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Mr Simon Leese

I have just finished a round of brief
conversations with all members of year 11, to
hear their current plans for next year. Our sixth
form is set to grow by 20% next September,
which is of course pleasing.
A significant number of students are attracted
to alternative A level providers, and reduced
cost is often mentioned. An increasing trend
is towards ‘foundation courses’ both here
and abroad. My view is this option may be
a positive choice, when leading directly to a
specific career option for which the course is a
preparation. The downside is restricted options
and choice thereafter. It is, however, a concern
to hear such an option is often attractive
because it is ‘shorter’ and ‘easier’. An ‘easier’
option to A levels which carries an expectation
of arriving at the same end point, should, in
my view, be treated with great caution. Self
evidently, with A levels, the IB and numerous

other examination systems around the world,
strong pre-university preparation is a two year
project. But perhaps my biggest concern is that
whilst many of our students have a clear sense
of direction, a minority are passengers on the
journey towards their future, when they should
be the drivers.

longer term consequences of decisions made at
this stage. I extend an invitation to all parents to
take advantage of the considerable experience
within the school in regard to such decisions,
whatever options are favoured at this stage.
The best interests of the student will always be
put first.

A levels are not the right option for some.
Indeed, around the world degree qualification
is often questioned as a predictor of longer
term success in some careers. But structured
advanced study will always be the bedrock of
professional life, and for most the way for future
direction to be charted. So how can our current
students make the best long term decisions?

POWIIS has relationships with agents for
bringing students to the school, and many are
expert in putting before students options for
the future. Indeed, I learned of some options in
my conversations this year I was not aware of,
and can see their attractiveness. My concern
is not therefore with the quality of the advice
available, but more with that passivity of some
of our students; a sporting allusion is ‘having
skin in the game’ describing commitment and
involvement, to achieve competitive success.
Schools, including POWIIS, must constantly
work to give our students that vision, that
insight, that determination.

One of our students described to me an
intention to do a foundation course in a
particular subject, at a particular university, in a
particular city in the UK. The subject choice she
had some interest in, but hardly a passion for.
The university she knew nothing about. The city
she had never seen, and she had never been to
the UK. Having a very wide experience of student
placement in the UK, I can say the institution,
whilst having some strengths, may not be
amongst the highest regarded, entry levels
modest when compared to the highly selective
universities, and the city itself is, in all honesty,
hardly a holiday destination. It was not difficult
to recognise a third party recommendation,
incentivised by that institution to find students.
Universities select, and they recruit. It is so
important that our students are able to see the
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The growth in our sixth form is satisfying, built
as it is on positive choice and clear goals. We
also have large years moving up the school,
and are, for the first time, facing limiting entry
at some levels. As a large year 9 approaches a
start of GCSEs, next year entry into year 10 will
inevitably become more competitive. Those
interested are being advised to contact the
school early.
Parents of our potential leavers are reminded
to lodge their withdrawal (continued on pg2)
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notice before the end of this term. Those
who are still undecided should register
‘provisional withdrawal’ (which can be
rescinded) to protect deposits.
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New Sixth Form Uniform
Miss Adele Bowden

Some of the conversations with students
offered some entertainment. When I
asked one what his father did for a living,
I had to assume the spelling of his reply
was ‘steel’....
I wish all an enjoyable break, and hope
those facing examinations in Term 3 will use
their time wisely.

Senior Boys’
Football
Mr Liam Streat

What a game! POWIIS had a friendly
match against Uplands School last week,
and ended the game with a score of 1-3.
Congratulations to the winning team from
Uplands, and we look forward to more
matches soon!

The new uniform for sixth form is optional for all year 12 and 13 from the start of Term 3, and
will be required for all current year 11s (and new entrants) from September 2017. Current
year 12s may continue to use their existing uniform for their final year if they wish.
Any year 12 students who brought new uniform on entry in January 2017, may return the
jacket (only) provided it is in immaculate condition, to the school shop for a 50% refund (The
school will normally accept excellent condition jackets at 25%).
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Educational Change and Reform
Mr Kirk Green

“Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.”
As one of Nelson Mandela’s most famous and
repeated quotes, this statement rings true
across the globe. Whilst an extremely powerful
and optimistic statement, the unfortunate
consequence of it is that education can
rarely be separated from politics, as how the
world should change is clearly a matter of
political opinion. Therefore, in the majority of
democratic countries, when there is a change
in government, education reform is at the top
of the new leaders’ agenda.
The UK has been going through such a reform
over the last few years. The changes that
are being implemented cover a vast range,
including moving to terminal exams for all
courses, eliminating AS as part of the A Level
course, changing the grading system for
GCSEs and reintroducing academic selection
for some UK state schools. Thankfully, being
an international school, we are protected

PSAC
Athletics Meet
Mr Liam Streat

On Friday, the 24th of March, we sent some
of our athletes to represent the school in
the PSAC athletics meet at the city stadium.
All of the students competed brilliantly but
special mentions must go to Chester Yeo and
Maud Van Wetten who both broke POWIIS
athletic records! Well done to Mehgulan
Harikrishnan, Navinsamy Harikrishnan, James
Ong and Serena Lim.

