However, Su Ning’s passion for education 
never strayed as she returned to the field in 
February 2012, where she joined POWIIS as 
an English Support and Malay teacher and 
Somerset’s housemaster. Currently, she is 
putting her skills and capabilities to good 
use and has a supervisory role in the Malay 
department, whilst also being a teacher of 
Malay. As the most senior member in her 
department, Su Ning oversees the syllabus 
planning of the subject, as well as makes 
sure that everything in her department goes 
smoothly. Apart from teaching advanced 
Malay to students from all year groups, 
she also manages, organises, and provides 
solutions in the Malay department to ensure 
that all Malay teachers are moving in a similar 
direction in their teaching.

Su Ning loves being an educator and lives 
her life by the quote “Teaching is a work of 
heart”. As a result, she enjoys every moment 
in and out of the classroom. She particularly 
enjoys how the various personalities of the 
students from all year groups are so diverse, 
and embraces her role whole-heartedly. In 
the classroom, Su Ning’s role is a teacher, 
and that includes encompassing other roles. 
She is a story-teller, a mother, an educator, a 
tutor, an examiner to her students.

At POWIIS, she enjoys the cultural exchange 
that occurs between the students and staff 
on a daily basis. There is a warmth, as well 
as a pleasant feeling, that can be felt in the 
community, and she likes how everyone 
knows each other by their names, even after 
the population has increased. The sense of 

camaraderie and familiarity is difficult to find 
anywhere else, but it is clearly evident at 
POWIIS. Having been here for five years, Su 
Ning is proud of POWIIS as it has grown from 
being a new school to being a landmark in the 
Balik Pulau town. She is also pleased with the 
addition of more varied subject choices that 
are offered to the students, and loves the 
hustle and bustle of the school – especially 
during and after lunch!

Su Ning previously lived on the Northeast 
Penang Island district for over twenty years, 
before she made the shift to Balik Pulau 
eight years ago. The lush greenery, beautiful 
scenery and the misty hills made her feel as 
though she was living on the highlands in the 
beginning! Seeing the garden lizards emerge 
from within the fauna after a particularly 
heavy bout of rain was a new experience for 
Su Ning, and she has loved every moment 
of her time here. A highlight of living within 
Balik Pulau is definitely the local fruit season, 
and Su Ning looks forward the season each 
year to enjoy the delectable fruits available. 
During her leisure time, she enjoys cooking, 
dining out with her family and gardening. 
Unfortunately, her gardening is on hold at the 
moment, as she has just had a new addition to 
her family! She devotes her time after work to 
her three-year-old and her newborn son. Her 
free time is dedicated to spending time with 
her family.  

Important Dates
for March 2017

18th March Drama Showcase

24th March Artist in Residence Exhibition

25th March IGCSE Art Workshop

29th & 30th March IGCSE Art Examination 

Click here for full 
school calendar

http://www.powiis.edu.my/about-us/school-calendar/

