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Mr Simon Leese

- a final chance for alumni to catch up and share
in their successes in their leaving examinations.
Of course our leavers are welcome to attend
in their own clothes, having left their uniform
days behind them! Our prize-winners list will be
largely assembled before the end of this term,
with external examination successes being
included over the summer.

The end of the school year is rapidly
approaching, but with it plans for the start of
the next one in September!
A significant change to our calendar has been
to move our Prize Giving event from the end
of the year, to the start. The date this year is
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15th. The reasons for this
change are to avoid the rather untidy end of
year in terms of examinations, leave periods
and early departures, and also to begin the year
with a high profile event for our newcomers.
We have calendared it early in the year, so that
any senior leavers who are prize winners should
be able to return before they head off to their
universities. This was the model used at one of
my previous schools, and it was very successful

Our new entrant list for September is growing
strongly. Not all applicants are accepted,
although we are proud of the breadth and
diversity of students we enrol at POWIIS.
There is no single factor which will lead to an
application not being accepted, and we are
determined to have students within the school
who extend our professional capabilities. The
most able and confident students will thrive
in any school, and the most demanding will
attract special support - it is the measure of a
fine school that the ‘ordinary’ student in the
middle of the field is allowed to shine. We are
pleased to provide the polish, and see so many
reveal potentials perhaps even they did not
know they had.

are natural and gifted musicians; academic
awards, in particular, frequently benefit from
intensive coaching and tutoring and may not
reflect innate ability, when compared with
a ‘natural’ intellect with fewer certificates.
The Telegraph in the UK in September 2016,
carried an article by the Education Editor Javier
Espinoza entitled ‘Independent schools change
admissions tactics to spot tutoring’. The Head
of one school is quoted: ‘It is not enough for
the child to pass tests, we are also looking for
kindness, the ability to work well with their
peers.’ Another - ‘(we are) changing the way
our year-six students are examined in order
to differentiate between the most naturally
able and those who received the most help.’
In talking to potential entrants, I often ask
whether they enjoy sport, and the response
is very often ‘yes I like badminton,’ in truth
played very occasionally in a school PE lesson.
In one conversation recently the response
was ‘I actually don’t like sport much - is that
OK?’ It’s better than OK - being yourself, not
giving the right answers, is what an entrance
interview is about.

We are currently looking at potential
scholarship candidates amongst our intake.
These will go to exceptional students who will
add value to the school, and be role models
for others. I am frequently petitioned for fee
reductions, on the basis of past achievements;
whilst these may well be an indication of
future promise, it is not always the case. Not
all high grade achievers in music examinations

POWIIS was recently represented at a schools’
fair in KL, where one school had proudly
claimed on their stand ‘Bully Free School’. I can
only assume they didn’t have a lawyer on their
creative team. Schools are very unwise to make
claims which can be contradicted - it would
only take one litigiously minded parent to
respond to an upset involving their child, for the
potentially costly debate (continued on pg2)
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to begin. This is why schools have very
similar mission statements, and ‘visions’
which usually refer to intentions and
ambitions; ‘We aim to…’ ‘We want to be...’
‘We value….’ and so on. Many commercial
organisations do the same, when
projecting themselves to customers, but
may have specific assurances about times
and costs in what they will deliver (literally).
Schools are not like that - measurable
outcomes depend on many factors, not all
of which are within the school’s control.
But this is not a license for compromise or
complacency. Schools sometimes refer to
their students as ‘products’ of the school’
- they aren’t.
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Bugsy Malone
Miss Thanya Sidhu

Bugsy Malone tickets selling out fast! Email tickets@powiis.edu.my to
purchase them, or for further details.

The school’s product is the education
provided, constantly being updated,
refined and developed. In the same way,
a car manufacturer seeks to improve its
products to make them more attractive
to customers than those of a rival
manufacturer, but once the car is driven
away from the showroom the maker has no
control over how well it will be used. There
the analogy ends; a new car loses value as
soon as it leaves the forecourt, and in most
cases continues to do so at a sometimes
alarming rate. A well built education, on the
other hand, is an investment which will pay
back - indefinitely.

