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From the Principal

Mr Simon Leese

We hosted the team of inspectors from
COBIS before half term, and await the formal
review of their visit. The emphasis is on school
improvement, and as hoped and expected
there will be some aspects of the school
identified, to develop for the future. While any
such suggestions are unlikely to be a surprise,
they will be pursued in due course when
circumstances and resources permit.

This is the 50th edition of The Pulse, and
worthy of celebration. Every day is a
celebration of some anniversary or other
and tonight our students will be enjoying the
annual Halloween festivities. Of course the
day is not quite right; the ‘All hallows eve’ has
passed, and today is actually ‘All Souls’ day’
in the Christian calendar, when traditionally
the living pray for the dead, particularly those
‘souls’ who for whatever reason have found
themselves in purgatory. A quick Google will
find all sorts of other anniversaries today,
from the release of Michael Jackson’s Thriller,
in 1983, the founding of the US mint in 1792,
and Marie Antionette’s birthday. Doubtless in
due course the 50th edition of The Pulse will
be formally noted.

How the school is seen by potential parents
and students is important, and promotional
events, like one held recently at the Olive
Tree in Bayan Lapas, are always interesting
for a number of reasons, not least looking at
what is on offer from other exhibitors, not
only schools. One vendor was offering a full
diagnostic report, full of ‘brain wave’ graphs,
derived from a headset which analysed
concentration. This enabled parents to
understand, apparently, why their child was
not making good enough progress in their
studies. Another advertised after school
tuition with ‘certified international school
teachers’ who would help children do their
homework - because ‘working parents were
too busy’. Being unable to get a simple answer
to what ‘certification’ was being referred to,
nor whether assisted homework was of any
value at all, I left both locations confused,
and a little depressed. Is this REALLY what
education is? Do we REALLY want to raise
our small children in this way? ‘Safeguarding’
is the overall concept of protecting children
from abuse; there needs to be a great deal of
soul searching about the longer term effects
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of such approaches. There is good quality
neuroscience and there is nonsense. There is
valid educational research into constructive
learning processes, and there is transparent
exploitation of quite unnecessary parental
anxiety. Yes, it makes me cross.
Returning to the more ‘normal’ discussions
with prospective parents, I am often asked
‘What are the school’s results like?’ It is a
valid question, as long as I am also invited to
describe our students. We have the figures,
of course, and we can be very satisfied. The
best answer a school can give to the ‘results’
question is: ‘they are certainly as good as
would be achieved in any other school in
the world, by the individual students we
have, and we work very hard to make them
even better.’ This week we have heard from
Cambridge Assessment that four of our IGCSE
students have taken Top in Malaysia awards
(ie achieved the highest score registered
in subject examinations). It is sometimes
difficult, though, to properly recognise more
modest
achievements (continued on pg2)
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(From the Principal Cont.) which, for the
individuals concerned, are the result of
enormous effort and dedication. Whilst we
all value high level achievement, if A*s are are
truly a demonstration of superior ability, then
that ability should itself question whether the
sheer number of them awarded each year
truly differentiates the outstanding from the
merely capable.
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University Fayre
Ms Adele Bowden

We are building a comprehensive database of
our former students, and have good records
of those moving on in the last few years. If
you have any updated information on any of
our alumni (university progress, employment
etc and their contact details) please do share
it with us in case we do not have the latest
details alumni@powiis.edu.my).

Parents’
Receptions
Mrs Wendy Clarke

This term we will host two Parents’ Receptions.
Wednesday 7th November 16:30 – 19:00 for
Year 11
Wednesday 21st November 16:30 – 19:00 for
Year 13
Both of these evenings come at an important
time for these year groups as they make
their final preparations for their external
examinations. It will be an opportunity to
discuss what needs to be done over the next
two terms and also a chance to find out what
opportunities are available for the next stage
of the students’ education.
All appointments are made online via the
Parents’ Evening System: https://powiis.
parentseveningsystem.co.uk and are open
two weeks prior to the night. We urge all
parents who haven’t yet booked to do so
before the form closes the day before the
event.
All the dates of future Parents’ Receptions
and report publishing days can be found on
the school calendar via the POWIIS website.
https://www.powiis.edu.my/about-us/schoolcalendar/
We look forward to meeting you.

