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From the Principal

Mr Simon Leese

number added unlocked the puzzle, and in a
couple of minutes it was finished. How could
I not have seen it before? I was looking too
hard. Also with Sudoku - I can never go back.
Once it becomes clear I’ve made a mistake,
that is the end of that puzzle - solving it after
consulting the solution at the back of the
book and making corrections is of no interest;
the pleasure is in the unaided meeting of the
challenge. In daily life, the problems are clear,
but the solutions not always so. In fact the
closer we get involved with the detail, the
harder it is to see the way out.

On Monday of this week I was in Bangkok for
a FOBISIA board meeting, returning to the
airport at rush hour time from the centre of
the city. Those who know that experience will
sympathise. However once at the airport, a
restful period with the Sudoku.
I had to leave one. I moved on to another, and
another, still frustrated by the one in which
I had reached a dead end - it didn’t matter
how many times I looked at it, whatever
multiple deductions I created, I just couldn’t
see a way out of it. I decided to have one last
look just before we descended into Penang.
Something jumped out of the page. The
answer was right there in front of me. One

A school is a concentrated mixture of
problems waiting to happen, because we put
together people of all shapes and sizes, with
all different outlooks, and expect them to
live happily and easily side by side. Usually
they do, but that ought to be surprising.
It means people have adapted to others,
accommodated their expectations and
respected their individuality. When tensions
arise, it is normal; how we manage that
tension depends on how far back we stand;
too close and the solution may be obscured,
while a few steps back relaxes the focus and
more might be seen - or perhaps heard.
At the FOBISIA meeting, I got into a
discussion over coffee with a colleague
who was stressing the ‘family’ atmosphere
FOBISIA tried to nurture, and from that
‘family atmosphere’ in schools. While I knew
exactly what was meant, and would hardly
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dispute its attractiveness, I questioned it not all families are ‘happy places’ and what
works well in one might not in another.
More importantly, does the ‘family model’
really work for big groups? I told her that
when I had my own boarding community of
about 50 boys, I never referred to ‘family’;
families don’t usually have 50 teenagers,
and if you expected the simple dynamics
of a typical family to scale up, you were
asking for trouble. Every minor problem if
approached with a ‘family’ perspective would
be magnified, but seen with a wider view, it
could usually safely be left to sort itself out.
I developed, with much practice, selective
myopia - choosing what I would focus on,
and concentrating on the really important
challenges.
I have also written before about Leese’s
law of Institutional Sediment - clear out
the bottom and more will sink to take its
place. We can cope with some sediment.
The natural world is based on things going
downwards. Some young people need a little
more work done on them, to restore their
potential. But that’s a physics lesson.

02

Phone Use
Simon Leese, Principal

I invite all parents to send me their
views on the student phone use in
school, and I do hope you will help us.
Please send anything you would like
us to consider to the following email
address by Friday of next week (15th
June).
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Penang Teach Meet
Mrs Elizabeth Streat

On Wednesday 23rd May, POWIIS hosted the
third Penang TeachMeet. Seventy-five teachers
from across Penang voluntarily gathered
at POWIIS for an evening of professional
development which took the form of a series
of mini presentations on a range of technologybased teaching and learning ideas. This was then
followed by a breakout session where teachers
had the opportunity to share ideas and discuss
important issues within their subject area.
Collaborating and discovering innovative ideas is

beneficial for improving teaching standards and,
ultimately, improving the learning experience
for students across the island. POWIIS is very
proud to be leading the way and we are looking
forward to hosting more collaborative events
next academic year.
“Very inspiring event! Came away with many
ideas which I’m excited to use in my classroom!”
POWIIS teacher

useofphones@powiis.edu.my
Simon Leese
Principal

A Level Art
Moderation

DO12 Lunchtime Activities
Christopher Lim – Year 12 Student

Mrs Farida Khan-Evans

The A Level Art Moderation has now
been completed here at POWIIS.
We look forward to planning our
first art exhibition to showcase our
talented students, next year. Watch
this space!

DO12, a new initiative started by our Year
12 mentors to offer lunchtime activities on
Fridays has thus far been a smashing success.
Intended to allow students to try a wide
range of extracurricular activities, we’ve had
the opportunity to present students with DO
sessions spanning games like Pictionary to
making edibles like kimchi and soda. These
activities and workshops give students further
cultural experience while promoting creativity.
With non-binding participation, DO12 activities
also encourages inter-year interaction
for the students at POWIIS, encouraging
communication and fostering a sense of
support between juniors and seniors, especially
with our year 12 mentoring team.
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POWIIS at
GURNEY

Year 10 PSHE Egg Challenge

For the first time, we mounted a
major exhibition last week in Gurney
Plaza promoting POWIIS, and the
new Primary School. The stand drew
a lot of attention, and a very large
number of expressions of interest.
Staged over a weekend, we also had
lots of visits from our own students
and their parents. The colouring
tables (intended to give very small
people something to do while parents
talked to staff) proved a highlight for
some…….. Of great interest was the
model of the new Primary School,
currently on show in the foyer at
POWIIS - do have a look when you are
next at the school.

As part of their PSHE lessons about
responsibility, the Year 10 students were
each given an egg to take care of as if it was
their baby, carrying it around at all times
and even coming up with fun activities for
their egg to participate in!

