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Welcome to the first PULSE in the new school 
year, particularly to the many families new 
to the school to whom this newsletter may 
not be familiar. It is not intended to be an 
‘information sheet’,  more an informal review 
of the life of the school. Information, dates, 
schedules etc are all published elsewhere, 
including our parent portal accessible through 
the website. We also contact our community 
directly when necessary.

The PULSE is available to read across the 
globe. Someone searching for possible schools 
in this area will not be interested in the sports 
uniform for U13 badminton - more: What is 
the school like? What is its character? What 
is its tone? What is the ‘voice’ it uses to the 
outside world?

For some, perspectives are narrow. School 
selection is ‘transactional’. Cost versus 
outcomes. In many cases, outcomes of 
interest may be limited to academic results. 
This year, POWIIS can claim exceptional 
outcomes for our students on average, with 
some remarkable achievements for our most 
able. But which school is confident enough 
to admit such exceptional academic students 
would, in all probability, have thrived 
whichever school they attended. We are. We 
have been privileged to share the journey to 
excellent university places with them, and 
know how hard they have worked, under 
expert tuition, to ensure their outstanding 
potential was realised.

But what of the less spectacular? What of 
the young man or young woman for whom 
academic achievement at a high level is always 
going to be a challenge? Are they any less 
valued because their portfolio of achievement 
certificates is a little thin? I said to our ‘new’ 
parents this week, top grades are to be 
respected and valued, and they are a visa to 
the next stage, but they are not a passport to 
a happy, fulfilled, constructive and generous 
life. That comes from attitude, a care for 
others, clear values - these are learned. A 
fine school helps to grow these qualities, 
and will emphasise them in all its ambitions 
for its students, whatever their abilities and 
potential.  Whatever our students undertake, 
the only competition they need to concern 
themselves with is with themselves. In life, 

they only need to focus on being the best they 
can be - everything else will follow. 

Some years ago I took a large group to Canada. 
Previously I had only seen McDonald’s 
branches where a number of queues formed 
perpendicular to the serving counter. (I have 
to admit I haven’t yet visited one in Penang, 
but assume that is common here!) We 
visited one where the queue moved along 
the counter and all the servers had headset 
microphones to communicate with each 
other. Your order was assembled continuously 
as the tray moved along. It took them 4 
minutes to serve 26 of us. What it meant was 
that you passed perhaps 6 servers all working 
on your order. I watched the local customers. 
On the wall behind was a framed certificate of 
‘server of the week’ - (I remember his name 
was Craig) - with a photograph. One after 
another the local customers looked for ‘Craig’ 
and then leant across to shake his hand and 
congratulate him. It seemed a little excessive 
to me at first, but when I thought about it I 
realised it didn’t matter what your role in life 
is, doing it as well as you can is what matters - 
and deserves respect and recognition.

As we start the new school year, it may be a 
mathematics homework, a drill at  football 
practice, a stage performance, even a 
conversation. We want everyone to be as 
good as they can be, whatever they are doing 
- and for them to know how that feels. That is 
what POWIIS is about. 
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From the Principal
Mr Simon Leese

Click here for POWIIS 
Facebook page and website

https://www.facebook.com/prince.of.wales.island.international.school/
http://www.powiis.edu.my/
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An additional notice for The Pulse:

Once again, a public holiday date has been changed. The AWAL MUHARAM holiday has been moved from Thursday 21st September to 
FRIDAY 22nd September. 

POWIIS will now be open as normal on Thursday 21st, and closed on 22nd.  

New faces for the new academic year. 
Colleagues joining the school are introduced 
to POWIIS and its people before term begins 
next week. Principal Simon Leese commented 
‘Feeling very excited. What a great bunch!’ 

After the long summer break, POWIIS opened its doors to welcome all its students back to begin the new academic year. Returning 
students were happy to show new students to their tutor registration classrooms, before heading off to the welcome assembly by the 
Principal. Exciting times indeed! 

New Academic Year

New Staff 
Induction

* IMPORTANT CHANGE OF DATE



SIXTH FORM UNIFORMS
A good first day back for the Sixth Form 
who proudly wear their new uniforms. The 
excitement was palpable in the Sixth Form 
Centre, as the returning Year 13s caught up 
with their friends, whilst the Year 12s and the 
Year 13s got to know each other!

