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Mr Simon Leese

greatest danger lies. When one person believes
an outcome is so obvious others could not
possibly find it difficult, that is when discussion
is most needed. If neither is sure, they talk more
until agreement is reached.

An architect once told me the thing he dreads
hearing from a client is ‘you know, I always
wanted to be an architect’. He knew it promised
time spent dissuading the client from telling
him how to do his job. The expression ‘you
don’t keep a dog and bark yourself’ might have
been quoted in frustration - why would you pay
someone to do what he has trained for years to
do, and then tell him how to do it? On the other
hand, do you have to blindly follow everything
he says? The best outcomes come from good
communication, and respect for each other’s
views and ideas. Having been closely involved
in major school building projects, on occasions
major mistakes were avoided by common
sense tempering pure artistry. Some of the
best and most creative ideas can prove very
difficult to translate into reality, at least within
a manageable budget. I have listened to many
constructors patiently explaining practical
realities to ambitious designers.
Every apparently easy to solve problem has
dimensions which only full communication
will reveal. To some the issue is so obvious ‘how can others not see it?’. That is where the

Teachers have a slightly different problem but,
like architects, are used to others thinking
they know what is involved, and being keen
to share their views. They perhaps don’t hear
‘you know I always wanted to be a teacher’ so
often, but everyone went to school… Some have
no hesitation in declaring what is required in a
given situation. But the REAL job of teacher is
not so obvious.
Students who don’t understand, present a
proper challenge to a teacher, and they offer
the greatest satisfaction from progress made.
The easiest self-congratulation comes from
measured outcomes - grades. But effective and
creative adults operate outside what is easy to
accomplish, on the edge of the unachievable.
Finding solutions to new problems is not just
one way to develop an enquiring intellect - it is
the only way. Sitting courteously and attentively
waiting to assemble an iGCSE in mathematics
may not be enough. Some parents are quite
confident that is all that is needed - apparently,
the solution is so obvious ‘how can others not
see it?’
Trained teachers know what ‘learning’ can
appear to be, but they also know what ‘learning
to learn’ actually involves. How can we really
develop stronger learning attitudes, rather
than just talk about the need for them? There
was some misinterpretation of proposed

curriculum change in Finland recently, where
more innovative cross curricular project work
is to be overlaid onto the existing programmes.
They are not, as reported, abandoning subject
specialisms. Some years ago, I was introduced
to a much more radical idea, and believe the
value of it remains as relevant now as ever.
The idea was used at primary level. Individual
children chose a subject which they would study
in depth, over their school career.
“If one is master of one thing and
understands one thing well, one has, at
the same time, insight into and
understanding of many things.”
(VINCENT VAN GOGH)
In addition to all their other tasks, children
pursued this topic. They accumulated
information, recorded, evaluated, learnt. As
they learnt, they expanded their scope. Let us
suppose they chose ‘apples’ - types, flavours,
colours - later, growing areas, climates, insect
pests - later still the biology of germination, bees,
storage, refrigeration, transport, supermarkets,
market economics… the sophistication and
scope growing with them. The important thing
was they grew their own knowledge, committing
to learning - they really ‘learnt to learn’, not for
a few weeks’ ‘project’, but over years. Their
original topic was the seed; they grew an ever
increasing range of knowledge from it.
So why do so many children, and their parents,
not look beyond grades in isolated subjects as a
single measure of intellectual growth? Parents
and teachers need to sit down together like
architects and builders. (continued on pg2)

Photo Gallery - Dance Tuesday Lunchtime Concert (TLC)
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The bits everyone can see may look good
on paper and even on the outside of the
building when the sun is shining. They may
even look better that the ones next door.
The test is whether the structure will keep
monsoon rain out. Anyone who thinks
grades are enough, needs to be ready to
get wet. Talk to the builders. The builders of
durable learning are teachers.

Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet performed
by the Handlebards
Mrs April Boyd

Drama
Showcase
Mrs April Boyd

Support the following Dramatic Activities:
You are invited to attend a FREE event:
A Drama Showcase of Selected
Drama Work
Saturday, 18 March 2017 at 10:00 am
Prince of Wales Island
International School Auditorium
There will be drama work including:
Year 7; Year 8; Year 9, Year 10; Year 11;
Year 12 and Trinity Drama Activity Club.

