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Mr Simon Leese

We come rapidly to the end of another
school year. Where has it gone? What have
we achieved? What is on the horizon for
next year?
I have, in the past, heard it said that teachers
must get bored with the same thing coming
round year after year. I also once had a
conversation with the captain of a cross
channel ferry whose vessel went backwards
and forwards every day between England and
France. I suggested it must get a little boring.
His answer was that in shipping most people
have days, even weeks, on end looking out at
nothing - the only interesting bit was at both
ends of the journey, leaving and entering
the docks. It was exactly the quick repetition
which stopped the job being boring. So it
is with schools. Far from it being ‘the same
thing year after year’, every year is change, an

opportunity, a renewal. Indeed, even while
the processes may stay largely the same, the
participants change - in reality everything
is different. Change is constant and so it
should be.

defined scholarship practice, transformational
boarding practices, inter-house competitions,
enhanced English support provision, a new
parent portal to the website, revised reporting
and parents evenings……..

Each year we uncover some nonsense. I am
genuinely grateful to parents who take the
time to question, constructively, things about
the school which can be improved. Those of
us privileged to be responsible for schools like
ours cannot expect to know every detail of
our daily life, and those managing the various
aspects may themselves be missing obvious
details when balancing so many different
responsibilities. An important part of my
role is to question - ‘Why do we do this this
way?’ ‘Is there a better way to achieve the
same result?’ ‘Even why are we doing this in
the first place?’. Sometimes I get a response
which surprises me, and I realise those around
me have asked the same questions and have
a perfect answer. Sometimes the response
is more ‘well, we always have….’ Conditions
change. Expectations change. ‘Because we
always have’ is not a good reason. What was
obvious and appropriate for a new school
with 100 students may not be now, as we
approach 500.

So what stays the same? All of the above is
about adaptation, evolution, redefining - but
it is all with the same objective. That is to
serve our purpose better. I have called it our
‘Why?’ - all the rest is our ‘what?’ and our
‘how?’ from the Simon Senick ‘Golden Circle’
of institutional purpose. Our ‘why’ is to be
the finest school in the region, measured only
by the best educational experience we can
provide for the largest possible number of our
students. Not all of them? Time to revisit the
three legged table. A table with three legs is
always steady on uneven ground - parents,
school and students, joined firmly together
with a shared purpose. They can be different
lengths, different materials, different shapes but all are essential if the outcome is to be a
good one.

This year we have had many changes. A new
weekly schedule, whole school assemblies,
enhanced tutor time, a new co-curricular
programme, new subjects offered, new
facilities for our sixth form, a new senior
uniform, new entrance testing processes,

Photo Gallery - Battle of the Bands

I want to finish a very busy school year by
thanking all those parents whose support for
the school this year has been so encouraging.
Our location, I know, makes it difficult for
many to be as involved in the school’s routines
as they would wish, but a special thank you
to those living locally and indeed those who
make a special effort from much further
away, to take part in the activities of our PTC.
From costume making for our productions,
to helping with parents’ (continued on pg2)
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evenings - there is always an opportunity to
help. Two of our local parents are joining in
the new staff induction in August to give our
newcomers a feel for the area. I do urge you
to get involved.
A little unexpected nonsense to follow up a
previous fact shared through this newsletter,
which led to a discussion with some juniors.
The world is overpopulated, we are told. We
are creating environmental damage which
may soon be irreversible. How can that be
when - according to me - the whole population
of the planet could stand on Pulau Pinang?
Impossible - or is it? The island is 1050 square
kilometres. We have 7500 million people on
earth. If the rather ‘large’ members of the
world community are balanced by babies
and small children, it might just work. About
7 people per square metre. An interesting
thought for the holiday.
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Here is more ‘food’ for thought. POWIIS grows
through the year - not just in roll numbers. It
grows. This fact is at its most obvious in year
9. Classrooms which appeared spacious in
September seem a lot less so in July. Suppose
the average growth of a POWIIS student
was 8cm, the school has added 36m - about
the height of my 11th floor apartment. If
on average our students gain just 1kg in the
same time the school grows heavier by about
two male giant pandas. Next September the
school will ‘shrink’ a little while staying the
same size! The cycle begins again.
I hope all have an enjoyable break, and
families have the opportunity to share time
together. We will return in September to
welcome about one hundred new students. If
you are one of them, the POWIIS adventure is
about to start!

House Cup
Winner
Mr Justin Loke

House points have been awarded
throughout the year for the X-Country,
Sports Day, Swimming Gala, and House
inter-sports events.
This year, Durham emerges as champion,
staying true to their motto – Never Tamed!

Year 9 Eco-School Project
Miss Aoife Stranney

This term, Year 9s from the personal, social, health and education (PSHE) club participated in
an Eco-School project. The students were split into teams, and had to come up with simple
plans to make POWIIS more environmentally friendly.
Dlynn Lim, Zhi Yu Khor, Lois Tolley, and Sarah Li made up the winning team, after their idea to
have a school vegetable garden impressed the POWIIS PSHE department. The girls contributed
a simple but detailed action plan, and presented their ideas to their peers.
Well done ladies!