EXAMINATION RESULTS

A level students from POWIIS head for 
prestigious universities around the world 
after outstanding results.  With 33% of 
all examinations awarded A*, 60% A or 
above, 73% B or above and a 99% pass rate, 
first choice university places were rapidly 
confirmed in Australia, the United States 
of America, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Malta, and the Netherlands. Four candidates 
achieving A* in all their examinations head for 
Durham University (Computer Science, Jun 
Eeo), The University of Bristol (Pharmacology, 
Phyllis Tea Qing Yun), California Institute 
of Technology (Physics, Shu Fay Ung) and 
Imperial College London (Medicine, Bryan Ooi 
– one of only 20 overseas places worldwide.)
Remarkable IGCSE candidates return to 
POWIIS next week to embark on their A levels, 

including our top performer this year, Ming 
Min Teh, with 11 subjects at A*.

Principal Simon Leese: 
‘Every one of our leavers has a great future. 
It is why they come to us and to set them up 
for the next stage is our single purpose. The 
world’s best universities want more than just 
exam grades and our top achievers are not 
just scholars; they are all outstanding people, 
and to enjoy their company is a privilege. As 
our younger students progress from IGCSE 
to A levels, they are building the track record 
universities look for. We are delighted with 
how things are going, and with what our 
leavers have achieved with us.’ 

UNIVERSITY PREPARATION SESSIONS
This year, the Year 13s will have regular 
University Preparation Sessions to help 
prepare them for life at university. It is a 
compulsory session for all the students and is 
led by Ms. Bowden.

Please note that the deadline for any students 
applying to universities in the United Kingdom 
is in January except for Oxford and Cambridge 
and most medicine and dentistry courses 
which have their deadlines in October, whilst 
students applying to universities in the United 
States of America are urged to check with their 
individual institutions regarding deadlines, 
as there are some as early as October or 
November. Ms. Bowden also advises all 
students and parents to have conversations 
about their chosen destinations next year.

Additionally, the Year 13s will have numerous 
opportunities this year to visit and speak with 
university representatives. Apart from visits 
from institutions to the school, there will 
also be university fairs taking place around 
the island. The Year 13s are advised to attend 
as many as possible, and ask questions to be 
informed about their potential choices for 
next year. Ms. Bowden is also always willing to 
answer any questions the students may have, 
so please do not hesitate to approach her for 
advice or assistance. 

The first university visits of the year are on: 

Friday 8th September, where the University of 
British Columbia will be visiting for a drop-in 
session at break time. 
AND
Friday 15th September, where Yale USA will be 
visiting for a drop-in session at break time.  

The location for both these visits will be at the 
Sixth Form Centre. 

THE PULSE | 8 SEPTEMBER 201703

Sixth Form
Ms Adele Bowden

SIXTH FORM PREFECTS 
Meet the Prefect team leading the Sixth 
Form this year. They are as follows:

Karen Lu (Head Girl)
Gabriel de Leon (Head Boy)
Mike Lim (Head of Boys’ Boarding)
Ee Wai Chee (Head of Girls’ Boarding)
Nicole Lee
Philip J Kanianthara
Zhipin Khor



At the end of last term, a small adventurous 
group gathered at the Penang International 
Airport. This bunch was made up of Year 
7s, staff, and a Year 12 student, who were 
all headed to the Maekok River Outdoor 
Centre for a field trip.

Located in the north of Thailand, they 
all looked forward to a week of outdoor 
activities and lots of fun. However, 
although they were plagued by heavy rain 
throughout the trip, this did not reduce 
their excitement but achieved quite 
the contrary effect! The rain made the 
river levels higher, and made rafting and 
kayaking a thrilling experience. Although 
the weather kept everyone cool during 
bicycle rides, it seemed like an impossible 
challenge to stay dry – especially as the 
students were tasked to build their own 
shelters from bamboo and woven palm 
leaves but kept on getting sabotaged by the 
rain! Fortunately, the teachers had tents on 
hand when it got too wet, so all was well.

A brief excerpt from the ‘Thank You’ speech 
by one of the Year 7s:

“First of all, speaking on behalf of all the year 
7’s, the fun times and memories created here 
are going to be very hard to forget. We can 
say that this trip has been an action packed, 
fun filled roller coaster with amazing events 
that constantly kept us busy every day, yet 
immensely entertained. The first day we 
arrived, we were greeted to a welcoming 
dinner and a comfortable bed with fresh 
sheets prepared by the lovely housekeepers. 
Of course, none of us can forget the activities 
we did together outside with that blue water 
pipe the next day (see picture)! It allowed us 
to get soaked yet be okay with it as it was just 
too funny to get mad at! The list of activities 
goes on and on: Thai cookery, camping, 
hiking, raft building, cycling, archery, high 
ropes, team building games and climbing. 
Many of the activities here actually taught 
us a lot about ourselves, like: Rafting taught 
us how to build a steady survival device and 

camping taught us how to sleep with frogs, 
scorpions, and millipedes, no joke!

