
The recent shooting outrage in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, has once again illustrated not 
the potential of one individual to disrupt, but 
the extraordinary resilience of bonds between 
parts of a community based on respect and 
understanding. I know Christchurch well, and 
the peaceable reaction and universal solidarity 
of the responses comes as no surprise. The 
Prime Minister is attracting attention from 
around the world, for her humility, warmth 
and quiet resolve. I predict some swift and 
effective law changes, and a clinical and low 
profile legal process. Her promise never to 
mention the gunman’s name is masterful; 
denying even cursory attention negates 

the motives of any who may be tempted to 
emulate this event, far more than dramatic 
and egotistical assertions of response and 
control. Prominent leaders round the world - 
take note. Those who think leadership is not 
about careful understanding of others - take 
note also.

At Assembly this week I talked about a 
comparison I read with global warming, and 
the apparent increase in extreme weather 
events around the world. No one event can be 
attributed directly to increasing temperature, 
since many factors are involved, but it is 
true that the overall increase in temperature 
changes atmospheric conditions in  ways which 
make such events more likely. We could say 
that the temperature of human relationships 
around the globe is rising, and with it the 
likelihood of the occasional extreme event. 
This person did not invent ethnic intolerance, 
but he willingly embraced it and exploited it. 
There was no one cause - and nothing can 
ensure it will not happen again. 

Does this mean we can do nothing? Of 
course not. In the same small ways that 
we try to engage with a reduction in 
greenhouse gases, with replanting forests, 
with conserving resources and caring for 
our ecosystems either through our own 
small actions or through political lobbying, 
so each of us can do something each day to 
lower the temperature of ethnic and religious 

division. Any comment, gesture, behaviour or 
intention that separates, can be replaced by 
one which unifies. Any opinion, attitude or 
disposition that undermines acceptance and 
understanding, can be replaced by one which 
encourages friendship, respect and peaceful 
co-existence.

Schools talk about leadership training, and 
about skills for the 21st century. We can 
certainly focus on employability, on career 
prospects and on emerging opportunities. But 
beyond understandable personal ambition, 
real leaders will be those who are determined 
for the 21st century and the 22nd to be 
founded on safety, equality and harmony. Our 
young people can be doing something; if they 
can try and stop putting plastic in the oceans, 
they should be equally determined to avoid 
any form of relationship pollution. They can 
start with someone they don’t know in their 
class. 
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On the weekend of the 8th and 9th March, 
almost 60 Year 9 students embarked on their 
Practice Adventurous Journey for the Duke 
of Edinburgh International Award. Led by Mr 
Doege, Ms Kahn-Evans and Mr Eccles, they 
hiked through Penang National Park for two 
consecutive days, camping overnight at Turtle 
Beach and testing their outdoor skills acquired 
over the course of this school year. 

This year POWIIS organised a team to take 
part in the GIS 2nd Chess Tournament in Kuala 
Lumpur with eight participants from all year 
groups. On the 3rd of March, students with 
two teachers departed to Kuala Lumpur at 
5.30am. They arriving Garden International 
School at 8.30am for the prompt start of the 
tournament. There were six rounds and the 
students were overwhelmed by the level of 
competition. They tried hard to break their 

own records.  Two of the team members were 
taking part in a chess competition for the first 
time and were very excited. The competition 
last for 8 hours on the day and ended at 4pm. 
This year, POWIIS took home two medals 
from the Under 18 category. They were De 
Juan Teh from Year 13, the 1st runner-up and 
Shuo Wang, the 7th place. It was an amazing 
experience and all are very excited looking 
forward their next Chess tournament. 

Duke of Edinburgh 
International Award Practice 
Mr Stephane Doege

GIS Chess Tournament 2019
Mr Lai Hock Lim

The junior netball team played a friendly 
against Uplands, which saw a number of 
year 7s playing for the first time. They won 
the game 24-3. 

Our U15 boys and girls football teams have 
been busy recently with fixtures against 
Dalat and Straits International schools. 

The boys have two 1-0 wins and the girls 
have also won both beating Dalat 4-3 and 
Straits 5-1. 

We go again this week away to Dalat and 
then away against Uplands next week. 
Keep up the great work guys! 

Girls U14 
Netball vs 
Uplands 
International 
School 
Ms Sarah Hardman

U15 Football 
vs Straits 
International 
School 
Mr Liam Streat
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On Saturday 16th March, our A level art 
students had the opportunity to take part 
in a glass workshop with local glass artist, 
Mr Fuan Wong. Our Artist in Residence, Ms 
Chris Bird- Jones, organised this wonderful 
event for the art department. We had 
fun working on sheet glass, learning 
about the firing process as well as how 
to cut, colour and draw with glass. It was 
a rare opportunity to work with such an 
acclaimed artist and  we are very grateful 
to Mr Wong (and Ms Bird-Jones), for 
sharing their practice and making us so 
welcome. Our students have been very 
privileged indeed! 

