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Mr Simon Leese

We have just confirmed dates for a full school
inspection next year by COBIS (Council of
British International Schools) in October (15th
-17th). As members of COBIS we are required
to regularly demonstrate our Compliance with
their membership standards, but we are going
further seeking Accreditation under their more
demanding Patron’s Accreditation scheme.
Accreditation also satisfies the membership
criteria for FOBISIA. The higher level COBIS
scheme is new, and we will be one of the first
schools in Malaysia to attempt it. Between now
and then, we will be looking at many of our
facilities and systems, and inevitably there will
be some work to do in some areas. However,
I am naturally confident the outcome will be
gratifying, and POWIIS will be affirmed as one
of the region’s premier schools.

The previous two weeks saw a necessary
curtailment of our activities programme,
with extended travel times caused by local
storm damage to the road system. I want
to thank everyone for just getting on with
it. There is a well-known prayer called the
‘serenity prayer’ which begins: ‘...grant me
the serenity to accept the things I cannot
change; courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.’ It is nondenominational, with a meaning all can value.
We had neither complaint nor criticism from
any in the community, as we all just had to
put up with unusual situation. We should also
be grateful for the efforts of all those who
faced the huge task of clearing up. Now we
are back to normal. Let’s hope for a safe and
dry season ahead.
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Where we are on the island, of course, does
make us vulnerable to such disruptions,
and often our location comes up quite early
in discussions about joining the school.
How much is ‘island psychology’ a part in
this? A recent conversation with a cycling
enthusiast assured me you could circuit the
island in 3-4 hours (I will take his word for
it) and this may bring with it a perception of
distance, and time. Adult life often involves
a lot of travelling. Statistics from the US
Census Bureau declare the average adult
commuting time to work is 25.4 minutes.
An article published in the UK Daily Express
(admittedly not the most reliable journalistic
data source) maintained that the average UK
adult spends about a year of their life (10.634
hrs) commuting - (adding rather recklessly this
is still less than the average woman spends
getting ready to go out - apparently 11,376
hrs over a lifetime.) Another source claimed
Bangkok has the slowest commuting in the
world, averaging 2 hours per day with a typical
travel speed of 7mph (11km/h). Perhaps with
the trip to school we are preparing students
for the realities of adult life! I met a friend in
the lift this morning as we headed for our cars.
His journey to work on the mainland used to
be an hour - with current bridge work it is two.
Travelling to school by service bus used to take
half an hour when I was at school, but we could
do it in about the same time by bike, if we
decided we were up for the challenge (which
we did occasionally.) The (continued on pg2)
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bus stopped regularly, but if my brother
and I really went for it, we could beat the
bus overall. The trouble was it was hard
work, and we didn’t get to ‘hang out’
(although at that time that expression was
what your mother did with the washing)
with our friends. Bus journeys could be
very enjoyable, and still are.
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German Exchange Student
– Hannah Uhle

However, with them comes responsibility.
Our service bus drivers are there to drive
the buses, not supervise them. Travel on
our school buses demands the same level
of responsibility and personal maturity
we expect at all times in school, and a
small number of our students need to
remember that. A very few should perhaps
start oiling their bikes.

POWIIS has welcomed our German exchange
student, fifteen-year-old Hannah Uhle, who
will be here for the next three months. She
enjoys sport and music in equal amounts, and
devotes her free time to tennis, swimming,
playing the piano, and singing in the choir.
She arrived in Penang at 4.00 am on the 5th of
November, and noticed the stark differences
in temperature immediately. Dresden had
been a chilly 6°C, whilst Penang was a balmy
27°C. Unfortunately, she had arrived during
the torrential rains, and her first glimpse of
the island was the rising floodwaters!
Hannah is excited to be a part of POWIIS, and
would like to share her thoughts of the school
thus far. There have been marked differences
between her school in Dresden and POWIIS,
as she was not required to wear a uniform
back home, and the lesson periods there only

Art Meets
Science
It is no secret that Georgetown is renowned
for its vibrant art scene. However, it IS a
secret that Mr. Wick has been spending
his weekends refining his artistic abilities!
He is very proud of his most recent artistic
endeavour, and hopes that it will be up
in the halls of POWIIS for all to admire.
Watch out, Ms. Decoursey!

lasted for forty-five minutes, whilst POWIIS
has sixty-minute periods. She also has a lot
more homework here than in Dresden!
Penang has far less churches compared to
her native Germany, but she enjoys seeing
the many temples and mosques around the
island. Many of Penang’s residents converse
in either English or Bahasa Malaysia, which is
something that she is not used to, as Germans
in Germany only speak German! Hannah
really looks forward to celebrating Chinese
New Year here, as it is her first time in Asia.
On a parting note, Hannah would like to share
a quintessentially German tradition with her
Malaysian friends, in hopes that it will catch
on. In Germany, it is typical to share cakes
and cookies with the whole family, as well
as friends, in the afternoons, and is a routine
that Hannah dearly misses.

Boarders’ Weekend Activities
Mr Alan Reeves
Earlier in the month, the boarders visited
PenangPAC to see ‘Short & Sweet’ and had a
great time. Described as the ‘biggest platform
for 10-minutes of creativity’, the festival
showcased 7 original dance works and 8
original short plays over 11 days. It was an
enjoyable Saturday night at the theatre, and
thrilled both the boarders and their teachers!
POWIIS student Angelique Thum, and alumna
Charity Yong were featured in the earlier
dance segment, performing for four nights in
the Open Category.
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Junior Sport Leadership Award (JSLA)

The juniors had a special treat in store for
them, as their outdoor after-school activity
was taken over by members of POWIIS’ Junior
Sport Leadership Award (JSLA), as the older
students worked together to coordinate
and manage the hour-long activity. They
exhibited excellent organisational skills,
constantly guiding, and helping the juniors
during any tricky bits!

