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Most of our students and staff seem to have 
made excellent use of the week’s break we 
have just enjoyed, in the middle of a long term. 
A few seniors have had external examinations, 
which I hope have gone well for them.

We started the week briskly with specially 
commissioned Study Skills sessions for year 10 
and year 11, and the initial feedback has been 
excellent. We expect to follow up with further 
events from the same provider. The content 

was familiar to our students, mostly because 
they could identify with the study practices 
described - only to be confronted with how 
ineffective they are! Hopefully most have 
had cause to think more deeply about how 
productive their learning time really is, and get 
benefit from what they heard and saw. I am 
trying to forget what colour the presenter’s 
front door was…..from one particular memory 
demonstration.

A cliche in education has been (though 
thankfully appears to be waning) about ‘life 
-long learners’ - as if creating such a thing 
is a remarkable and recently discovered 
ambition. We all learn, every day, whether or 
not we would describe our day as ‘studying’, 
and we always have. My wife and I learned 
a lot in Thailand last week, and only some 
of it was deliberate instruction. A charming 
waitress in our hotel managed to coach us (at 
our request, and over four breakfasts) into 
simple greetings, and responses. After the first 
morning, she would lean expectantly towards 
us to hear our greetings learned the previous 
day, and (usually) applaud our efforts before 
responding.

We also learned about elephants, and just 
as importantly about rural economics in 
the hill villages. The exposure of tourists to 
elephants is not without controversy, but 
having carefully asked questions about the 
backgrounds of the animals and the way 
they are now monitored by government 

agencies, we were comfortable the animals 
we were with were as they appeared - happy, 
unstressed, well fed and enjoying company. 
There was no riding, no chains, no sticks - the 
most assertive behaviour we saw was a loud 
voice remonstrating with a one of the animals 
which clearly had no intention of getting out 
of the river. A number of the local villagers 
were paid to tend the elephants, prepare a 
simple lunch for the visitors, drive vehicles 
etc. Without some exposure of the creatures 
to ‘soft’ tourism, their care would much more 
hazardous, if possible at all. Sharing a day with 
these enormous creatures was memorable, 
and chatting to the farmers amongst the rice 
fields humbling. English speakers’ guilt is well 
known - not felt more keenly than when talking 
to villagers whose school learned English was 
impressive. However, no language at all was 
needed for a jolly good mud and water fight 
it the river. Laughter is a universal language.

Nearer to home, we celebrated the official 
launch of the new POWIIS Primary School just 
before the break, and there was considerable 
interest shown at a schools’ fair held 
thereafter. As the project moves forward to 
the construction phase, work continues apace 
on the high quality internal specification and 
recruitment planning for the key personnel. 
The new school is a very exciting development 
for POWIIS, and we of course are delighted 
that success of our school underpins the 
confidence in this venture. We will be the first 
school in Penang with 
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From the Principal
Mr Simon Leese

Click here for POWIIS 
Facebook page and website

(continued on pg2)

https://www.facebook.com/prince.of.wales.island.international.school/
http://www.powiis.edu.my/
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Boarding 
Pizza Party
Miss Khalifah Bennett 

On the Sunday after Open Day, the boarders 
were pleasantly surprised with pizza and ice 
cream, after the Principal dropped in to thank 
them for all of their hard work. 

two separate campuses purpose built for their 
age groups, and the new school will enjoy the 
same high quality standard of interior finish 
which sets the senior school apart.

POWIIS has a reputation for excellent musical 
theatre, and this week auditions for next 
year’s production are underway. We have 
moved the production to the end of term 2, 
from term 3 - when more will be able to enjoy 
what promises to be another outstanding 
show. More details to follow.

For the first time, next week our athletes are 
participating in the FOBISIA games in Phuket. 
The school wished them well in Assembly 
on Wednesday, after a lot of time and work 
had been put into their preparations. We 
look forward to following their progress, and 
hopefully celebrating their successes!

Meanwhile, it is said that ‘elephants never 
forget’. I am hoping our year 10s and 11s also 
don’t forget the messages from Monday! 

Scare to Care Festival 2017
Mr Darren Lim

U14 A & B Netball Team
Miss Sarah Hardman 

The Under-14 A and B netball teams played a fixture against Straits International School 
recently, with the B team clinching a narrow win and the A team showing impressive flair to 
win with a score of 17-3. 