On Thursday 18th October, POWIIS held its
second University Fayre of the year. Sixth
Formers and Year 11 students were invited
to attend from 3.15pm, which they did in
their hordes! The students enjoyed the
experience: they found out answers to their
questions, explored the different course
options available and even won a prize or
two. Tien Rei Fong, Wayne Yee Lau and Shi
Min Khoo all won the top prize of the cinema
tickets by just attending the fayre.
Before the University Fayre started, the
Sixth Form students attended 5 small ‘chat

groups’ on subjects of their choice. ‘Why
Study Abroad?’ and ‘UK/USA/Australia’ were
the most popular topics attended showing
how the majority of our POWIIS students
are looking to study away from Malaysia.
The chat groups allowed the students to get
better understanding of the subjects chosen
and also to ask questions in a more personal
way. All university representatives were very
impressed by our students and remarked
how polite and mature they were. Others
commented upon how they were asking
very probing questions showing just how
proactive our students are!

Malaysian Piano Competition
Mr Victor Kam

After receiving a Gold medal at the Penang
Piano Festival on the 6th of October, Joshua
Lau (Year 10) went on to win second place
in the Age 14 and under category at the
Malaysian Piano Competition a week later.

This prestigious event took place at the
Gardens Theatre, Midvalley in Kuala Lumpur
and brought some of the top young pianists
not only from Malaysia but as far as Taiwan.
Congratulations and well done, Joshua!
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The Pearson Outstanding Learner Awards
Mrs Wendy Clarke

We are very proud to recognise the winners
from POWIIS:
Ming Min Teh Highest Mark in the
World for IGCSE Further
Pure Mathematics

The Pearson Outstanding Learner Awards
recognise top-performing qualifications
learners outside the UK. Every year, awards
ceremonies take place in countries all over the
world.
For Edexcel International IGCSE and
International A Level there are three different
awards:
Highest Mark in the World
Highest Mark in Asia
Highest Mark in Malaysia.
These awards seek to recognise learners with
the highest score in their subject across the
country, the region and the world.
This year in Malaysia 6 students won Highest
Mark in the World for IGCSE and two of those
were from POWIIS!

Iyan Joey Tan

Highest Mark in the
World for IGCSE
Mathematics

Serena Shay
Ann Lim

Highest Mark in Asia for
GCSE Business Studies
and Economics, Highest
Mark in Malaysia for
IGCSE Biology and IGCSE
Geography

For International A Levels only 16 awards were
given
Shu Fay Ung

Highest Mark in
Malaysia for IAL Further
Mathematics

On Saturday 29th September winners were
honoured at a ceremony in KL where they
received their awards from Alan Malcom
-Head of Asia Pearson and David Thomas Deputy High Commissioner Malaysia.
Ming Min Teh collected her award and Mr Tan
collected on behalf of his daughter Joey, who
is now studying in the UK.

Tuesday Lunchtime Concert
Mr Victor Kam

We were treated to a guest pianist, Mr Zhang
Chi during TLP last Tuesday after arriving
back recently from a recording session at the
Steinway and Sons headquarters in New York.
He shared with us some of the pieces that were
recorded which were mostly arrangements

of operatic arias for the piano. He ended his
recital with a creative arrangement of a local
Malay song, Getaran Jiwa.
Following the recital, selected students got
an opportunity to work with Mr Zhang Chi

in a masterclass with IGCSE music students
in attendance. Students were given tips on
how to work on their pieces which covered
the essential basics of hand techniques and
musicality.
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Boarding Vegetable Garden
Ms Khalifah Bennett

For 30 days, boarders worked to create and
operate a hydroponic vegetable garden
system. They attended training, set up the
system, and helped monitor water nutrient
levels even through spells of heavy rain.
Tuesday, they reaped the reward of their
efforts when the cooking club got to harvest
baby bok choy from the garden. It was a proud

moment for all with cooking club students
celebrating the flavour and freshness of their
homegrown ingredient.
We hope to expand the garden soon and
would love to hear your suggestions for veggie
and herb ideas. We are also excited to invite
others in the school community to join us in
our gardening efforts.