FOBISIA
U15 Squads
Mr Liam Streat

As a part of FOBISIA, POWIIS will be
looking to get our U15 squads together
very soon. This includes football,
basketball, swimming, and athletics
teams. We will be running trials, selecting
teams, and starting the training sessions
before the end of year break.
If anyone is interested in representing
POWIIS in Phuket at the start of
November, please do approach Mr
Streat. Letters will be going out to all
eligible students this week to inform
them of the trial dates and the costs
included. Thank you and good luck!

World Scholar’s Cup 2017
Global Round
Mr Darren Lim

28 POWIIS Scholars will be competing at
the 10th Anniversary Global Round of the
World Scholar’s Cup in Hanoi, from the 25th
of June to the 2nd of June. Trained by both
Ms. Sylvia Michael and Mr. Darren Lim, the
team will be accompanied by Mr. Roberts
and will undergo a challenging series of
debates, writing, and critical thinking
activities. POWIIS looks forward to seeing
the scholars grow in character and intellect
as they compete and learn from fellow high
achievers of their generation.

Parents with messages for their children
may appoint the school office their point of
contact. A WhatsApp group will be set up
to convey daily updates and share images
of your child’s experiences in Hanoi. For
very urgent matters, Mr. Darren Lim can be
reached at dljz@powiis.edu.my.
Parents of future Scholars interested in
the competition may contact Mr. Lim next
term onwards. POWIIS wishes the Scholars
good luck!
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Boarders’ Activities
Survival Challenge
Miss Thanya Sidhu

The boarders tried their hand at
the survival challenge - a series of
tasks they had to work together to
complete. The students were given a
box of materials to make a solar still to
distil the salty water, start a solar fire
using the sun and a magnifying glass
and make a mug of hot milo. Most of
the groups succeeded, and learned
valuable life skills.

Site Visits
Mrs Amanda Stokes

Our boarders visited two local places
of interest off the beaten track. The
first, a conceptual garden where glass
artist Fuan Wong exhibits his collection
of sculptures and installations, amidst
the greenery. There were also works by
other artists throughout the Art Garden,
and the students enjoyed a guided tour
and recorded their observations on
their cameras.
Next on the list was the local nutmeg
farm, where the students learned about
how nutmeg was grown and their uses.
They also enjoyed chilled nutmeg juice,
and were given small jars of nutmeg
balm used for treating mosquito bites.

Turtle Beach Walk
Mr Alan Reeves

Last Saturday a team of explorers
consisting of Mr. Liu, Mr. Reeves, Emily,
Jamie, Tip, Cheng Yi, and Kin Weng,
set out on a track to Turtle beach. They
learned about the life pattern of an ant,
the art of conjuring tricks and the unique
Meromictic Lake.
After a hearty brunch and a few exciting
games of cards, the group took a boat ride
back to Teluk Bahang and finished the day
with char koay teow!
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A COBIS Student Achievement Award
for Naomi Takeuchi
Council of British International Schools (COBIS)
The following citation was rewarded by COBIS:
“The most unassuming young lady you are likely to meet, Naomi’s delicate nature belies
a will of steel. Being a top ballet dancer (and multiple other disciplines) she has put
herself through gruelling training for years. Whilst keeping up with all her academic
studies, her dancing has moved to an international stage, yet she always brings it back
to us at POWIIS to amaze and inspire the next generation. Recently, seeing her spend
over an hour of warm up to perform 1.5 minutes of pure dancing perfection at a national
conference seemed the perfect metaphor of how she approaches life.”

A COBIS Student Achievement Award
for Gabriel De Leon
Council of British International Schools (COBIS)
The following citation was rewarded by COBIS:
“Gabriel isn’t a star in the making, he is a star already made. Entering the Malaysian book
of records at an early age for being the youngest Malaysian ever to achieve Grade 8 on
the drums, music has always been his passion. However, the reason for nomination is not
his ability, but how he uses it for the benefit of the school community. He is constantly
on stage, either as a lead performer or graciously backing and encouraging others to
perform. He is also outstanding academically and the head of the school humanitarian
organisation, working with disadvantaged local children.”
Congratulations to Naomi and Gabriel!