from much of the initial turbulence of these
changes, in that the IGCSEs and International
A Levels have significant independence from
the UK Government’s National Curriculum
and the exam boards can decide how closely
to track the UK Curriculum and set their own
pace of change.
However, as well as Nelson Mandela’s wise
words, it is also worth considering the ancient
Japanese proverb which reminds us that, “The
bamboo that bends is stronger than the oak
that resists.” Whilst the manner of change
in the international curriculum is arguably
much more manageable than that which is
happening in the UK, the reforms there will
inevitably have some knock-on effects for us
at POWIIS. For example, Drama and Art in the
sixth-form now have separate AS and A Level
courses and Business and Economics will
soon not be available as a joint GCSE course.
The most obvious change that will start
to affect our students from next year is

a reorganisation in the grading scale for
some IGCSE subjects. The UK government
has stipulated that all UK exam boards
must move away from the traditional A* to
G grade scale for GCSEs, and introduce a
new 9-1 scale. In terms of IGCSEs, Edexcel
has decided to keep in line with the UK
and change to the new scale, whereas CIE
is currently retaining the A* to G system
(although there are strong indications that
they may also move over in the future). The
diagram shows how the two scales compare.
As you can see, the main benefit of the new
scale, and the stated reason for it, is to
provide better differentiation between the
very top students.
Students currently in Year 9 and below, will
therefore receive two types of grade for
their IGCSEs, with some subjects awarded
on the numerical scale and some retaining
letters. Both scales will be fully accepted by
all further and higher education institutions
without prejudice.
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Photography Club Excursion
Mr Edwin Lim

This term, the photography club members were exposed to two main genres in photography,
which were photojournalism and street photography. During the transition period, they were
given small tasks to exercise their basic understanding of their cameras. The students also learnt
how the most minor of adjustments could change the way their photographs looked. The field
trip to Balik Kampung in Balik Pulau was their highlight of the term, as they had the opportunity
to finally put what they had learnt thus far into practice.
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University
Visits
Miss Adele Bowden

The last Higher Education visit of the term
will be on Thursday, the 6th of April. An
advisor from Education USA will be having
a drop-in session during lunchtime to
answer any questions or inquiries the
sixth formers may have about applying to
the United States of America. The advisor
will be in the Sixth Form Centre from
12.30pm - 1.30pm.

Salon Music
Tuesday
Lunchtime
Concert
Miss Thanya Sidhu

Drama Showcase
Mrs April Boyd

The Drama Showcase was held two weeks ago and was immensely successful. There were several
performances from a range of year groups, as well as from the Trinity Drama Activity Club. The
dramatic work encompassed various genres of drama, with the pieces embracing surrealism,
naturalism, comedy, tragedy and even the absurd.
The showcase was attended by a large audience which also included the boarders, performers,
family, friends, and staff. Thank you to everyone who supported the event!

The weekly Tuesday Lunchtime Concert
has brought some respite amidst the
gloomy weather, as POWIIS was treated
to some salon music. Salon compositions
are fairly short and usually focus on
virtuoso pianistic display, or emotional
expression of a sentimental character.
The students played beautifully, and we
look forward to more musical delights in
the future.
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Art Exhibition by HollyAnne Clements
Mrs Farida Khan-Evans

Our talented artist in residence, Holly Clements,
opened her studio doors to the POWIIS
community last week. Both staff and students
enjoyed a lunchtime of tropical colour, pattern
and prints. This exhibition showcased a large
body of paintings, prints and cards that Holly

created during her inspiring residency here at
POWIIS. Of her experience, Holly says:
“I’ve had a fantastic time at POWIIS. Penang
is full of excellent inspiration which I will
continue to be influenced by in my work. The

students of POWIIS have been wonderful to
work alongside and I have made many happy
memories at POWIIS.”
We would like to wish her every success for the
future and hope she stays in touch!

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Activity
Mr Alex Garlick

Every Wednesday afternoon, the Year
9 students build towards a Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award by learning
practical outdoor skills or completing
team challenges that test their leadership,
resilience, team work and initiative. Last
Wednesday, they were asked to build
an emergency shelter out of some basic

materials. Their shelters were then put to a
rigorous exam that involved the liberal use
of a hose pipe. The students were fantastic
as every week, though not all shelters stood
up to the test! The students are supported
by a dedicated team of staff, as well as Year
12 students that are part of our sixth form
DofE programme.

Important Dates for
April 2017

Click here for full
school calendar

1st April

Red Carpet Dance Ball

7th April

Swimming Gala

7th April

End of Term

14th & 15th April

World Scholar’s Cup Penang Qualifying Round

24th April

Term Starts

29th April

Open Day
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Meet Our People - PE Edition

Miss Paula Sunderland
Miss Paula Sunderland was born and raised in
Durham, before she made to move to Leeds
to study Sport and Exercise Science. As she
was interested in every aspect of Physical
Education and sport, Paula also obtained the
necessary credentials to become a trained
Sports Massage Therapist. As a therapist,
she had several opportunities to work at
some major international sporting events in
the United Kingdom and thoroughly enjoyed
being so immersed in the world of sport
and meeting wonderful athletes. Following
that, she contemplated entering the world
of education and returned to the North East
to begin her teaching career as a Physical
Education teacher. She taught in Newcastle
for six years before being bitten by the
travel bug and travelling 6572 miles to the
shores of Penang!