Wizard of Oz – Set Building Activity

Under the guidance of Mr. Peter Kee and Miss
Shauni Kaur, a group of students meet every
Tuesday to work together, building props and
other vital parts of the set for the upcoming
school production, The Wizard of Oz.
“Building the set is quite fun, and a very good

experience. The only annoying thing is how
the wood piles keep clinging to my shirt!”
– Kaito Chao

the trees for the production, which is quite
exciting. I hope to learn more in the future.”
– Lau Xin Mei

“It is an enjoyable experience, and we have
been taught to screw and drill properly. At the
moment, we are in the middle of constructing

“This is my first time ever building a set, and I
enjoy constructing the props, and feeling as if
I can make anything in here!” – Lau Xin Jie
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Girls’ Basketball
Miss Sarah Hardman

MSSPP
Archery
Competition

Ryan Lee participated in a recent MSSPP
Archery Competition. The Year 8 student won
first place under the individual category and
first runner up in the under-14s World Archery
category. He was awarded with trophies and
certificates during last week’s assembly.
The girls’ basketball team placed second in the Under-15 tournament, held at the
International School of Penang (Uplands) on the 11th of November. Zining Low scored
the winning points, whilst Zijun Low played killer defense and shut down Uplands’ star
point guard.
Their winning streak continued on Thursday, 16th November, as they played against Dalat
International School. It was a well-earned victory, and the girls displayed outstanding
teamwork as they worked together in rebounding Dalat on the offense and the defence.
Ziyi Low and Serena Shan Mei Ng were the stars of the game, as Ziyi’s accurate shots and
Serena’s stellar defence ensured a win for the team. Well done, girls!

Penang Junior
Close Golf
Tournament

MSSPP (Penang Schools’
Sports Council) Excellence
Award Ceremony
During the MSSPP Excellence Award
Ceremony, Rachel Poh from Year 10
received a special award. These awards
are a part of MSSPP’s efforts to reward
and recognise student athletes that
have won medals during this year’s
National Schools Competition (MSSM).
Earlier this year, Rachel won a bronze
medal for her achievements in squash.
Congratulations, Rachel!

Soraya Ng came in third at the Penang Junior
Close Golf Tournament, which was held at
the Penang Golf Resort. She participated
in the Under-18 category. Soraya will go on
to represent the state in the national level
competition, and we wish her all the best.
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Key Stage 3 Game Based Learning
Miss Adele Bowden

This term, the key stage 3 students have
enjoyed playing Scrabble and other
vocabulary games during their English
lessons in the library. This old time British
family favourite board game quickly became
one of their favourites, and they have
enjoyed playing together, working hard
to beat the other team! Apart from being

a fun pastime, the game has succeeded in
improving their vocabulary and spelling,
as well as helped to develop their thinking
skills and social skills.

‘Playing ‘word bomb’ was hard at first,
as making words up whilst the clock was
running was difficult. I didn’t want to lose
though, and soon got the hang of it!’

Quotes from students:
‘I love playing Scrabble in the library and
look forward to every Friday!’

‘Banana-grams is fun, but challenging.
Shouting ‘banana’ and ‘splat’ to each other
is one of the best parts!’

Year 7 Extended Project
Miss Josephine Casaccio

Recently, the youngest members of POWIIS
took part in their Year 7 Extended Project.
The theme of the project was ‘Home’, and
helped them to familiarise themselves with
POWIIS as their second home. They were
challenged to develop a treasure hunt, and
worked together to solve mental and physical
challenges based on their school subjects and
their familiarity with the POWIIS campus.
At the end, they were rewarded with some
chocolate treasure!
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Meet Our People
and organises activities for the boarders,
coordinates House time, prepares her
teaching materials, and above all, looks out
for the students’ well-being.
She believes the best part of her job is the
interaction with her students. She enjoys
sharing her life experiences with them, in
hopes that they will learn from them, and
watching them progress and change for
the better, particularly the students who
initially lacked the motivation to succeed.
Elvira also looks forward to the inter-house
competitions, and embraces POWIIS’ familylike atmosphere.

Miss Elvira Lee
Miss Elvira Lee obtained her bachelor degree
in Psychology from HELP University, and
began teaching in Taylor’s College Subang
Jaya. She spent four and a half years at the
college, moved to Penang, and has been at
POWIIS for almost three years now.

Elvira started at POWIIS as a boarding house
parent and an A-Levels Psychology teacher,
and is now the head of Psychology and Durham
housemaster, whilst still retaining her duties
as a boarding house parent. She oversees
the developments in her department, plans

In her free time, the yoga enthusiast is working
on being able to stand on her hands, and she
loves travelling. She has visited India, Bali,
Spain, and Portugal on solo trips, and loves
meeting people of different backgrounds and
immersing herself in local cultures. Penang
has become her home now, and she likes
the island’s laid-back feel and the balance of
nature and development… as well as the fact
that there is no place better to get Malaysian
food than in Penang!

Important Dates for
November & December 2017

Click here for full
school calendar

23rd to 26th November

MUN KL Conference

29th November

Year 11 Art Mock Exam

29th November

Year 10 Parents’ Reception

6th December

Artist in Residence Exhibition

7th December

Year 11 Georgetown Art Trip

8th December

Cross Country

8th December

Entrance Exam Day

10th to 14th December

Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver Practice Expedition

12th December

Year 8 Orangutan Island Science Trip

15th December

End of Term 1