PTC
Mrs Lily Lee

The following article details the activities that
the Parent Teacher Committee (PTC) has been
involved in recently:
We bade farewell to our beloved Year 11s by
organising a small farewell tea party on the
16th of June. The PTC contributed a delicious 3
kilogram chocolate sponge cake for the event,
and Mrs Juliet De Leon (present on behalf of
Madam Kim, Year 11 Coordinator) presented the
cake to all the Year 11s. We wish them all the best
and good luck with their future endeavours!

Our next PTC meeting will be held on the 1st
of July 2017, at 10.00 am in the Recital Room.
As this is our last meeting of the academic
year, we will be having a durian gathering at
a nearby durian farm in Pulau Betong, Balik
Pulau. We will leave as a group by noon, and
all parents are invited to attend. If you are
interested, please email the PTC no later than
the 27th June 2017.
Bugsy Malone is nearly upon us and the
PTC is in need of parent volunteers for the
following dates and times:
Needed to assist our senior students with
makeup and hairstyles
• 5th & 6th July at 1.00 pm
• 7th July at 5.00 pm
• 8th July at 1.00 pm

Needed to assist in the
refreshments during intervals
• 7th July, 7.00 pm show
• 8th July, 3.00 pm show

serving

of

If you’re able to help, please email the PTC with
your name, contact number, and availability.
The PTC end-of-term Social Buffet Lunch on
the 9th July will be our last event, bringing this
academic year to a close. Details will be sent out
through the school to all parents next week.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate
to drop us an email at ptcpowiis@gmail.com or
contact your respective Year Coordinator.
Thank you for reading and do keep an eye on
the Pulse for future PTC events.
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Penang TeachMeet 2017
Mrs Elizabeth Streat

POWIIS hosted the second Penang
TeachMeet recently, with fifty-five
teachers from international schools
across Penang in attendance. They
gathered at POWIIS for an evening
of
professional
development
which comprised of a series of
mini presentations on a range of
technology-based
teaching
and
learning ideas. This was then followed
by a breakout session where teachers
had the opportunity to share ideas
and discuss important issues within
their subject area. Collaborating and
discovering innovative ideas is clearly
beneficial for improving teaching
standards and, ultimately, improving
the learning experience for students
across the island. POWIIS is very
proud to be leading the way and looks
forward to hosting more collaborative
events next academic year.
“Very well organised event! Came
away with many ideas which I’m
excited to use, so thanks very much
to yourself and everyone involved.” SCIPS teacher

POWIIS Ski Trip to Italy 2018
Mr Liam Streat

After two successful ski trips in Japan, POWIIS has its sights set on Passo Tonale, Italy, with the help of Snowtraxx International. Slated to be
between the 16th of February to the 25th of February 2018, we have been guaranteed to have high-quality snow at the resort during this time.
As an added convenience, the resort has a ‘ski-in-ski-out’ policy, so there is no need for a bus every morning – the students simply need to pop on
their skis or board, and they are all set to go!
The ski trip can accommodate a maximum of 30 responsible students from Years 9 to 13. Places will be filled on a first come first served basis, so
get your registration forms in as soon as possible.
The trip will cost APPROXIMATELY RM11,000.00, which includes the following:
• Return flights from Penang International Airport
• Private return transfers between the local airport and your accommodation
• 7 nights’ full board accommodation, including all meals
• 6 days of 5 hours of ski or snowboard tuition
• 6 days hire of skis, boots, poles, and helmets
• 6 full day lift passes
• Full après ski activity programme each evening
• Snowtraxx Snowsports School Certificates and Presentation Evening
• Dedicated Snowtraxx Resort Manager service
If you are interested or have any questions, please do email Mr. Liam Streat (lds@powiis.edu.my) and he will send you the registration form.
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POWIIS Cultural
SCIPS
Exchange Programme 2017 Transition Day
Mr Ben Lim