MUFA Football Tournament
Mr Matthew Eccles

On 27th and 28th October, POWIIS entered the
MUFA under 16 football tournament. A very
young team put in some good performances
across the two days against tough opposition
from academies across Malaysia and improved
with each game they played. While they were
unfortunately not able to go on and win the
competition, it was a great experience for all
involved.

Cooking
Club

Sarah Li Jia from Year 11
‘Tell me what you eat, and I will tell you
what you are’ - says the famous phrase. I
agree that it is important to eat good food
in order to be healthy and fit. That is why I
enjoy the Cooking Club. This club gives me
an excellent opportunity to learn how to
create healthy and delicious dishes. Every
time before we cook, teachers would tell
us the ingredients we can use for our
meal. We have one week to make the plan
and write the recipe in groups of three,
so everyone gets the chance to show her
or his cooking talent. We can also learn
how to work as a team by communicating
with each other and deciding on tasks. I
believe all students would benefit from
joining the cooking club and it can be
a great experience. This club trains our
creativity and operational ability and most
importantly we can fill our stomachs when
we are hungry :)
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Design and Technology
Department
Mr Samuel Hodge

POWIIS
Inter-house
Boardgames
Tournament
Ms Elvira Lee

The POWIIS first Inter-house Boardgames
Tournament was held in the sixth form
centre on Friday 19 October 2018. We
had a Scrabble, Chess and Monopoly Deal
competition.

The Design and Technology department
is going through a re-branding phase
updating displays and projects for the
benefit of POWIIS students. The new look
department will have interactive displays
and learning walls as well as projects that
are based on real world problems. The FIRST
phase of the re-brand is creating a design
culture... This is where “Design Park” was
born, the department theme is the London
Underground and will focus on our 3 key
objects EXPLORE - DESIGN - CREATE.
The department has just launched in
collaboration with the Art Department our
Student of the Month awards for KS3 and
KS4.
In recognition of his hard work, and a great
start to year 11, Ken Wei Lee has been
awarded the first Technology Student of
the Month certificate for September 2019.
Since starting the Design and Technology
IGCSE just over a year ago, Ken’s attitude
to the subject and effort in class have been
fantastic.
He is a prepared and positive student and
has a genuine excitement and passion

for the subject, which is inspiring for his
peers and teachers alike. In particular, his
enthusiasm for the practical workshop
lessons has been excellent.
To celebrate students’ achievements we
have just launched out Instagram account
so if you want to keep informed with what’s
going on, give us a follow!
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Geography Corner
Mr Nicholas Umpleby

Students at The Prince of Wales Island
International School are growing up in an
increasingly interconnected and globalised
world. Over the last 30 years the extent to
which global economies and cultures have
merged has been staggering. In today’s world
it is not just large multinational companies
making the most of global markets.
Individuals and small businesses are also
fully active in the global environment as the
internet, mobile technology, and cheaper,
faster international travel has enabled
communication and easy transport across
continents and countries.

the causes and consequence of the rapid
growth in China’s economy over the last 30
years (beautifully illustrated in comic strip
form by Maki Hiragi and Alycia Yi Wen Khor
below).

To best prepare students for success in
the international community, it is crucial
students develop their knowledge of a range
of places, environments, and geo-political
issues, operating at international, regional
and local scales. The subject of Geography
is unique in its ability to achieve this difficult
task. For example, students in Year 7 have
been busy developing local mapping skills
and investigating the positive and negative
impacts that the construction of the POWIIS
campus has had on the natural environment
of Botanica CT. Students in Year 8 have used
the case studies of Brazil and Malaysia to
research the similarities between the climate
and environments of countries in equatorial
latitudes throughout the world.
Meanwhile, students in Year 9 have
developed their knowledge of economic and
social development, through investigating

On October 31st, children of POWIIS staff
joined us for a day of trick-or-treating and
celebration. They paraded the corridors,
dressed in their best costumes, in search
of treats. Luckily for these little ones, both
staff and students happily received them
by offering warm smiles and delectable
sweets.
Following trick-or-treating, the children
made their way to the music recital
room where students performed popular
children’s songs especially for them.
In the end, the children left with huge
smiles and hefty bags of snacks. Thank
you to staff and students who helped
make this day a great success.