Both teams did an excellent job, and Nikki Yap and Ziyi Low emerged as players of the 
match. POWIIS would like to thank Straits International School for organising and pulling 
off a great fixture. 

With Halloween around the corner, POWIIS’ Scare to Care returns for the fourth year. A 
joint effort between the Leo Club, JSLA, and the POWIIS community, the festival offers 
great food, frightful fun, and rockin’ good music for all! 

Coupons worth RM 10, RM 30, or RM 50 are on sale until 31st October, and are available 
from our friendly “scarers” at lunchtime, as well as transportation arrangements. Mark 
your calendars on the 3rd of November at 6.00 pm for an enjoyable night!

Please take note that this event is only open to members of the POWIIS community and 
their immediate families. 
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Open Day

POWIIS welcomed prospective families to our most recent Open Day to explore the campus with a tour of the school, led by the students. They 
attended an informative presentation by the Principal, Mr Simon Leese. We look forward to seeing new faces very soon! 

POWIIS Primary Launch
On 7th October 2017, the new Prince of Wales Island International 
Primary School was officially launched. Held at POWIIS, the new school 
was launched by Penang’s Chief Minister, YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng, Dato’ 
Dr. Kenny Ong, and Dato’ Lim Kean Seng.

POWIIS Primary features a purpose-built campus that reflects the specific 
needs of each year group, and will be a co-educational independent 

primary school offering the English National Curriculum delivered 
through enjoyable, purposeful, and challenging learning. The school 
design boasts well equipped classrooms, designated play areas, and 
specialist areas in Science, Music, the Arts, and Sport to facilitate 21st 
century learning. POWIIS Primary will offer an outstanding education 
for learners from Early Years to Year 6. For more details, please contact 
admissions@powiisprimary.edu.my. 

Entrance View

Aeriel View Music Room

Swimming Pool
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CIE Outstanding Achievement Award – 
Top in Malaysia for Design and Technology
Mr Dean Wells

POWIIS is delighted to announce that Miyuki Wei Gee Goay has 
been recognised by Cambridge University, and awarded the CIE 
Outstanding Achievement Award, coming out as Top in Malaysia for 
Design and Technology. Miyuki continuously exhibited her skills in the 
subject, and consistently came up with innovative design solutions 
for her projects. Her IGCSE Controlled Assessment design portfolio 
displayed her prowess in designing, developing, and creating a 

unique umbrella stand that achieved top marks. She has been invited 
to the Awards Ceremony in Kuala Lumpur in November to accept this 
prestigious award.

Cambridge Assessment International Education congratulated POWIIS 
‘on producing some of the best performing learners in Malaysia, and 
around the world, in the June 2017 examination series’. 

Geography
Landscape Competition
Mr Nicholas Miller

The winners of the Geography Landscape competition were announced recently, with Sarah 
Jia Li and Su Bai Wei clinching the prizes. Congratulations to Sarah and Su Bai! 
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Wizard of Oz
Miss Suzie Allen 

We’re off to see the Wizard!
We are off to see the wizard, the wonderful 
Wizard of Oz. For this year’s POWIIS production, 
we will be going on a magical adventure over 
the rainbow with The Wizard of Oz. 

Auditions to be part of the cast of performers 
and musicians have already begun and excited 
students have been showing off their talents 
hoping to be the next Dorothy, Cowardly Lion, 
or even Toto! We’re also looking for musicians, 

dancers, and ensemble actors, and later we’ll 
be looking for backstage crew too.

The POWIIS drama production is a wonderful 
opportunity to experience working in 
collaboration, to boost confidence and to 
build skills, in addition to it being great fun. 
It will not be easy; being in the cast or crew 
is a commitment of time, dedication, and 
talent. Students will be rehearsing Mondays 
and Tuesdays after school from now until the 

production at the end of Term 2. However, the 
sense of achievement on opening night will be 
worth all the work.

The Wizard of Oz opening night will be on 
the evening of Friday 23rd March 2018, with 
a matinee performance on Saturday 24th 
March 2018. Join us on a journey along the 
yellow brick road to the Emerald City as we set 
off to see the Wizard, the Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz. 

Elevate Education Study Skills Workshop

After the half term break, POWIIS got off to 
a brisk start. The Year 10s and 11s attended 

study skills workshops organised by Elevate 
Education, and were introduced to more 

effective working techniques, to enhance 
their progress by ‘working smarter’. 



Diwali – Festival of Lights:
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Rangoli Making
Students and staff teamed up to create a 
Rangoli as part of our Diwali celebration. 