Bugsy Malone
– July 2017 –

Our annual musical this year
is Alan Parker’s

Bugsy Malone
Be sure to mark your
calendars with the very
important performance dates,
which are:
Wednesday, 5 July at 3:00 pm
– invited audience only
Thursday, 6 July at 3:00 pmboarders and students
Friday, 7 July at 7:00 pm
(Georgetown Day)
Saturday, 8 July at 3:00 pm
and gala to follow
Tickets will be on sale shortly.

An extremely successful theatre visit to Penang Pac at Straits Quay was held on Friday, 24th
February. This extra-curricular cultural event was attended by 30 IGCSE and A-Level Drama
students with the two drama teachers, Mr. and Mrs. Boyd. The students were able to access the
traditional tragedy of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet in a new and innovative way, where humour
and light-heartedness was often displayed by the performers through ingenious improvisation.
The result was a contemporary production that was accessible to the modern audience.
Through the exciting performance put on by the Handlebards, the students will be able to
evaluate and analyse the traditional performance through a new lens. Hopefully, the performance
managed to broaden their horizons, as well as their creativity and exploratory work.

Artist in Residence
Miss Holly Clements

Since being the artist in residence at
POWIIS, Miss Clements has been actively
working in various media, including Lino
print, etching and painting. She cites
Penang as her source of inspiration, due
to the island’s many wonders. The Tropical
Spice Gardens, the Kek Lok Si temple and
the many architectural details evident
in temples and historical buildings in
Penang have served as the creative forces
behind her creations. Miss Clements also
enjoys being in a school environment
and surrounded by passionate staff and
students, believing it to be a very enriching
experience. She is excited to be sharing her
works during her exhibition, which will be
held at POWIIS on the 24th of March, as
well as having the opportunity of having
her works displayed during the upcoming
AIMS conference.
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Cross Country 2017
Mr Oliver Roberts

POWIIS held its annual Cross Country event at the Botanical Gardens,
with the help of the Warrior Fitness team. The team led the students
through a rousing warm-up, which included a pre-run dance workout
in Quarry Park. The event fully kicked off when the students made their
way to the gardens to begin the competitive and the fun runs.
The students energised to participating in the run, and exhibited
exemplary behaviour and attitude towards the whole event. The
collective effort by both the staff and students resulted in a successful
event, with everyone taking something away from the morning,
regardless of the medals and cups!

An Evening
for Year 11
Parents

Higher Education Fairs
Miss Adele Bowden

Miss Thanya Sidhu

The year 11 parents evening event was
held in conjunction with the launch of
the Sixth form prospectus as well as
explanations about new and current
developments in the sixth form. We
hope the night was an informative one
for all!

Also:
More dates for University Visits and upcoming
Education Fayres. It is compulsory for Year12’s
to attend unless stated.

PTC
Meeting
The next PTC meeting
will be held on the
11th of March in the
Recital Room.

6th March - ‘The Technological Future’ lecture
from Eric Cooke, Uni of Southampton, 3.15pm Last week saw the first two Higher Education 4.15pm. Sixth Form Centre.
Fairs taking place at POWIIS. This was an exciting
prospect for both POWIIS and the sixth formers as 16th March : University Education Fayre:
it provided a chance to receive information about Australia, United Kingdom, New Zealand
courses and education possibilities in Canada, UK, Exhibition. 3pm – 7pm, Hotel Jen, Penang.
Australia, and USA. The feedback received from Students expected to make their own way there
the institutions were that our students are very unless transport requested.
positive and they were impressed by the intelligent
questions asked, which occasionally stumped 23rd March - 8 x UK University Institutions who
the visitors. Our students exhibited remarkable will be giving short seminars to year12/year13’s.
maturity, as the questions asked clearly reflected 3.15pm - 4.15pm. Topics range from ‘Careers in
their interest in their future. Many of the future Law and Biomedical Science to Writing a Great
Year 11s sought further information regarding Personal Statement’. Students will receive more
to the institutions they would like to attend, as information shortly.
well as the subjects that would be relevant to
the courses they intended to follow. The visiting 25th March - British Educational Fayre. Students
universities were impressed by their foresight, and expected to make their own way there unless
transport requested.
would love to return in the future!
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The Big POWIIS Readathon 2017
Miss Suzie Allen