Mr Nicholas Miller

Recently, we hosted 13 future POWIIS-ians from
SCIPS for a day of inquiry, learning, and fun, with
the Art, Design Technology, Science, and Physical
Education departments providing excellent
activities for them. The newcomers mingled with
our present Year 7s, so that they could get a real
feel of the school and ask questions about life at
POWIIS in a more informal setting. To encourage
this, groups of ‘Dolphins’, ‘Bears’, and ‘Owls’
were formed.
The students first visited the Art room, where
they were challenged to create origami pieces
and add them to a collage of coloured paper.
Then, they popped by the Design Technology
department to create plastic key rings with logos
representing the group’s animal. Next, off they
went to the laboratories! The Biology activity
involved using microscopes to discover what
the naked eye could not see, whilst Chemistry
provided instructions on how to make sparklers
in a controlled and safe way… as well as a warning
to never try this at home! The students then
moved on to the Physics activity – where they
were challenged to design and build a balloon
powered go-kart, which were then raced against
each other in the corridors.
Five of our students took part in the POWIIS Cultural Exchange Programme, in
collaboration with the Kids’ Philharmonic Orchestra, in Singapore. The students,
Gabriel de Leon, Carolynn Git, Tyler Chan, Edmund Tan, and Yeoh Bing Xuan,
participated in workshops, and rehearsed with the conductor, the orchestra, and
the string tutors.
They were then given the opportunity to perform ‘Peter and the Wolf’ alongside the
Kids’ Philharmonic Orchestra at the Esplanade Concert Hall - one of the world’s best
concert halls. Gabriel reprised his role as narrator, whilst Carolynn, Tyler, Edmund,
and Bing Xuan were the violinists for the show.
The students also had the chance to explore the island, and visited numerous places
of interest. It was, overall, an enjoyable experience.

Following the busy morning schedule, the school
canteen provided everyone with a tasty wellearned lunch. There was time for a brief tour
of the school, before the Physical Education
Department put visitors through their paces on
the Sports’ Field, playing a variety of team and
tag games, before they had to take their leave.
We look forward to seeing the happy and
enthusiastic group again in September. Thank you
to everyone involved in making the day such a
thoroughly enjoyable and memorable experience.
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New Housemaster
and Housemistress

Rutland

Miss Paula Sunderland

Durham
Mr Jeremy Stokes

Miss Paula Sunderland is saddened to leave
POWIIS as Head of Girls’ Physical Education and
Housemistress of Rutland House this academic
year. She will miss living in Penang, as well as
her experiences in POWIIS – particularly her
students, tutees, and House members. She
will also greatly miss working with the Physical
Education department, and thanks Mr Streat
and Mr Lim for all the memorable experiences.

It is with a heavy heart that Mr. Stokes leaves POWIIS at the end of this academic
year as Housemaster of Durham House, but he is pleased to announce that Miss
Elvira Lee will be joining the Durham family as new Housemistress. He knows
that they will be well looked after, and that Miss Lee will be as pleased with
them as he is.
Miss Lee is just as excited to be part of the reigning Sports Day and swimming
champions. Durham has a great team of tutors and she looks forward to working
with them, and continuing to harness the energy and talent of the Durham
students so that they are all able to fulfil their utmost potential.

Important Dates for
June & July 2017
25th - 26th June

Hari Raya

5th to 8th July

Bugsy Malone

11th July

Break-Out Day

13th July

Boarders’ Dinner

14th July

End of Term

However, after three years, she has decided to
return to the United Kingdom to spend time
with her family. As Director of Sport at Durham
High School for Girls, she invites anyone up in
Durham for a university visit or holiday to drop
by and say hello!
Miss Sunderland is thrilled to announce that the
new Housemaster of Rutland will be Mr Peter
Kee, who will undoubtedly offer the students
new opportunities and do a marvellous job.
She wishes POWIIS and Rutland all the best,
and will be keeping an eye on the school and
the wonderful community.

Click here for full
school calendar
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Meet Our People
Guinea and Indonesia, before finally arriving
in Penang in late 2015.
The Kee family fell in love with the island, and
decided to look for teaching opportunities in
Penang. Soon, his life on the high seas were
over as Peter started work as a Physics teacher
at POWIIS in 2016, and his son, Sam, began
life as a student at POWIIS. Both were quickly
immersed in the day to day life at POWIIS, and
settled in well.

Mr. Andre Wickramasinghe
Mr Andre Wickramasinghe obtained
his Bachelors’ degree in Science in
Astrophysics with Astronomy at the
University of Kent. Following his
graduation, he went on to take on a variety
of roles within education in boarding
schools around the United Kingdom. It
was then that he realised that he had a
passion for educating, and decided to
acquire his teaching credentials.

