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From the Principal

Mr Simon Leese

coached the students. That year 22 passed
their Advanced Driving Test, provided by the
UK Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM)
since rebranded IAMRoadsmart. One legacy
of that experience I recall every day here in
Penang. It was the mantra ‘ the road in front
belongs to you.’ The message was whatever
happens right in front of your car you can
control - if you leave some space. ‘Tailgating’
is a recipe for disaster, though some seem to
find it exciting. So, you leave decent space in
front - and someone immediately barges into
it. So you give it away and make a new space
- there is no point getting irritated, because it
happens all the time.
This has been an unusual term, with a very
early break dictated by Chinese New Year, and
then a long second half. We have packed a lot
in, and our examination students know the
critical period is approaching. I hope they will
use the coming break well, but also take care
of themselves and get plenty of rest.
Our new Primary campus is attracting a lot of
interest, and the recent Family Fun Day hosted
by the developers BSG was a great success;
three minibuses shuttled visitors to, and
around, the campus all day, clocking up over
30 round trips filled with interested families,
and many formally recorded their interest in
joining the school. The opening in September
promises to be a significant day for primary
education in the north of the island.
The relationship between our two schools will
emerge, with two specialised and age relevant
campuses sharing a common ideology and
ethos. Whilst the original POWIIS campus was

intended eventually to have a junior section,
there is no doubt the new location is the right
one for young children. POWIIS is often seen
to be a long journey from the same area of
the island, so I thought the following might
be of interest. The school where I worked in
England before going abroad now has 18 daily
bus routes - the most distant starting point
being 52 km (30 miles) from the school! Three
of the others are over 30 km distant. Of the
longest route, its first stop near the beginning
of the journey is next to a very large and
prestigious private school - clearly location
isn’t everything!
On the subject of travelling, in the past I have
arranged and run an advanced driving course
for sixth formers. The motivation was in one
sixth form tutor group of 15 students, 12 had
had an accident before the end of term 1 in
their final year. I recruited some local police
driving instructors (who freely gave their
spare time), who both trained me, and also

It’s a metaphor worth reflecting on. Our most
capable students make excellent progress
through school by ‘leaving some space’ staying in charge of their progress by having
enough time to see problems ahead. When
others ‘get in the way’ they pull back, and by
doing so take charge again. Some students are
‘tailgaters’ - charging headlong into one likely
mishap after another! I would love to tell you
how transformational the advanced driver
training was - but in all honesty I shouldn’t.
One of the first to pass the rigorous test
demolished a bus shelter shortly afterwards,
fortunately without personal injury. You
cannot always put an old head on young
shoulders…..
The Christian festival of Easter is upon us in the northern hemisphere coinciding with
spring, and optimism for the summer ahead.
I hope all enjoy a refreshing and rejuvenating
break.
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Soap
Making
Ms Aoife Stranney

Last weekend a group of our boarding
students got to spend their Saturday
morning with Ms Stranney learning
how to make soap and lip balm. The
students had the opportunity to
make their own designer soap, adding
flowers or decorations they found on
school grounds and adding their own
scents and colouring. They also made
their own lip balm using a shea butter
base; perfect for gifts or personal use.
The morning was a great success and
much fun was had by all.
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AIMS Young Musician Award
2019
Mr Victor Kam Soo Teck

The annual AIMS Young Musician Award 2019
was held at Dalat International School on
Saturday, 30th March. The competition drew
some highly skilled musicians from different
international schools from all over Malaysia. Kai
Stewart-Ng (vocal and guitar) and Chew Yi (harp)
entered for Category A (13 years and under)
while Joshua Lau (piano) and Shereena Yoon
(vocal) participated in Category B (18 years and
under). A new Category C was contested this
year for small ensembles in which POWIIS took
the opportunity to form a unique ensemble
consisting of Joshua Lau (piano), Matthew Lee
(soprano saxophone), Shi Min Khoo (cello) and

Drew Wong (violin).