Above: by Alycia Yi Wen Khor Y9
Below: How employment structure changes
with development, by Maki Hiraga Y9
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Meet Our People

Above (from left): Mr Chun Howe Lee, Mr Martin Clarke

Mr Chun Howe Lee
Chun Howe has always been enthusiastic in
problem solving and figuring out how things
work since young. His interest eventually led
him to pursue a degree in engineering at the
University of Malaya. Upon graduation, he
joined POWIIS as a teacher in 2012. Currently,
he teaches A-level Mathematics and Further
Mathematics.
Apart from teaching, Chun Howe is also
an oboe player. He started learning the
instrument when he joined his high
school band and subsequently gained
more orchestral experience with the
Penang Symphony Orchestra, Malaysian
Philharmonic Youth orchestra, and Asian
Youth Orchestra. Currently, he plays with
various ensembles in the local music scene,
and has performed as substitute player with
the Malaysia Philharmonic Orchestra and
National Symphony Orchestra.
A native of Penang, Chun Howe feels

privileged to be working in his hometown.
He says the best part of the job is having
the opportunity to work in an international
organisation, whilst enjoying the comfort of
home.

Mr Martin Clarke
From an early age, Mr Clarke had a passion
for Mathematics and Computers; numbers
and logic. Having spent several years working
with various TV stations around the world,
creating bespoke IT based solutions them, he
finally followed his initial calling and became
a teacher. With a BSc. Hons in Mathematics
and Computer Science from Nottingham
Trent University, Mr Clarke decided to follow
the path of teaching secondary Mathematics.
After teaching in Nottingham, England for 5
years, he took a two year sabbatical to travel
around Asia with his wife where they both
fell in love with the lifestyle of Malaysia. They
worked at an international school in Kuala

Lumpur before finally getting the opportunity
to live and work in Penang. And it doesn’t look
like that is going to change for some time.
Mr Clarke took over from his wife as Head of
Mathematics this year. His passion is teaching
and he likes to look for a variety of new and
old styles of teaching to engage his students.
For him, every lesson presents a new
challenge whether that’s trying to get a Year
7 student to understand a new concept or
guiding a Year 12 student through the a more
complex question requiring several skills.
When he’s not in the classroom he can be
found creating new puzzles for his classes
in his own spare time. Scuba diving has long
been a passion and many a holiday has been
spent in the amazing waters around Pulau
Tioman. He and his wife spend most of their
holidays still travelling around Asia, looking
for new primates to photograph, new foods
to try and new languages to absorb.
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Important Dates for
November 2018

Click here for full
school calendar

28th October to 1st November

FOBISIA Games in Phuket Thailand

8th October to 16th November

Edexcel and CIE External Exams

2nd November

Scare to Care V “Night of Sinisters”

3rd to 4th November

ABRSM Hosting Date

5th November

U15 Girls & Boys Basketball vs Dalat

6th November

Deepavali (School Holiday)

7th November

Year 11 Parents’ Reception

8th November

U16 and U18 Netball v Uplands

10th to 12th November

Art Trip to Singapore

12th November

U15 Boys Basketball 'A' vs Tenby

13th November

Seniors Football vs Uplands

14th to 26th November

WSC Trip to Yale

15th November

PSAC U15 Basketball vs Dalat and Uplands

19th November

Seniors Football vs Uplands

19th November

U15 Girls & Boys Basketball vs Dalat

20th November

Prophet Muhammad’s Birthday (School Holiday)

21st November

Year 13 Parents’ Reception

23rd November

Entrance Exam Day

27th November

IGCSE Art Mock Exam (Year 11)

27th November

PSAC U16 Netball Tournament

28th November

Seniors Boys & Girls Basketball vs Dalat

28th November

U13 Boys & Girls Basketball vs Dalat

29th November

PSAC Badminton & Table Tennis

30th November

JSLA external Coaches PSC

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and contacts who
may wish to be included. Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my

