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Mr Simon Leese

The Times Educational Supplement awards
are given to UK independent schools in a
number of categories, and the presentations
take place at a gala event in central London
next February. There is also an ‘International
School of the Year’ award, for which this year
just four schools are nominated, the other
three in the Middle East: The British School in
Muscat, Cranleigh Abu Dhabi, and Jumeriah
College in Dubai. This is a remarkable
achievement for our school, following, as it
does, our inclusion in the British International
Schools Awards in 2017. Why have we been
successful again this year?
We have been recognised for our achievement
to date, and strategic vision, in developing the
foremost A level environment in the region.
As all schools face an ever increasing range of
options for students after year 11, our mission
is simple; POWIIS will be the premier choice.

Our vision is genuinely holistic; whilst many
of our students achieve remarkable academic
outcomes, we know from research, from
data across the world, and from a wealth of
first hand experience, longer term success
requires the fullest personal development. At
the very centre of the school, is a commitment
to student well-being, including their current
and future mental and emotional resilience,
an important part of which is a healthy
balance between study, leisure and personal
relationships. The qualities which POWIIS
demonstrates are difficult to define, but easy
to recognise - in this case by the premier
UK education publication, whose award
nominations include prestigious names in
British independent education both in the UK
and overseas.
Such validation also helps in the recruitment
and retention of outstanding teachers.

Photo Gallery - FOBISIA Games 2017

To work, or have worked, in schools
of internationally recognised quality,
significantly enhances a resume, as it does the
longer term prospects of our students who
demonstrate a commitment to consistency,
to stability and to a breadth of activity
and experience. In the most competitive
university admissions, the reputation of the
student’s school will often distinguish one
application amongst many. When so many
students from the region head to the UK each
year, being the only school in the whole of Asia
included in this international award category,
is not to be underestimated. The TES will be
read by every university admissions tutor in
the country.
My thanks to all who work so hard to make
our school what it is. We may be a hidden
gem in the jungle, but we can be clearly seen
glinting in the sunlight from afar.
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Sixth Form
Ms Adele Bowden

University Fair
POWIIS Sixth Formers attended their first
university fair of the year this week, with visiting
institutions ranging from the United States of
America, the United Kingdom, and Australia.
Students from Years 11 to 13 found out more
information regarding the courses they
were interested in, university applications,
and the location of these universities.
The visitors were very impressed with our
students, as they had plenty of insightful
questions concerning the courses they were
interested in pursuing, as well as which
subjects to study next year that would help
with their future university applications.
We will be hosting another university fair on
the 13th of November, which will focus on
universities based in the United Kingdom.
This would be one of the last chances for our
Year 13s would have to gather any lasting
information from institutions to help them
with any applications to universities based in
the United Kingdom for next year.
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Attention to attending......
Monday was difficult. The Senior Leadership
Team at the school did an excellent job.
On Sunday night there was continual
communication about the conditions, and
the information coming from multiple
sources, with the Principal who was in KL
at the FOBISIA School Leaders Conference.
Eventually, at 8.30pm, the decision was
made to open as usual on Monday. It was
unlikely the situation would be better for a
number of days, but it may not get worse,
so if we could cope on Monday the rest
should follow. So what did happen?
The vast majority of the school stepped up
to the challenge. 100% attendance would
have been wonderful, 81% was a little
disappointing, but understandable. Who
stepped up, and who ducked out?

Attendance by year - and by house!
Year 7

93%

House:

Year 8

79%

Cornwall

89%

Year 9

83%

Durham

70%

Year 10

87%

Glamorgan

81%

Year 11

73%

Kent

79%

Year 12

75%

Rutland

83%

Year 13

79%

Somerset

86%

If you are in year 7 and in Cornwall - you
contributed well to the overall figures! I
hope our A level mathematicians can see
why any further analysis would be about
as valid as most statistics we hear on TV…..
Simon Leese
Principal

Scare to Care Festival 2017
Mr Darren Lim

University Applications
A reminder to all Year 13s and their parents
about the upcoming United Kingdom university
deadline, which falls on 15th January 2018.
Please note that the school has set the students
an internal deadline of 11th December 2017, in
order to give the school time to process any
potential errors or problems that students may
have before the final dates.
Year 13s are encouraged to continue
completing their United Kingdom university
applications, particularly their personal
statements, and to submit them to Miss
Bowden ahead of the deadline.
Please email Miss Bowden if you need any
questions answered about the application
process at POWIIS at ab@powiis.edu.my
or visit Advice for Parents and Advice for
International Student applicants where you
will find information regarding the UCAS
procedure. For any American university
applications, the application service is
open, and students may apply by either
using the Common App application or to
universities directly. For universities not in
the United Kingdom and the United States
of America, students need to apply directly
to the university.