It’s been a crazy journey, but the only word 
to describe it would be amazing and FUN!! 
But all of our hypes wouldn’t exist without 
the lovely staff that made us feel at home 
and took care of us all along the way. Each 
and every one of the staff has been incredible 
and so patient with us, even when we were 
very noisy! 

Thank you for welcoming us and making sure 
we had a good time, and now that it’s time 
to say our farewells, we wish all of you well. 
Here’s to Maekok Education Center/ Resort!” 

- Jaena Velten

Thank you to all the staff who helped with 
the trip, especially Mr. Alexander and Mrs. 
Khan-Evans for their wonderful support and 
assistance. Special thanks also go out to Henry 
Lim, as well as to the Year 7s for participating! 
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Year 7 Trip to Maekok Field Centre
Mr Nicholas Miller



YEAR 9 BRONZE AWARD
Last term was certainly a busy one for the Year 
9s! They were all involved in the recent Battle 
of the Bands, and many helped with the Bugsy 
Malone production, whilst others practised 
for the traditional end of term concert. In the 
midst of all this, 58 Year 9s chose to participate 
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Bronze 
Award Qualifying Adventurous Journey, which 
took place in Cameron Highlands.

Luxury was not an option during this 
expedition, as the students all slept under 
canvas and had to navigate by themselves to 
the campsite. They also trekked an average 
of 13 kilometres a day, whilst carrying 
their food and equipment on their backs, 
and were responsible for preparing their 
own meals. In spite of a weather forecast 
predicting thunderstorms all weekend, the 

Year 9s were determined to forge on and 
complete their expedition.

Luck was on their side, as the rain mostly 
held off, and the students got to see some 
spectacular scenery. As they left Habu, Year 
9 made their way up a path that was closed 
to the general public, where they climbed up 
to the highest fields in the tea plantations. 
They pitched their tents near the Habu Tea 
Factory, where they were surrounded by the 
beautiful tea plantations on all sides. The next 
day, the students trekked back into the jungle, 
and descended further into the valley, before 
ending up at the main road. The students 
were then transported back to the hostel that 
they had started out from.

Mr. Garlick was very impressed with the 
students throughout the trip, and how they 

have grown so much over the past year. He 
was particularly pleased with how they had 
begun to take responsibility for themselves 
and others, and how much they had achieved 
over the weekend. The students pushed 
themselves, and ended up achieving things 
they initially doubted they were capable of. 
Not only did they exhibit a wonderful display 
of teamwork and independence, they also 
came out of the experience as stronger and 
more considerate people. 

Mr. Garlick enjoyed the expedition immensely, 
and hopes that the students will continue to 
log all their weekly activities over the year to 
gain the Bronze Award certificate that they 
deserve. He also reminds them to look out 
for the Silver Award, which will take place this 
academic year for the Year 10s, and promises 
to be an exciting adventure.

Thank you to all the members of staff who 
have helped, especially Mrs. Khan-Evans, Mr. 
Doege, Mrs. Clarke, and Mr. Kee for all of their 
assistance, patience, and good humour! 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Qualifying 
Adventurous Journeys (1/2)
Mr Alexander Garlick
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Qualifying 
Adventurous Journeys (2/2)
Mr Alexander Garlick

YEAR 12 GOLD/SILVER AWARD
The seniors also participated in the Duke of 
Edinburgh events. Last June, sixteen Year 12s 
and a Year 13 student headed up to Tanah Rata, 
Cameron Highlands for a four-day hiking trip. 
Accompanied by Mr. Garlick and Mr. Doege, 
this was to be their Qualifying Adventurous 
Journey for their Duke of Edinburgh Gold or 
Silver International Awards.

The students were placed in three groups, 
before setting off from base camp to complete 
a different section of hiking trails. As this 
was an Exploration, each trail was uniquely 
different, and the students were required 
to learn about the local area to complete 
a project. This year, the students focused 
on assessing and mediating the impact of 
visitors to the area, which included measuring 
the extent of erosion on the trails, clearing 

obstacles, and repairing any damage made to 
the trails.

The intrepid trekkers remained positive and 
maintained a sense of humour throughout 
the trip, and did not falter during the most 

challenging of situations. Not even the 
thunderstorms could put a damper on their 
spirit and energy, as they pitched tents in the 
rain and managed to cook delicious meals on 
their camp stoves – all whilst the staff looked 
on enviously!