BUS
Schedules
Since our revision of bus pick-up
times, we have had a period of
national school holidays which ease
the situation, and it also appears
that the main road works causing
the delays are improving. As a result,
some of the busses are now arriving
earlier. I know this is a frustration.
I have also had reports of some
buses departing earlier than their
re-scheduled times; this has been
referred to the bus company. It
should not have happened.
Rather than retime the buses again
for the remaining few days, we will
check the travel times at the start
of the week before term starts,
and email all parents with the new
timings. I fully expect they will be
back to our normal routine.
Thank you for
and cooperation.
Simon Leese
Principal

your

patience
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Painting for
LifeBridge
Learning
Centre
Mrs Amanda Stokes

POWIIS’ Leo Club and Interior Design
members visited the LifeBridge Learning
Centre recently to deliver their version
of Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’. The piece
was enthusiastically received, and
was securely hung by members of our
maintenance team.
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Sixth Form
Miss Adele Bowden

Sixth Form Trial
Over the last two and a half weeks, a small group of Year 11s have returned to POWIIS to
participate in the Sixth Form trial. They selected around three to four A-Level subjects they
may want to take next year, and enjoyed being back in school after completing their recent
examinations. The students also liked being introduced to the new topics, as well as the entire
learning process.
Comments received thus far include:
“Just want to say how nice it is to have these guys now ... they now have their summer
reading and this will help out enormously.”
— Teacher
“I’ve enjoyed the first few days, it’s been really interesting but I know it’s going
to get harder...”
— Student
Sixth Form Social
In conjunction with the Sixth Form trial, the prefects organised and led a Sixth Form Social
for all the students to get to know each other. Titled ‘The Banana Cake Social’, the event
consisted of ice breakers, and was the perfect opportunity for the newbies and the current
Sixth Formers to mingle informally.
Starting with a ‘circle and question time’ game, a ball was thrown when a question was asked,
and the student who had caught it needed to answer the question. Questions ranged from the
basics such as ‘What’s your name and age?’ to ‘What is the best and hardest things about the
Sixth Form?’
A reminder that the Sixth Form will also be participating in the POWIIS Breakout on the 11th
July, and that students need to return their consent forms to Ms. Bowden. Lucky students who
miss the deadline will have the opportunity to stay back and help Mr. Roberts at school!

Farewell
for Miss
Wilkinson
Miss Thanya Sidhu

Our Head of Science, Ms. Anne Wilkinson,
taught her last classes last week at POWIIS.
A devoted animal lover and a pioneer staff
member, Anne has relocated to America’s
Golden State - California. She will be
dearly missed by all of us at POWIIS!

Year 7
Extended
Project
Mr Nicholas Miller

The Year 7s have been studying the world’s
continents during their Extended Project on
Wednesday afternoons. The six groups were
assigned with a continent each (Antarctica
was left out), and the students enjoyed
learning about the music and dance, the
art, the natural wonders, the wildlife, the
languages, and the religions of each of the
regions. Each group also made a physical 3D
model of their assigned continent with some
impressive results!
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Baking Club

Battle of the Bands

Bugsy Malone themed goodies on sale in
the cafeteria - combining the love for baked
goods and theatre! The cupcakes were baked
by the Baking Club and were popular with the
students, as well as members of the staff.

The Battle of the Bands saw several talented students performing in a range of genres.
Twelve bands participated, and the results are as follows:

Miss Thanya Sidhu

Miss Thanya Sidhu

Champion: Dark Summers
Yue Lynn Chan, Ziquan Low, Jian Xi Teh,
Ken Wei Lee, Mehgulan Harikrishnan,
Min Shuen Yap
First Runner Up: Bassboy
Carine Soon, Edmund Lee, Zhi Yu Khor,
Annie Zhang, Keh Fey Tan, Zhi Yun Hew

Second Runner Up: Perfect Mess
Dlynn Si, Ziwei Low, Angel Zhang,
Andy Wu, Leon Li, Hao Zhe Teh
Most Improved Band: disOwned
Elizabeth Lau, Darshini Thaurisingam,
Ami Lim, Sarah Li, Jade Ryan,
Kevin Vissesurakam

POWIIS Ski Trip to Italy 2018
Mr Liam Streat

After two successful ski trips in Japan, POWIIS has its sights set on Passo Tonale, Italy, with the help of Snowtraxx International. Slated to be between
the 16th of February to the 25th of February 2018, we have been guaranteed to have high-quality snow at the resort during this time. As an added
convenience, the resort has a ‘ski-in-ski-out’ policy, so there is no need for a bus every morning – the students simply need to pop on their skis or
board, and they are all set to go!
The ski trip can accommodate a maximum of 30 responsible students from Years 9 to 13. Places will be filled on a first come first served basis, so get
your registration forms in as soon as possible.
The trip will cost APPROXIMATELY RM11,000.00, which includes the following:
•
Return flights from Penang International Airport
•
Private return transfers between the local airport and your accommodation
•
7 nights’ full board accommodation, including all meals
•
6 days of 5 hours of ski or snowboard tuition
•
6 days hire of skis, boots, poles, and helmets
•
6 full day lift passes
•
Full après ski activity programme each evening
•
Snowtraxx Snowsports School Certificates and Presentation Evening
•
Dedicated Snowtraxx Resort Manager service
If you are interested or have any questions, please do email Mr. Liam Streat (lds@powiis.edu.my)
and he will send you the registration form.
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PTC
Mrs Lily Lee