This year’s Halloween was our spookiest one yet, as the teachers and students dressed
up for the occasion in their ghastliest costumes to attend the ‘Scare to Care’ festival. The
festival, organised by POWIIS’ Leo Club for the fourth year running, featured dances, musical
performances, a school disco, and the return of the ‘House of Fear’.
The festival allowed for the students to experience the lighter side of their teachers, and
succeeded in bringing the school community closer as students, teachers, and parents
collaborated and contributed to a good cause.
At the moment, the proceeds from the festival stands at approximately RM 9,000.00 in cash,
along with an additional RM 1,500.00 worth of electrical household items kindly donated by
Mr. Vincent Chew of PENSONIC Malaysia Sdn Bhd. This gives us a current approximate total
contribution of RM 10,500.00 A part of the cash proceeds will be contributed to the Parent
Teacher Committee fund while a majority of the proceeds and all of the electrical items will
be contributed to the school’s Outreach Program in aid of the Balik Pulau community.
The LEO Club of POWIIS would like to thank all teachers, staff members, performers, and
students for making this year’s Scare to Care a wonderful event. Special thanks go out to
the PENSONIC and Sri Ananda Bahwan groups for their generous contributions. Lastly, a big
TERIMA KASIH to the LEOs for their tireless efforts in making the night a success!
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First Malaysia, China
& Korea International
Friendship Piano Open
Competition 2017

Basketball
Achievement
Mr Lai Hock Lim

Recently, Joshua Jin Quan Lau participated in the First Malaysia, China, and Korea International
Friendship Piano Open Competition 2017, and placed second. The competition was held in Ipoh, Perak
and featured budding pianists from Malaysia, China, and South Korea. Congratulations, Joshua!

Sanjeev Ravinder Singh of Year 13 recently
participated in the Premier Penang
U-20 Open grand finals. His team placed
second in the competition, and he has
been shortlisted to enter the Malaysian
National Games (SUKMA- Sukan Malaysia).
Congratulations, Sanjeev!

Penang International Schools
Young Photographer’s Contest
Last week, several boarding students and
staff travelled to support Sarah Li Jia at
the Penang International Schools Young
Photographer’s Competition.
She made it to the finals out of hundreds of
entries, and won second runner-up in the
senior category and first place for ‘Photo of
the Day’. Her winning entry was aptly titled
‘Happiness’, and depicted her smiling sisters.
She received a trophy and money, along with
two hefty snack baskets...which she shared
with her boarding mates!
Congratulations, Sarah!
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FOBISIA Games 2017
Mr Leighton Edwards

POWIIS participated for the first time ever
at the recent FOBISIA Games in Phuket,
Thailand. Six schools were involved, and our
students certainly made an impact.
On the first day, they excelled in swimming,
winning 20 of the 40 races and coming in at
second place in 8 other races. Congratulations
to Debbie Low, Zhao Liang Teh, Clark Tu,
Peace Lee, and Angus Lee, who all did a
brilliant job. POWIIS went on to clinch first
runner up in the swimming competition.
Swimming was then followed by track and
field in the afternoon, and we won 15
medals in athletics. Jaseem Sarmad AlAbaichy of Year 9 showed immense courage
and commitment, and won five medals.
Congratulations to all those involved for
their fantastic sportsmanship.
POWIIS’ streak continued into the second
day, as the girls’ football team came in at
third place overall. The third and final day
saw the girls’ basketball team winning first
place, where they exhibited exemplary
teamwork and school spirit. Over on the
other side, our boys worked just as hard in

the blistering heat, and were rewarded with
bronze medals for their efforts.
The entire POWIIS team made the school
very proud, and did very well in all the
sporting events they participated in. Well
done, all!