Pi Day

A really big thank you for the tremendous effort
that so many students went to in memorising the
infinite digits of Pi. Whilst the world record (31
811 digits) and the school record (Jia Xian Chu
279 digits) are safe, there were some amazing
feats of memory displayed. It’s not possible to
list all of the students but honourable mentions
go to Aston Appleby with 87 digits (Year 7
Glamorgan), Natalie Gritsch with 98 digits, (Year
8 Durham), Hong Yue Li with 76 digits (Year 9
Glamorgan) and finally this year’s overall winner
Joshua Lau with 109 digits (Year 10 Glamorgan).

Mr Martin Clarke

POWIIS did remarkably well in this competition
as Joshua took 2nd place in the solo category
performing Brahms’ Rhapsody in Eb major,
op. 119, no. 4. On top of performing in his
category, he has also composed a charming and
effective original composition (Fantasia Facile)
specially for this event that went on to secure a
convincing 2nd place in Category C.
Overall, our students performed to a very high
standard that day and did the school proud.
Very well done to all.

We also had a some fantastic Pi related pictures
sent in. The winning ideas were sent in by Zhi
Yin Lim & Hao Tzer Teh (Mr Lim’s tutor group
Cornwall) and Mr Umpleby’s (Cornwall) tutor
group photograph.
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U15 Football Squads
Mr Liam Streat

3 GAMES......3 WINS
On 20th March, both our U15 boys and
girls football squads started the season
exceptionally well having played 3 matches
and won all 3.
The results have been as follows:
Girls
V Dalat @ Home
V Straits @ Home
V Dalat - Away

4-3
5-1
2-0

Boys
V Dalat @ Home
V Straits @ Home
V Dalat - Away

1-0
1-0
3-0

Both teams playing football the right way and
and looking extremely good for the future.
Well done to everyone involved; it has been a
pleasure to watch you play as a team.

Visiting Artist Roxanne
Williams
Ms Lucy Decoursey

British artist Roxanne Williams came in on
Thursday 28th March to talk about her life
as an artist and an entrepreneur. She wore
clothes with artwork she had designed on
them, to demonstrate licensed application
of artwork within the fashion industry, and
discussed various other career directions as
well as what and who inspires her. She also
showed some of her expressive paintings
and discussed her techniques.

Roxanne is in Penang because she will be
having an exhibition in April, at Little Art
House Studios, in Hin Bus Depot. This was
a great opportunity for students to meet a
practising artist and designer, and see the
real world possibilities for artists.
This was part of the TLP program run by
Ms Woolgar. Follow Roxanne Williams on
instagram @Crazivity

Former JSLA
member
Noor van
Wetten
writes...

“Dear POWIIS students, I am Noor van
Wetten. I was a student at Prince of Wales
Island International School from 2013 until
2017. In year 9 I had to make a decision
regarding my extra-curricular activity for
the upcoming academic years. I selected
the Junior Sports Leaders Award, and I
certainly do not regret it and I am about to
explain why.
As I enjoyed this extra curricular activity
under the guidance of Mr. Streat I
decided to pursue my joy and passion for
guiding, designing sessions and assisting
young children during sports activities. I
managed to do so by applying for a job as
a camp counselor at an American Summer
camp. Being a counselor means that you
are responsible for a group of children
aged 7 to 9 at all times. The Junior Sports
Leadership Award has taught me to take
on this responsibility. This was a key
component that was much appreciated
by the camp directors. In order to take
part in this program, I had to complete an
application and participate in an interview.
Having a recognised and well-appreciated
certificate for the Junior Sports Leaders
Award program definitely made my
application stand out. My certificate was
highly appreciated by the camp directors
and one of the major reasons why they
decided to accept me. After sharing my
story with you on how a JSLA certificate
is beneficial and can help you with future
applications, I hope and definitely advise
you to take JSLA as your extra-curricular
activity.”
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Bryan Lu
Liang Qian
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At Entopia…
Ms Laura Richardson

Bryan Lu, Year 13 A Level Music student, has
gained a place to further his music study at the
prestigious Berklee College of Music. He has
been offered a 50% scholarship throughout his
undergraduate degree. Bryan has been with
us at POWIIS since Year 7 and has contributed
greatly to the POWIIS music community.