POWIIS has been swept up in a flurry of
pages this week. The Big POWIIS Readathon,
which started on Saturday 25th February and
runs until the 5th March, has seen students
and staff embracing reading with lots of
fun activities.

Thursday was the highlight of the week, as
it was World Book Day. The staff were seen
dressed as their favourite character from
literature. Students found Peter Pan teaching
them Maths, Harry Potter teaching them
English and even James Bond teaching Science!

The Readathon is a sponsored event to
raise money for charitable causes and we
appreciated all the support we got from
the POWIIS community. So please join us
in supporting, sponsoring and encouraging
our students reading for the Big POWIIS
Readathon – two days left!

Students have been able to listen to teachers
reading their favourite poems and stories beside
the fireplace in the library at lunch times.

Houses competed on Monday to see which
House has the greatest Literary knowledge in
the Inter-House Literature Quiz.

The Houses have created their own cozy reading corners with various themes and comfortable
cushions to curl up on and add to their reading tracking forms for the sponsored readathon.

Dance Tuesday Laos Traditional Dance
Lunchtime
Concert (TLC)
Miss Thanya Sidhu

Miss Thanya Sidhu

POWIIS’ first ever Dance Tuesday Lunchtime
Concert (TLC) entertained the audience, as the
students performed in solos, duets, trios and
even quartets! There was a variety of genres
present, ranging from hip hop to jazz and ballet
to Korean Pop. This also served as a prequel
to a POWIIS Dance Competition that might be
happening sometime in the near future...!

The visiting students from Panyathip International School enchanted the audience with a lovely
traditional dance. Accompanied by an informative slideshow on the history and delights of Laos,
the performance was certainly a success!
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MSSPP Achievements 2017
Mr Edwin Lim

Squash

Rachel Poh Yee-Shing (Year 9)
Tournament date for MSSPP State Level:
13th-16th February 2017
Achievement: 3rd Place for Girls Under 15
Next tournament date: 18th - 24th March
2017 (National Level)
Venue: Selangor

Table Tennis

Table Tennis Balik Pulau Zone
Venue: SJKC Chong Cheng
Date: 7,8 & 10th February 2017
Achievements:
Boys’ Doubles 3rd place
1. Lim Zhen Loong
2. Yee Yong Chuan
Girls’ Doubles 3rd place
1. Chen Tian Ying
2. Maud Van Wetten

Boys’ Team 3rd place
1. Lim Zhen Loong
2. Yee Yong Chuan
3. Tan Gui Fu
4. Eugene Leong
5. Chu Jia Zheng
Girls’ Team 2nd place
1. Chen Tian Ying
2. Sabrina Gee
3. Maud Van Wetten
4. Polypen Pojchanakarn (Tip)
All are under 18 category although we have two
boys who are still eligible to play under 12 or 15.

Cross Country

Another
achievement
which is the MSSPP crosscountry 2017 state level.
Under 18 Girls
1. Teh Ming Min
(7th position) - selected
to represent the state for
national level.
2. Serena Lim Shay Ann
(8th position)

Unity Run 2017

Unity Run 2017
Date: 26 Feb 2017
Time: 7:30am
Venue: SMK Westlands
Achievement:
Under 18 Girls
Total particpant: about 800
in this category
1. Serena Lim Shay Ann
(3rd place)
2. Teh Ming Min (4th place)

Congratulations to all the
students who participated!
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Meet Our People
Jeremy’s time spent in the South West saw
him starting work within schools and local
communities, where he began teaching A
Level Photography and coaching sports.
Subsequently, after a period of time, he
decided to move to Penang with his wife and
son to begin work at POWIIS.