Results summary therefore are:
1st place

Girls’ Basketball

2nd place

Swimming

3rd place

Track & Field
Boys’ Football
Girls’ Football

4th place

Boys’ Basketball

Team members:
Jassem Sarmad
Al-Abaichy

Zijun Low

Mahdi Sarmad
Al-Abaichy

Ziyi Low

Weihang Chen

Serena Ng

Yee Xin Cher

Jin Kai Ooi

Utano Goda

Yeuan Yang Ooi

Alyssa Xue Rou Lee

Amy Sein Park

Hao Yang Lee

Jade Ryan

Pei Sze Lee

Yong Zhang Tan

Jia Tchi Lim

Zhao Liang Teh

Jia Ying Lim

Lois Grace Tolley

Shou Wu Lim

Yukun Clark Tu

Yi Xuan Low

Laxman Vetri
Vikneswaren

Nikki Jia Yi Yap

Zining Low
Ziquan Low
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Design and Technology
– From IGCSE to A Level (1/2)
Mr Dean Wells

The IGCSEs in Design and Technology follows the
specialist areas of Product Design and Resistant
Materials and are part of the Cambridge
University International Examinations. The
Cambridge IGCSE Design and Technology
syllabus enables leaners to identify, consider,
and solve problems through creative thinking,
planning and design by working with different
media, materials, and tools.
Candidates gain technical and design
awareness as a result, and develop initiative,
resourcefulness, enquiry, and ingenuity. They
also develop the communication skills central
to design making and evaluation.
Students sit for two examinations and must
complete a Design and Make Project consisting
of a Design Portfolio and come up with a
prototype product which is internally marked
and externally moderated. The project is

completed during the first two terms of Year 11
and should demonstrate a strong knowledge
of designing to solve a problem, the correct
material selection, manufacturing processes,
and planning and evaluation.

making a product of their choice. They aim to
adopt a commercial design approach to their
work, reflecting how a professional designer
might deal with a design problem and its
resolution.

At POWIIS, the students then move on to the
Edexcel A Level in Product Design. The course
aims to enable students to be able to recognise
design needs and develop an understanding
of how current global issues and integrating
technology have an impact on the world today.
The projects they carry out give them the
freedom to take design risks and innovate in
a situation where it is safe to test and refine
ideas, giving them the confidence to further
develop skills in their own design to meet the
brief of the end user.

Our Year 12s have just completed their first
project, which consisted of designing and
manufacturing a lamp. Their investigation
and research included existing product and
component analysis, technical drawing, and
presentation options, comparing and analysing
different manufacturing processes, justification
of design solution decisions and material and
production choices.

Currently, our Year 13s are working on their
final year project, and are busy designing and

Students studying our Edexcel A Level in Product
Design progress to university courses leading
to careers in Product Design, Architecture,
Industrial Design, Interior Design and Civil,
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering.
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Design and Technology
– From IGCSE to A Level (2/2)
Mr Dean Wells

Yi Wen Lim
The basic knowledge that I learned about
materials, processes, drawing and designing
during IGCSE has helped me a lot in Product
Design A level.

Daniel Lay
The thing I’ve enjoyed the most studying
Design and Technology at POWIIS has
been breaking a sweat and getting my
hands dirty in the workshop. There are an
endless number of things possible in the

workshop at POWIIS. As a very hands-on
and practical person, I’ve really enjoyed
having the opportunity to learn skills
relating to Design and Technology first
hand with the guidance of the teachers in
the department.

Christopher Lim
I’d love to be an industrial designer in the
future. Originally stemming from a passion
for cars and the arts, I had wanted to be a
transport and automotive designer. However,
upon delving into the world of design, I knew I
could not limit myself to one field.