Paula has been at POWIIS as a Physical
Education teacher for three years now, and
is the Head of Girls’ PE and Sport, as well as
Head of Rutland House. She tirelessly makes
sure that the girls have a wide variety of
sporting activity options in their lessons in
order to target a range of different skills. Paula
understands that not every student has the
same skills, and plans the lessons in a way that
each student will gain experience in as many
different activities as possible. Always one to
empower women, she is in charge of ensuring
that girls have opportunities to establish strong
sport teams, and encourages them to take part
in competitive sports against other schools. As
of now, POWIIS has very good female athletes
competing in netball, basketball, and football!
As Head of Rutland, Paula does her best
to ensure that they are given plenty of
opportunities to communicate with other
students that they do not usually socialise with.
She hopes that they are able to get out of their
comfort zone, and cooperate with anyone and
everyone for the sake of their house. She is
very proud of her students as they have come
so far in such a short time, and how they have
all done very well in the school cross country
run, the annual Sports Day, and the House Cup
sports. The students have really put in a lot of
effort, and made several new friends along the
way – proving that you can work hard and have
fun at the same time!
Paula loves her job but especially enjoys
her interactions with the students. The best

had completed his Bachelor of Arts in Liberal
Studies, it was only natural that he take the
next step and begin preparing for his Masters’
degree in Education.

Mr Edwin Lim
Mr Edwin Lim is a true-blue Penangite, having
lived on the island for the entirety of his life.
Born into a family of educators, Edwin was
exposed to the world of academia from a
very young age. His first foray started when
he was in university – he had begun working
part-time teaching in national schools and
found that he had developed an affinity to the
job. As he had spent his whole life growing up
in a household of educators, he felt at home
in the classroom and started to seriously
contemplate a life in education. After Edwin

He started at POWIIS in 2012 as a lifeguard
and a Physical Education assistant. As a
lifeguard who is a trained first aider and
CPR-certified, he ensures the safety of the
students who use the pool and is prepared
to act immediately and appropriately in the
event of any emergency. The other aspects
of his job involve the Physical Education
department, where he regularly assists both
Physical Education teachers, Liam and Paula,
in both Boys’ and Girls’ PE. As a PE assistant,
he is very much a big part of helping with the
organisation and planning of the MSSPP, and
selects students for each athletic meet. Edwin
also teaches Bahasa Malaysia to varied year
groups, and heads the Photography Club that
meets every Monday after school. When he is
not in the classroom or out on the field, Edwin
also acts as a badminton and swimming coach
to help students reach their full potential.
Apart from that, he also actively assists

part is seeing them enjoy themselves whilst
playing sport and how they have grown into
fit, healthy, and active students. She states that
it is truly a dream to teach them as they are
always so polite and willing to learn, and she
does her utmost to help them improve their
skills whenever she can.
She is excited about the prospects POWIIS
has to offer, and looks forward to seeing the
school continue to grow and develop into the
best international school in Penang. POWIIS
has a friendly and happy atmosphere, and
she looks foresees great things in the future.
During her three years here, Paula is pleased
to have witnessed the changes within the
school, such as the new staff lounge, the new
sixth form centre, and the opportunity to have
Physical Education added in as a GCSE subject.
The life in Penang has been wonderful to Paula
– waking up and seeing blue skies and feeling
the sun’s warmth against her skin is something
that is exceptionally rare in Newcastle! The
sunny skies ensure that she is able to enjoy
Penang’s famed culinary delights, and trips
around Georgetown. The good weather also
means that there are always opportunities for
sport. Like most Physical Education teachers,
she loves playing sports and keeping fit and
is always on the lookout for any events or
competitions. Recently, she competed in
the Spartan Event in Kuala Lumpur, as well
as the Warrior 10km. Rest assured that she
is already training for her next event – the
Penang Coast Triathlon!

with setting up for events and handling any
equipment that might be needed.
Edwin loves his job, particularly when he sees
his students making progress in their lessons.
He is very excited to see POWIIS grow and
develop as an academic institution, and hopes
to move on to a full-fledged teaching position in
the future. The environment and atmosphere
of POWIIS has been delightful for all of his five
years here, and the memories and experiences
he has gained thus far have been invaluable.
His favourite part of POWIIS is definitely the
wonderful people, but having superb facilities
where Edwin can fully utilise his athletic
talent is a huge bonus. He enjoys using the
multipurpose hall to play badminton, as well as
making use of the gymnasium to keep fit.
As a Penangite, he loves the diverse culture
that Penang embodies – you are able to meet
people from all walks of life on the island, and
he has made several good friends over the
years. In his leisure time, Edwin works hard to
perfect his photography skills by travelling to
new locations to try out different styles.