Mr. Peter Kee
Mr Peter Kee grew up in Northern Ireland,
where he attended the Strabane Grammar
School. It was then and there that he was
inspired to study Physics, and also developed
a passion for music. He learned how to play
the piano, the double bass, and picked up
rugby at the grammar school – although not
at the same time! Blessed with a talent for
music, he was later offered an opportunity to
be a member of a prominent youth symphony
orchestra, and was heavily involved in
concerts at Durham Cathedral, the Royal
Festive Hall, and even a tour around the Loire
Valley in France.

He discovered POWIIS three years ago, and
has been teaching Physics here since then.
As a Physics teacher, he teaches Physics to
a variety of year groups, and coordinates
after-school activities such as the Year 8
Extended Project. His favourite aspect
of the job is interacting with the closelyknit community at POWIIS, and enjoys the
relationship that the staff, students, and
parents share. Andre is excited about the
prospects POWIIS has to offer, and looks
forward to seeing the school continue to
grow and develop. He is pleased to have
been here to witness the changes within
the school, such as the new staff lounge
and the new sixth form centre.

Peter then returned to his first love –
Physics. He attended Queens University
Belfast, and graduated with an Honours
degree in Physics, and made the decision
to leave Ireland to teach in England. The
homesickness did not last long, as he met
his future wife, Meillia, in England where
they both began their careers as educators.
In 2004, Peter and Meillia moved to her
home country of New Zealand. They arrived
in New Zealand unconventionally – by sailing
across the Atlantic Ocean as crew on a yacht
and then crossing the United States of
America in a Greyhound bus, before making
it to Los Angeles, where they took a plane
to Auckland.

When Andre is not at POWIIS, he can be
found enjoying all that the island has to
offer! He regularly hikes up Penang Hill,
and can be spotted on the green at the
Penang Golf Club. As a keen golfer, he has
vowed to accomplish shooting under 78
at the golf course, and does not intend to
leave Penang until he is victorious. Andre
also enjoys trekking through Georgetown
in search of any roti canai’s that he has
yet to try as part of his quest to find the
perfect example!

In New Zealand, he taught Physics in the
beautiful countryside. All three of his children
were born there, and they lived there for
several years. Peter and Meillia had a dream
to take their children sailing to expose them
to other cultures and way of life, and after
saving enough money to do so, the family of
five promptly set sail in 2012 in a small yacht
for northern New Zealand. They stopped
by several islands of the Pacific, and visited
remote communities in Tonga, Fiji, and
Vanuatu. The yacht sailed on to Papua New

As Head of Physics, Peter feels lucky to have
state of the art facilities at his disposal and
is able to continuously expose his students
to many practical learning opportunities. He
makes use of the grounds as well, and has
lessons outside when he requires more space.
He constantly does his best to motivate and
support the students and his tutors, and
values his position as an educator and being
able to help his students. The job satisfaction
that he receives when he has helped a student
to improve their understanding in a particular
area is uncommon in other professions, and
he feels fortunate to be able to experience
that regularly. Apart from usual assessments
and examination preparation, Peter tries his
best to give his students the opportunity to
take part in science competitions and events
beyond POWIIS.
At POWIIS, Peter also has had favourable
circumstances to continue developing his
passion in music. He is delighted to be a part
of the vibrant musical activities at the school,
and recently performed on the double bass
alongside POWIIS students in the Singapore
Kids’ Philharmonic performance of ‘Peter and
the Wolf’. The Physics teacher is a regular at
musical items at assemblies, and staff editions
of the weekly lunchtime concert. Peter looks
forward to stepping into his new role as the
Housemaster of Rutland, as well as continuing
to do his best for the students at POWIIS.
The Kee family thoroughly enjoy life in Penang,
and love the mix of the different cultures,
associated festivals, and the delicious food.
They recently experienced Chinese New Year
on the island, and visited the Clan Jetties
– but were disappointed to find out there
were no Kee Clan houses! His three children
are currently learning Mandarin and Bahasa
Malaysia in school, and his daughters have
also picked up Tae Kwon Do. Although they are
no longer sailing, Penang offers a host of new
experiences all the time!