Nur Sofiyah Rohaizi
I would like to become an architect if the
opportunity presents itself. Design and
Technology will have obviously taught
me how to use Autocad Fusion 360, the
program all junior architects need to be
familiar with to get a job nowadays. By
then, I am confident my drawing skills would

have improved with the amount of practice
I get in the Design and Technology A level
course to secure me a place at a prestigious
architecture school or design school. On the
flipside, I would also love to explore fashion
design, mainly couture. Regardless of which
I decide to go for, I would most definitely
want to start up my own company.
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Street Art Competition
and Spray Paint Workshop
Miss Prianka Sedov

POWIIS’ first street art competition was a great success with amazing entries from every year group. The competition was judged by two artists
from the Art Assembly – Sliz and Nicole Yap. The eventual winner was Matthew Joel Lee of Year 9.
The top 5 students of the competition then took part in a spray painting workshop run by the artists from the Art Assembly, and learned about the
history of street art and different spray painting techniques. After an eventful session, they were then given free rein to create their own designs.
Keep an eye out for Matthew’s design, which can be found somewhere around the school in the near future!

Important Dates for
November 2017
7th to 17th November

WSC Tournament of Champions

17th November

End of CIE & Edexcel Examinations

17th November

Entrance Examination Day

19th November

ABRSM High Scorers’ Concert

23rd to 26th November

MUN KL Conference

29th November

Year 10 Parents’ Reception

Click here for full
school calendar

08

THE PULSE | 10 NOVEMBER 2017

Meet Our People
was pleased to be given the opportunity to
run the Baking Club last year as it gave her a
chance to get to know her students over cake.

Miss Suzie Allen
Miss Suzie Allen has been teaching for 14
years and has experience in a quiet Cornish
school in the United Kingdom, where there
was a school farm on site. She studied in
the South West of England at the University
of Plymouth to obtain a degree in English
Language with English Literature, before
going on to the University of Exeter for her
postgraduate in Secondary English teaching.

Mr Nicholas Miller
Mr Nicholas Miller grew up in a small village
outside Cambridge, and initially attended
Sheffield University to read Geography and
Geology. However, he had re-evaluated
things in his second year, and decided to
become a physical geographer instead. He
successfully achieved an honours degree, and
went on to travel with the hopes of becoming
a journalist or writer. After completing
a diploma in publishing, he worked for
Lloyd’s of London Press. Three years of hard
corporate graft was more than enough for
Nicholas, and he finally decided to become
a teacher. He completed a Trinity Cambridge
TESOL course followed by a Secondary PGCE
from Leeds University in Geography and
Outdoor Education, with 6 months living and
working in Paris in between.
Despite a gap year working in a preparatory
school in Slough and swearing he would
never be a teacher, Nicholas has enjoyed his
last 20 years of working in schools around
the world. He feels that POWIIS has changed
a great deal since he arrived nearly 4 years

After three years at POWIIS, she is now
in her second year as the Head of the
English Department. She is responsible for
overseeing the work the English Department
does on a daily basis, and organises the
annual Readathon, World Book Day events,
visits from various theatre companies, and
the Accelerated Reader programme. She
enjoys spending time with her tutees, and

ago, and now has a solid reputation and a
strong brand behind it to ensure that the
school can continue to grow. He enjoys
the opportunities he has in POWIIS, and
has helped with community service, the
Duke of Edinburgh activities, and organised
residential Geography and year group trips to
Thailand. He is enthusiastic about sharing his
passion for geography with his students, and
constantly reminds his students about the
power of nature.

Her favourite aspect of her job is seeing
students develop a love of literature,
through the Accelerated Reader programme
and lively debates with her class. She is
excited to take on the role as Production
Manager this year, and working closely with
the Drama department. Suzie also eagerly
awaits this year’s World Book Day after the
success of last year, having raised up to RM
17,500.00 that the Humanitarian Committee
has put to good use, as well as the interhouse cosy reading corners competition
and seeing the staff dress up again once
more! After being a part of POWIIS for three
years, she looks forward to watching the
POWIIS family grow and flourish in the years
to come.
The island has become her home now, and Suzie
adores the warm weather and the stunning
scenery. She has joined a Dragon Boating team,
and spends her free time experimenting with
new cupcake and ice-cream recipes to try out
on her colleagues, and has recently branched
out into breadmaking.

POWIIS is a lively place and is less polluted and
more peaceful than other parts of the island,
due to being surrounded by nature rather
than buildings. As a Geographer, through-andthrough, he is continually fascinated by the
human-nature interaction that is coming to
define our existence on this planet. He is proud
to working at such a forward looking and
family-centred school, and is excited about the
years to come. In his free time, he likes nothing
more than a good game of Ultimate Frisbee!