The students not only made an excellent 
impression on the staff at GAC Adventure – the 
company that helped to coordinate the trip – 
but also showed great maturity throughout 
the expedition. Mr. Garlick and Mr. Doege are 
extremely proud of them, and hope to see 
them complete all the necessary paperwork 
to achieve the Award in its entirety.

Students going into Year 12 this year will have 
a very special opportunity coming up soon, so 
please keep a look out for more information, 
and get signed up! 

Boarders enjoyed an unexpected extra 
holiday on Monday, in conjunction with 
Malaysia’s performance at the recent SEA 
games. A chance to road-test the new 
mountain bikes - one of this year’s many 
additions to campus life. 

Boarders’
Activity
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Over the summer, two UEFA B coaches from the Stoke City academy 
visited POWIIS in conjunction with the Stoke City Summer Football 
Camp. The two-week camp was open to both boys and girls, aged six 
to eighteen, and featured six hours of coaching, trophies, food, T-shirts, 
and the most important component of all – fun!

The students were grouped into the Senior team and Junior team 
respectively, and immensely enjoyed the practice sessions, drills, and 

the training they received. Although summer is over, for many, it is just 
the beginning, as new friendships have been forged and passion for the 
game rekindled. At the end of the camp, the participants were awarded 
with trophies in recognition of their limitless effort and enthusiasm, 
with some footballs given out as well. Thank you to all who participated 
in the Stoke City Summer Football Camp for being a part of this! 

Stoke City Summer Football Camp 

Parents of new and existing boarders attended the Principal’s talk on Sunday. This annual event 
sees the boarders return to begin the new academic year, when new boarders began to make 
themselves at home. Parents met the respective Boarding Heads and their teams, and popped 
in to the school shop to purchase new uniforms... before they headed to the barbecue station to 
enjoy some mouthwatering skewers on a rainy afternoon! 

Boarders’ Return



Click here for full 
school calendar
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Important Dates for
September 2017

15th September Speech Day 

18th September New Parents Welcome Evening 

22nd to 24th September MUN Conference   

A few days before summer break started, 
POWIIS took this opportunity to trial a 
BREAK-OUT day!

While the Year 7s made their way to the 
Habitat on Penang Hill, the Year 8s headed 
to Escape and Year 10 to George Town on a 
photography tour. The Year 12s, along with 
some year 11s, enjoyed a team building day 
which included Dodgeball, Bowling, Laser 
Quest, and Escape Room.

Such days are great opportunities to reward 
students for their achievements over the 
year and the feedback has been very positive 
so far, with many praising the behaviour of 
our students. POWIIS looks forward to more 
days like these in the future! 

Break-Out Day
Mr Oliver Roberts

The Parent Teacher Committee (PTC) 
extends a very warm welcome to all new 
parents and guardians and returning 
families to the 2017-2018 academic year. 
This year’s theme is “Bringing us together”, 
which was originally coined in 2015 by the 
very first PTC team. A brief introduction to 
the PTC:
 
The POWIIS Parents Teachers Community 
(PTC) is a volunteer group made up 
of parents and guardians. It is mainly 
meant to be a forum to promote social 

interaction between parents, students, 
and staff, and works together to support 
and help in any school events or programs. 
Over the years, the PTC has provided some 
learning activities to students in school, 
and helped with the school production, 
and has experience raising funds for the 
poor in the local community, and hosting 
PTC social gatherings.

The participation of parents and guardians 
is essential to the PTC, and all are welcome 
to join us. The monthly meetings are 

always held on a Saturday, and give 
parents the chance to mingle with other 
parents and teacher representatives. Ideas 
and contributions are always welcome, 
and new parents and guardians are more 
than welcome to attend these sessions. If 
there are any questions, please direct your 
queries to ptcpowiis@gmail.com. 

Next meeting: 
Date : 30th September 2017
Time : 10.30am
Venue : The Recital Room

Parent Teacher Committee 
Mrs. Lily Lee

https://www.powiis.edu.my/about-us/school-calendar/


Ms Sylvia Michaels 
Born and bred in Penang, Ms. Sylvia Michaels 
has been involved in education for a long 
time – certainly much longer than she initially 
expected to be! Her school life was very 
active, as she was involved in several clubs 
and activities, and represented her school 
in several sporting events and debating 
competitions. Her involvement was invaluable, 
as she brought back gold medals and trophies, 
and won prize after prize.

However, Sylvia looked forward to stepping 
into the working world, and initially started 
as a qualified private secretary, before she 
found that it wasn’t for her and went on to 
train as a teacher instead. She began her long 
and dedicated career in 1978, and has been 
an educator since. She has also been heavily 
involved with social and church work, and 
her work in the Penang Eurasian Association. 