The U15 boys and girls basketball teams 
travelled to British International School Phuket 
to take part in the 3on3 tournament. The boys 
team did very well through the group stages to 
just qualify for the Cup. The came up against 
some strong teams and a highlight was their 
match against St Andrews Bangkok when they 
kept the score level throughout the game, 
ultimately losing by one basket at the very 
end. They finished 6th overall out of 15 teams. 

The girls entered 2 teams. The B team went 
into the plate competition after a very tough 
pool. They narrowly missed out on a place in 
the final and won the 3rd place playoff. This is 
particularly impressive as they were on U13 
team. 

The A team were undefeated in the group 
stage and went into the knockout as firm 
favourites, although their sportsmanship and 
humble attitude was evident. They continued 

this unbeaten run right up to the final where 
they came up against the host school, BISP. 
They won the final with an impressive lead 
to the delight of POWIIS’s fan base they have 
grown in Thailand! 

Alongside the main competition there was 
also a skills and shooting competition. Zining 
Low went up first in the skills to be knocked 
out by the eventual winner. In the shooting 
competition both Ziyi Low and Rustam 
Fouret qualified for the final. Ziyi pulled off 
an impressive 13/25 3 pointers to set a new 
record, winning overall. Rustam and his 
opponent drew and went into a head to head, 
in which Rustam shot 6/6 free throws to win. 

Mr Peak and Ms Hardman were so impressed 
with the way POWIIS students conducted 
themselves both on and off the court and were 
excellent representatives of the school. 

On Friday evening, 8th March, some 
of the POWIIS boarders payed a visit 
to PenangPac to watch the inspiring 
production of ‘Happy Graduation’. It was 
an excellent night and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. 

Glass 
Workshop 
Mrs Farida Khan-Evans

3on3 Basketball Tournament 
in Phuket 
Ms Sarah Hardman

Boarders 
Activity 
Mr Alan Reeves



MSSPP Aquatics State Level Event
Below is the list of achievers.

Debbie Low Yi Xuan (Under 18 girls category)
1st runner up in the 50 metres backstroke.
2nd runner up in the 100 metres backstroke.
2nd runner up in the 200 metres backstroke. 
2nd runner up in the 50 metres freestyle. 
2nd runner up in the 100 metres freestyle. 
1st runner up in the 200 metres butterfly.

Special mention:
Debbie Low Yi Xuan will be participating in the 
national level aquatics event (MSSM).

Atalanta Sherwood (Under 18 girls category)
2nd runner up in the 200 metres freestyle.

Quincylla Firdaus (Under 12 girls category)
2nd runner up in the 100 metres freestyle. 
2nd runner up in the 50 metres freestyle.

Daniel Philip Taylor (Under 15 boys category)
1st runner up in the 100 metres breaststroke. 
2nd runner up in the 200 metres breaststroke.

MSSPP Zone Level Track and Field Event
From the 11 to 15 March 2019, students from 
POWIIS participated in the MSSPP zone level 
track and field event in the city stadium. With 
the ground temperature 38 degrees Celsius, 
our students gave their best in all the events 
they compete in. Atalanta Sherwood has won 
the Sportswomen award for the Balik Pulau 
zone Year 2019, setting new records for all the 
3 events she has participated in. 

Below is the list of participants and their 
achievements.

MSSPP Squash Tournament
Rachel Poh Yee Shing came 2nd in the girls 
under 18 MSSPP squash tournament. She is 
representing the Penang state and will be 
competing in the national level (MSSM) event.

Rachel Poh (Squash)

From left: Quincylla Firdaus, Debbie Low, Atalanta Sherwood, Daniel Taylor

Atalanta Sherwood
(Sportswomen Title)

Mahdi Al-Abaichy 
(Athletics)

Quincylla Firdaus 
(Athletics)

Qiao En Kao (Golf)

Second from left: Atalanta Sherwoood

Yap Min Shuen 
(Athletics)

Jassem Al- Abaichy 
(Athletics)

Daniel Philip Taylor 
(Athletics)

MSSPP Golf Competition
Kau Qiao En came 3rd in the girls under 
12 MSSPP golf competition. She will be 
representing Penang to compete in the 
national level (MSSM) this coming April.