Mr. Jeremy Stokes
Mr. Jeremy Stokes obtained a BSc Honours
Degree in Electronic and Electrical
Engineering at Birmingham University,
before joining the Royal Air Force as an
Engineering Officer. There, he enjoyed
several exciting and rewarding roles, which
included running communications on an
airbase, looking after military satellites in
space and even commanding an autonomous
communications base.
Jeremy decided after several years to leave
the Royal Air Force to pursue his dream of
working for a conservation charity in Oxford,
where he helped to run projects both in the
UK and worldwide. Whilst working there,
he was thrilled with the opportunities this
allowed as the members of the public were
allowed to work with scientists in the field
on exciting conservation projects – projects
that included marine life, mammals, ecology
and health care.
Although this was an extremely rewarding
job, Jeremy then started a new chapter in
his life as he moved with his family to the
beautiful South Coast of England to enjoy a
life away from the cities and towns. There, he
began work for a government organisation
that aimed to protect the interests of
vulnerable young people. He enjoyed the
opportunities this gave him to interact with
the youths, which acted as a prelude to his
next job in the South West.

This year is Jeremy’s fifth year at POWIIS,
where he is both the Exams Officer and the
Durham Housemaster. His job as an Exams
Officer entails him managing all aspects
of the external IGCSE and A Level exams,
as well as everything else exam related.
However, he says that being Durham
Housemaster has been the most enjoyable
role he has ever had! To him, it is not really
a job – it is a way of life! He is extremely
passionate about his role as Housemaster,
and feels very lucky to have a large ‘family’
of wonderful pupils of all ages. Indeed, his
favourite part of the job is undoubtedly
being the Durham Housemaster! Jeremy
has particularly enjoyed coaching sport at
POWIIS, especially during his time spent
with the students coaching cricket, football
and rugby. He states that they are more
than welcome to visit him in Edinburgh –
provided they bring along a scarf and gloves!
He and his family will miss both POWIIS and
the amazing students that made POWIIS
into such an exciting and rewarding place to
work at. However, they look forward to new
challenges that they will meet in his next job
at the oldest school in Scotland!
Jeremy will most definitely miss the relaxed
island life in Penang, as he has enjoyed
many an afternoon wandering around
George Town taking photographs, and
encapsulating memories and years in them.
However, rest assured that he will continue
doing so, regardless of wherever he goes to
in the future!

Important Dates
for March 2017

Click here for full
school calendar

4th March

AIMS Conference

9th March

Sports Day

10th - 13th March

Half Term Break

24th March

Artist in Residence Exhibition

29th & 30th March

Art IGCSE Examination

Miss Thanya Sidhu
Miss Thanya Sidhu obtained a Bachelor in
English Language (Hons) from the University
of Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR), where she
interned at POWIIS for three months as
part of her program. Consequently, Thanya
proceeded to join POWIIS to gain more
experience and exposure in an academic
setting as this would prove vital to her future
in the academic world.
During her internship, she helped out in
the administrative departments whilst also
attending selected classes and year groups to
observe the different teaching styles exhibited
by different teachers when teaching different
year groups.
Thanya joined POWIIS once again after her
completion of studies in September, and she
will continue doing what she was doing before
for a one-year period before going on to pursue
a Masters’ in Education in Queensland. As she
is in POWIIS to gain valuable experience, she is
grateful to have the opportunity to be exposed
to the multifaceted world of academia. Her
tasks in the administrative department include
helping out with the marketing department,
proof-reading and writing some articles for
the fortnightly newsletter, The Pulse, helping
out with the admissions department, writing
captions for social media posts, helping
out with the reception duties whenever
necessary, coordinating events, and generally
being extremely helpful!
She also coordinates the weekly Journalism
Club, and attends class observations to learn
various teaching styles and how to create
a conducive environment. She also enjoys
attending the PITC sessions – a part of
Professional Development – as it gives her
very good ideas to use and develop in the
future. In her leisure time, Thanya enjoys
reading, sampling the culinary delights the
island has to offer, and travelling wherever
and whenever she can.