The Sylvia
Michael
Trophy
The staff of POWIIS are funding a
junior speech trophy, in the name of
their colleague Sylvia Michael. The
competition (open to individuals
in years 7,8 and 9) was launched at
assembly this week, and will take
place between now and the end of
term.

Ms Stranney

Eggcelent Results
Certificate of Completion
Yue Lynn Chan
Xin Mei Lau
Valerie Lee
Shereena Yoon
Sarah Li
Rachel Poh
Qi Le Lim
Melanie Schouten
Keh Fey Tan
Jocelyn Si
Jay Nie Wong
Jade Ryan
Guo Chyuen Lim
Edmund Tan
Carine Soon
Certificate for Egg-straordinary Cradle
Ken Lee
Certificate for Egg-semplar Egg Design
Shereena Yoon
Certificate for Egg-spressive Diary Entries
Sarah Li
Certificate for Egg-citing Photography
Lois Tolley
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London Cultural Trip 2019
Ms Prianka Sedov
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Year 9
Science Fair
Ms Prianka Sedov

Last Friday the Year 9s hosted a
science fair for the Year 7s and 8s. They
demonstrated and spoke enthusiastically
about their projects, which were judged
by Mr Leese, Miss Richardson and Mr
Key. There were volcanoes, dry ice
and electrical circuits. Winners to be
announced in assembly next week.

Year 7 Panorama Drawings
The Year 7’s worked on their Panorama
drawings of cities, in which upon completion,
they got to experience their own drawing via
the Virtual Reality box.
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U13 Boys’ Football
Mr Matthew Eccles

2018
Year 9 Battle
of the Bands
Schedule
Mr Ronald de Leon

Venue: POWIIS Auditorium
Band leader and competition songs:
First Heat: 12th June
Serena Ng - Let Her Go by Passenger
Yee Xin Cher - Feel it Still by Portugal
the Ma)
Yuheng Cheah - It’s My Life by Bon Jovi
Alyssa Lee - Diamonds by Rhianna
Second Heat: 19th June
A long season of hard work and countless
hours on the training pitch paid off last
month for the U13 Boys Football team as
they completed an amazing league and cup
double in the PSAC competitions this year.

performance. The team played some
brilliant football throughout and were
fantastic to watch. Mahdi Al-Abaichy
finished as top scorer on the day with 10
goals.

On 11th May, the boys competed in their
final league fixture of the year against Dalat
school – the winner to be crowned league
champions. POWIIS looked comfortable
throughout, playing some superb attacking
football and ran out as 3-1 winners, with
goals from Afiq Amilka Nazim, Rishon Pillai
and Dylan Yeo, to clinch the league title.

Thank you and congratulations to the team
for their efforts and success this year – it
has been a pleasure to coach you all. My
thanks also to Chester Yeo for his help and
input throughout the year and to all the
students who have played a part this year
in training and matches. Finally, thank you
to the parents for their fantastic support.

Then on 12th May, the team travelled to
Penang Sports Club for the PSAC cup – a
one day tournament played in a round
robin format. POWIIS went the whole
day, 6 games and 120 minutes of football,
without conceding a single goal whilst
scoring 23 goals themselves – a remarkable

Overall statistics for the PSAC season (league
and cup): 12 games played, 12 games won,
73 goals scored, 5 goals conceded.
Head of PE, Liam Streat: ‘We would like to
thank Mr Eccles for his relentless efforts to
train and support these young men.’

Luka Kim - Rude by Magic
Li Sen Ong - The Scientist by Coldplay
Wynn Ooi - Titanium by David Guetta
feat. Sia
Joshua Lau - Perfect by Ed Sheeran
Third Heat: 26th June
Ryan Kee - Hotel California by The
Eagles
Joshua Tan - Help Me Help You by Paul
Logan
Jennifer Ooi - The One That Got Away by
Katy Perry
Elva Tanesha Zico - Summer Paradise by
Simple Plan
Finals: 3rd July 2018

Teachers’ Tuesday Lunchtime Concert
The latest Tuesday Lunchtime Concert (TLC)
featured our very own teachers, with the
support of some Year 7’s and our student
band. The concert featured artists such as
George Michael to 90’s band Muse to Bruno
Mars.
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Junior Sports Leaders
Mr Liam Streat

Our Year 10 Junior Sports Leaders have
been working with the junior end of the
school to develop their leadership skills and
give the younger students a wide range of
activities on a Thursday afternoon and will
be doing so for the remainder of the school
year. They have been doing an outstanding
job and we look forward to watching them
develop even further.

School Library
Mrs Jane Leese

The library continues to evolve into a wellresourced and diverse area that students
enjoy visiting, either formally in lesson time
or informally. This term we were delighted
to receive a kind offer from Mr Varrichio
to purchase a substantial number of fiction
books to extend our collection. We would
like to thank him and his family for this
generous donation.
Above: Isabella Varrichio with a selection of the donated books

Important Dates for
June & July 2018

Click here for full
school calendar

15th to 16th June

Hari Raya Puasa

17th to 24th June

World Scholar’s Cup Global Round in KL

18th to 22nd June

Internal Examination Week

22nd June

Entrance Assessment Day

26th to 30th June

Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver Qualifying Expedition

1st to 12th July

Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Practice and Qualifying
Expedition

3rd July

Year 7 and 8 Parents’ Reception

5th July

Junior Speech Competition Final

13th July

End of Term