Sylvia then went on to spend twelve years 
at the International School of Penang, where 
she taught Reception Class, joined the Parent 
Teacher Association, became one of their 
Elocution and Debating Judges, and acted as a 
Main School Boarding Houseparent. 

Never one to sit still, Sylvia enrolled in a public 
speaking course, and eventually obtained her 
Toastmaster qualifications. She then moved 
to Kuala Lumpur, where she taught for eight 
and a half years at the Mutiara International 
Grammar School as a Year 2 class teacher 
and Key Phase Coordinator. She enrolled in a 
TESOL course whilst teaching at the London 
Teacher Training College, and went on to 
become editor of the Muriaran Yearbook, 
Head of English in the Junior School and 
Housemaster, and was involved in developing 
the schemes of work in the English curriculum 
and helped out tremendously with the school 
productions, and dance troupes. 

Sylvia returned to the island in January 2015, 
and joined POWIIS as an ESL teacher and 
Boarding Houseparent in the Girls’ Hall. She 
runs the Public Speaking Club, and coaches the 
students in their presentation, public speaking, 
and elocution for the World Scholar’s Cup. 
She loves teaching in POWIIS, but particularly 
enjoys seeing her scholars going up onstage 
to receive their medals for their superb 
performance in the debating competition. A 
woman of many hats, Sylvia is also a Debating 
Adjudicator on the international stage, and the 
teacher representative on the Parent Teacher 

Committee. She enjoys the opportunities 
she has been given, and loves working with 
people, children, and adults from all over the 
world as everyone brings a little bit of their 
country and culture with them, and it is always 
wonderful to see the different nationalities 
living and working together.

Sylvia adores that POWIIS is such a vibrant 
school, and how things are always happening 
in and around the school. She is excited to see 
the direction the school is heading, as it does 
not have even a decade in years but has made 
waves across the island. She is truly honoured 
to be a part of this lovely establishment, and 
how there is always so much to look forward 
to. The experience she has had in POWIIS has 
been wonderful, and she hopes to continue to 
be an inspiration to her students.

In her leisure time, she keeps herself occupied 
with shopping, watching football, athletics 
and sports programmes, cooking and baking 
wedding cakes, travelling, singing, dancing, 
reading, interior decoration, DIY projects, 
fundraising projects for the Penang Eurasian 
Association and performing on stage. Sylvia 
spent most of the past summer holidays 
baking for weddings and preparing traditional 
cakes for the ‘Eurasian Fiesta’ an event that is 
organized by the state government in line with 
the Georgetown Festival, of which she has 
been a part of for five consecutive years. She 
lives her life by a simple motto, and is happy to 
‘just give the world the best that you have and 
the best will come back to you!’ 
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Meet Our People

Mr Alan Reeves
Mr. Alan Reeves has spent most of his life as an 
educator, and specialises in teaching English 
as a second language (ESL) to non-native 
speakers. In the United Kingdom, Alan taught 
English to mostly Arabic and Spanish speakers 
at St. John’s University in York, and eventually 
brought his expertise and experience to 
Penang. Alan worked as an ESL teacher for 

four years at the British Council, before going 
to teach English language and literature at 
Tenby International Secondary School. He has 
been a part of POWIIS for two years now, and 
is currently the head of the ESL department, 
and an English teacher.

Alan teaches both English and ESL, whilst 
also leading the ESL team and fulfilling his 
tasks as a form tutor. He is very passionate 
about teaching, and always looks forward 
to getting back into the classroom after the 
long holidays. He especially loves seeing his 
students eventually gain confidence and 
individuality when communicating in English, 
and watching them improve and grow. This 
year, he looks forward to having his first full 
year as the head of ESL, and hopes to install 
new initiatives that will benefit ESL awareness, 
accessibility, and implementation across the 
entire school. 

Alan loves teaching at POWIIS, due to the 
company of the fantastic staff and wonderful 
students. He particularly enjoys every 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concert (TLC) and the 
opportunities the school offers for budding 
musicians for students and teachers alike! As 
the school is located in the scenic countryside, 
the winding road provides a lovely forty-
minute commute that is a joy to experience 
on his motorcycle. The journey means that his 
day always starts and ends on a high, and he is 
highly appreciative of this.

Unlike most expatriates, Alan is not a fan of 
the weather, but is partial to the culture, 
food, and thousands of miles of traffic free 
roads and the picturesque scenery perfect 
for motorcycling. During his free time, Alan 
is passionate about motorcycling and playing 
the guitar – both of which he has plenty of 
access to whilst working at POWIIS! 