The Parent Teacher Committee would like to congratulate the students, teachers,
administrators, and parents as the end of another academic year approaches.
Highlights of the PTC for the 2016/ 2017 academic year:

Durham
House
Activity
Mr Jeremy Stokes

Term 1 (Headed by Madam Savitree)
1. Halloween Ball
2. Charity Event
3. Open Day (1st October 2016)
Term 2 (Headed by Madam Kim)
1. CNY Celebration
• Taught students and teachers to make lanterns out of red packets
• Gave out fortune cookies to students during the Chinese quiz competition
2. PTC CNY Informal social lunch
3. Cross country
• Volunteered to distribute fresh fruits to participants and cleaned up after
the event
4. Sports Day
• Volunteered to give out fresh fruits and drinks to all attendants
5. Hollywood Ball
• Volunteered to sell snacks and drinks
Term 3 (Headed by Madam Lee)
1. Organised a PTC Social Durian gathering
2. School Production (Bugsy Malone)
• Volunteered to help with costumes and props
• Helped senior students with makeup and hair
• Sold snacks and drinks during intervals
* The PTC would like to thank Ms. Sylvia Michael (teacher representative of the PTC) for all
her help.

3. PTC Year
• End Social Lunch Gathering
4. Year 11 Tea
• Contributed a 3-kilogram chocolate cake.
The PTC is a wonderful way to connect with the school, and the community. Every
PTC-organised function is a new opportunity to meet teachers and parents, and to
learn more about the school. By volunteering, parents can put their skills and hobbies
to work for a good cause.
Important Dates
9th July 2017:		
30th September 2017:

PTC end-of-year -term Social Lunch gathering
PTC Meeting for the new academic year

All parents and guardians are welcome to join us.
Feel free to email the PTC at ptcpowiis@gmail.com for any queries.

PTC Social Durian at Pulau Betong, Balik Pulau

Last week, Durham’s Ryan Lee from Year
7 proved that not only was he a talented
chess player, but an excellent archer as
well. He delivered a lively presentation and
demonstration to his Durham housemates
about the sport, and sensibly declined the
offer to shoot an apple off the top of Mr.
Reeve’s head! Mr. Reeves, along with Ryan’s
Housemaster and tutor (Mr. Jeremy Stokes
and Mr. Edwin Lim respectively) were all
hugely impressed with his presentation,
and look forward to seeing more of Ryan’s
abilities in the future.

Staff Buka
Puasa
Dinner
Miss Thanya Sidhu

In the spirit of Ramadhan, POWIIS
organised a ‘Buka Puasa’ dinner to
celebrate the season with the staff. We
wish everyone a ‘Selamat Hari Raya!”
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Meal Competition - More PSHE!
Miss Khalifah Bennett

Over the last month, the personal, social, health and education (PSHE) club participated in a nutritional meal competition. The Year 8s were given the
task to create a healthy meal, with the top three team’s creations selected to be served during lunch at the school cafeteria.
Staff and students had the opportunity to vote for their favourite meal, and the Red Team emerged as the overall winner, with nearly 100 votes. The
lunch menu consisted of garlic fried rice, herbal chicken, and steamed tofu, and was the brainchild of Jennifer, Kerly, Wei Tian, Zhi Qing, Mina, and
Wynn, from Ms. Mezosi’s class. Congratulations, girls!
The PSHE team would also like to thank all the staff and students involved for their participation and encouragement, as well as Chef, who was a key
part of turning all these ideas into reality.

Year 7 and 8 Parents’
Reception
Miss Thanya Sidhu

Parents and guardians had a productive time
at the Years 7 and 8 Parents’ Reception. The
reception was split into two sessions, with
one from 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm, and the other
from 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm. Parents also could

make prior appointments with their child’s
tutor for an update on their progress, and
enjoyed the opportunity to speak with the
subject teachers.
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Bugsy
Malone
Promotional
Performances
Miss Thanya Sidhu

The students visited St. Christopher’s
International Primary School and Shih Chung
Primary School to perform Bugsy Malone
to promote the show which is currently
entertaining big audiences.

Last chance to see Bugsy!
Tickets are still available
on the door for the final
performance tomorrow!

Important Dates for July 2017
9th to 12th July

Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Expedition

11th July

Break-Out Day

11th July

Year 8 SATB Singing Competition

13th July

Boarders’ Dinner

14th July

End of Term Concert

14th July

End of Term 3

Click here for full
school calendar