The beautiful art pieces are thought to 
bring good luck, and are normally created 
during auspicious events. Everyone enjoyed 

helping with POWIIS’ Rangoli, and the end 
result was a remarkable combination of 
colours and designs. 

Diwali Celebration
Students were given the opportunity to 
wear their ‘House Colours’ before the 

start of the half term break to celebrate 
Diwali - the festival of lights. They enjoyed 
a Diwali inspired lunch in the cafeteria, 

while some Year 12s combined chemistry 
and Diwali by making a Rangoli pattern 
using a polymer slime. 
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Important Dates for
November 2017

3rd November LEO Club Scare to Care Festival 2017

7th to 17th November WSC Tournament of Champions

17th November Entrance Examination Day 

17th November End of CIE & Edexcel Examinations 

19th November ABRSM High Scorers’ Concert 

23rd to 26th November Phuket Football Tour

26th November MUN KL Conference 

29th November Year 10 Parents’ Reception 

Click here for full 
school calendar

October’s staff edition Tuesday Lunchtime Concert featured both academic and non-academic staff, including the CEO of POWIIS, Ms Elysia Ong, 
Ms Nurul Hasniza, Mr Peter Kee, Ms Lucy Decoursey, Mr Alan Reeves, Mr Dylan Boyd, Mr Ronald de Leon, Mr John Cranwell, and Mr Kirk Green. 
They were accompanied by the POWIIS orchestra and band, and certainly entertained the audience with their performances! 

Staff Edition Tuesday Lunchtime Concert
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Mrs Wendy Clarke
Mrs. Wendy Clarke had always known she 
wanted to teach – the only question was 
which subject! It was during her A Levels that 
she realised her passion for mathematics, and 
went on to pursue a degree in Mathematics 
at Loughborough University before obtaining 
her teaching qualifications at the University 

of Nottingham. She worked as a teacher of 
mathematics in Nottingham for eight years, 
before leaving for India with her husband. 
That was the start of their journey around 
Asia, and they eventually settled down in 
Malaysia, where she spent some time as the 
Head of the Mathematics department at an 
international school in Kuala Lumpur.

Meet Our People

Mr Lai Hock Lim
Born and bred in Penang, Mr Lai Hock Lim 
obtained his Bachelor of Engineering in Civil 

Engineering in the University of Science, 
Malaysia (USM), and went on to be a teacher 
at a KUMON Learning Center. Destined to be 

She started as a Mathematics teacher at 
POWIIS in 2015, and is now the head of her 
department, teaching mathematics to both 
juniors and seniors up to A Level Further 
Mathematics. She is also responsible for the 
day to day running of her department, and 
makes sure that everyone has what they need, 
from teaching resources to tea bags. Wendy 
enjoys being a Kent house form tutor, and 
supporting all the house activities, and has 
recently joined the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
award team, where she spent two days hiking 
through tea plantations in Cameron Highlands.

Her favourite aspect of the job is teaching the 
subject that she loves, and sharing her passion 
for mathematics with her students, as well 
as seeing them develop their mathematical 
thinking skills. She looks forward to seeing 
POWIIS grow even further, and is excited 
about the development of the new primary 
school campus and seeing education evolving 
with society. Life on the island has its perks, 
and Wendy enjoys hiking and sampling all 
the tastes Penang has to offer. In her leisure 
time, her three favourite things are travelling, 
walking, and eating, and she is thrilled that 
she gets to combine all three during term 
breaks. She also enjoys reading and scuba 
diving, and learning new recipes from Chef at 
the Mansion! 

an educator, he joined POWIIS in 2014 as a 
teacher of Mathematics.

Three years on, his role has expanded to 
include his duties as a boarding house tutor. 
He teaches A Level Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics, in addition to Physics, percussion 
music, and Astronomy. A passionate stargazer, 
he does not only teach the subject but also 
provides training for Astronomy Olympiads to 
interested participants. 

Lai Hock believes that the best part of his 
job would definitely be getting to know 
young minds, and learning new things 
from his students. He enjoys inspiring the 
students, and instilling a love for Science 
and Mathematics within them. He is always 
seeking ways to develop student learning in 
Science and Mathematics, and to challenge 
their cognitive skills.

In his free time, Lai Hock enjoys Penang’s 
culinary delights, and also playing percussion, 
travelling, stargazing, and reading. 