Under 18 achievers
Atalanta Sherwood
Champion   High jump with a new record of  
     1.34 Metres
Champion   800M with the time 2:49.2
Champion   1500M with the time 5:54.2 

Under 15 achievers
Mahdi Al-Abaichy
2nd place   1500M

Quincylla Firdaus 
2nd place   1500M

Daniel Philip Taylor
3rd place    1500M

Yap Min Shuen
Champion   Shotput
3rd place     Discus

Jassem Al-Abaichy
2nd place    800M
3rd place     400M
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MSSPP Achievements 
Mr Edwin Lim Chii Wei
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POWIIS Primary Family 
Fun Day

Last week was British Science week. At 
POWIIS the Science department and students 
took part in many exciting investigations. 
Biology offered some hands on exploration 
with mummification, taste tests and 
dissections. The Chemistry department took 
us on the wonders of simulating the aurora 
borealis, making gold and slime. The Physics 
department amazed us with music fire, lights 
and of course Mr Wick’s Rocket Balloon cars! 
The year 7s also learnt about habitats and 
biodiversity at the local attraction Entopia. 
Students and teachers were brave enough to 
put their hand in the mystery box to guess the 
animal and some students were even brave 
enough to handle a scorpion - the teachers 
were not! 

Science Week 
Ms Laura Richardson
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Firstly, many thanks for all of the emails. 
There were so many good solutions to the 
last edition’s puzzle it was very difficult to 
select students for special mention. The 
two students I would like to highlight are 
Jayden Beh in Year 8 from Cornwall and 
Kah Weai Hew in Year 9 from Somerset. 

Jayden gave a very clear explanation 
noting that the difference between the 
two perimeters was 4. He went on to use 
this value with “Trial and Improvement” 
to calculate the final answer of (B) 56. 

Kay Weai took a slightly different approach 
creating two equations involving the 
information he knew; 2a + b = 44 and a + 
2b = 40. He then went on to solve these 
simultaneously.

Congratulations to them and all of 
the other students that took part and 
submitted a correct solution.

This edition’s puzzle is again a CADET level 
question to prepare our students for the 
challenge on the 22nd of March.  Email 
your solution and reasoning to 
maths@powiis.edu.my. 

Kangaroo Maths Problems
Mr Martin Clarke

The Senior girls netball team entered the 
MSPP competition this year. In the zone stage 
held in Balik Pulau they went unbeaten in the 
group stage and won their semi final with 
ease. The final was a tougher fought game 
against a competitive opposition but POWIIS 
did well to win this, qualifying for state level 
championships to represent Balik Pulau. 

At the state championships, POWIIS had a 
tough pool, with Tenby in the same group. 
They won their first game comfortably against 
Air Itam. The second game against Tenby was 
an exciting one, with POWIIS moving into the 
lead before half time. Tenby came back in the 
second half and the game was eventually tied. 

The final game POWIIS needed to win to get 
into the finals however, some rushed decisions 
and play saw POWIIS lose the lead early in the 
game and struggled to regain points.
 
The girls learnt a lot from the experience and 
are particularly proud to have drawn against 
Tenby. 

MSSPP 
Netball
Ms Sarah Hardman

Meet Our People

Mr Nicholas Umpleby

Nick Umpleby joined POWIIS in August 
2018 after working in international schools 
in China and Tanzania. Originally from Bath 
in England, Nick has worked in education 
for 15 years, and has been fortunate to 
work in many excellent schools in exciting 
countries.

After graduating with an MSc from Oxford 

University, Nick worked for several years as 
a mountain and wildlife guide throughout 
Africa and Asia, then qualified and worked 
as a teacher in Melbourne, with his 
Australian wife.

As Head of Geography and History at 
POWIIS Nick is excited about the prospect 
of exploring the natural features of Penang 
and Malaysia and building more local 
history and geography into the curriculum 
at POWIIS.

In his spare time Nick is an enthusiastic 
trail runner and has completed several 
marathons and triathlons, and most recently 
took part in the Penang Round Island Relay. 
During the school holidays Nick can usually 
be found trekking in Europe, and has spent 
the last two summers completing the 
Portuguese Way, and the Camino Francés 
with his wife and parents. 

mailto:maths@powiis.edu.my
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Important Dates for March & 
April 2019

21st - 23rd March School Production Performances

25th March Trinity Exam Week 2

26th - 27th March IGCSE Art Exam

26th March U15 Boys and Girls Football at UPS (GCSE Filming)

27th - 28th March IGCSE Malay Speaking Exams

28th March Senior Swimming Gala

29th March Junior Swimming Gala

29th - 31st March Malaysian Debating Championships

1st - 2nd April IGCSE Malay Speaking Exams

2nd April U15 Boys and Girls Football at UPS

6th -21st April Easter Holiday

23rd April IGCSE ICT Practical Exam

25th April IGCSE French Oral Exams

25th April IGCSE ICT Practical Exam

25th April U14 Round Robin Netball at POWIIS

26th April Entrance Assessment Day

26th April Year 13 Leavers Dinner

29th April X-Country at Teluk Bahang

Click here for full 
school calendar

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and contacts who 
may wish to be included. Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my 

Watch for future Pulse editions!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=powiis.edu.my_j1u69qv92cj4denhmelmqk09kc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Asia/Kuala_Lumpur&pli=1
admissions@powiis.edu.my