“Spoonful”
“Spoonful” our mosaic with contributions
from over 200 students and staff under
Artist in Residence Chris Bird-Jones has been
installed in the cafeteria! The main project
group pose with their spectacular creation.

A few weeks ago, the students of Year 7
spent the afternoon at Entopia, Teluk
Bahang, learning about different species,
their adaptations and habitats. Here are
what some of the students had to say
about their time at Entopia:

they don’t seem so disgusting anymore” Qing Qing P’ng
“The scorpion looked so cool on our hands,
and it did not sting us!”- Zihong Low
“The sugar glider was so adorable.” Darielle Simon

‘’The best part was watching all the
butterflies fly around in different
directions!” - Ping Er Loh
“ I loved coming in close contact with scary
insects and lizards...” - Joaquin Cervania
“I learned so many facts about insects,

One of the highlights of the afternoon
was watching some ‘lucky’ students use
their sense of touch to guess the species;
by sliding their hand into a mystery box!
Overall, a thoroughly enjoyable and
educational experience.

Kangaroo Maths Problems
Mr Martin Clarke

Three very good solutions this week,
with lots of entries that were close to
the correct solution. The last edition’s
puzzle could be solved by firstly labelling
all of the neighbouring regions and then
making two equations; a+b+c+d=4 and
a+b+c+d+e=2. Rearranging these gives

2-e=-4 and a solution of (c) 6. Well done
to Pei Hong Chew, Bernice Ooi and Kuzuki
Akiba. A special mention to all of the
students that sat their Kangaroo Maths
Challenge last month. Results are normally
issued late summer. Email your solution
and reasoning to maths@powiis.edu.my.
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House Battle of the Bands Competition
(Seniors)
Ms Jennifer Woolgar

The House Battle of the Bands Competition
(Seniors) event was held on Friday 29th
March in front of a panel of judges and an
enthusiastic audience. Well done to all of
our talented musicians who produced some
vibrant and creative performances and also
to those who worked backstage to support
their House. Congratulations go to Cornwall
who were the Overall Winners and also
recipients of the Audience Favourite Award.
Members of the Band were: Angelique
Atienza, Rei Onishi, Yue Lynn Chan, Jay
Bradshaw, Matthew Lee and Ken Lee.

Meet Our People
Ms Silvia Voung
Ms Silvia Vuong, originally from Australia,
joined POWIIS in September 2018. After
studying in Melbourne, she spent several
years living and working in the UK, using it
as a base to travel extensively throughout
Europe, Africa and the Middle East. She has
taught in various schools across Melbourne
and, in recent years, she has taught in China
and Tanzania. Here at POWIIS, she is not only
a Teacher of Science, but an enthusiastic
member of Kent House and the Cooking Club!
As someone who enjoys food, hiking and
immersing herself in new cultures, she is very
excited about being in Penang and seeing all
Malaysia has to offer.
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Important Dates for April &
May 2019

Click here for full
school calendar

6th -21st April

Easter Holiday

19th - 20th April

WSC Penang Round

23rd April

IGCSE ICT Practical Exam

25th April

IGCSE French Oral Exams

25th April

IGCSE ICT Practical Exam

25th April

U14 Round Robin Netball at POWIIS

26th April

Entrance Assessment Day

26th April

Year 13 Leavers Dinner

29th April

X-Country at Teluk Bahang

1st May

Labour Day

2nd May

Year 8 Parents’ Reception

4th May

PSAC U13 Football at PSC hosted by Mr Jack
Charles Beattie

14th May

POWIIS Touch Rugby

15th - 18th May

DofE Bronze Qualification

18th - 22nd May

Half Term Break

19th May

Wesak Day

22nd May

Nuzul Al-Quran

25th May

PSAC Staff Sports Day

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and contacts who
may wish to be included. Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my

Watch for future Pulse editions!

