
Last week saw the 75th anniversary of the 
start of the allied invasion of Europe, know as 
D-Day, a major turning point of World War II. It 
remains difficult to see such a traumatic time 
as in any way a ‘celebration’, but for many a 
very poignant and significant occasion..  

I have a few connections to the event. A 
nephew was flying a Harvard, an historic 
aircraft, in support of the DC3 Dakotas 

assembled to fly across the English Channel, 
and the many references to the Mulberry 
Harbours (temporary floating harbours 
enabling the huge numbers of men, and 
volumes of vehicles and supplies to be landed) 
reminded me of a section of one which broke 
free whilst being towed to France. It washed 
ashore near my childhood home in the south 
of England and became a landmark on the 
beach, some of which still survives today.

But my favourite story was told to me by the 
finance officer of my university college when 
I was a student. He had, many years before, 
been a young caterer in the army in the period 
leading up to D-Day. The south of England 
was full of troops and equipment secretly 
rehearsing for the invasion, with every detail 
planned and practised. On one day he was 
present when ships, and troops and air support 
were being tested in a complex scenario. He 
was involved in setting up the officers’ lunch 
in a field above the coast. He had just finished 
spreading the white table cloths, when he 
suddenly became aware of great agitation in 
the nearby officers, and also a sudden quiet as 

the air support aircraft seemed to vanish.

They soon discovered why. Unknown to 
the catering corps, the air cover was being 
coordinated, in radio silence, with large white 
signal sheets in an adjacent field. The lunch 
table was an ‘E’ shape - the signal apparently 
for ‘exit’ - on seeing which, the aircraft had 
done just that. 

Despite doubtless many such oversights and 
incompetences within the allied forces, the 
D-Day landings ultimately achieved success - 
and across the world peace would be possible 
once more. It was appropriate to recognise its 
significance. 

2018, 100 years since the end of World War 
I, and 2019 as the 75th anniversary of 1944, 
are recognised ‘Lest we forget’. Both are still 
studied in the school curriculum, the most 
important reason for which is to learn what 
lead to such terrible periods in history - and 
to be watchful for the seeds of any such 
disharmony being sown again.  
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Over the last few weeks our small group of 
Pre-Year7 students have been visiting maths 
on a weekly basis to get used to how the 
classroom works and understand some of the 
activities in preparation for next year. With 
such a small group it gave us the chance to 
introduce them to an old classic- dominoes! 

Over just a few sessions the students 
progressed from calling out loud the values 
of their dominoes to starting to strategise 
in a game where the winner is the person 
holding the least amount of dots at the end of 
a round. It teaches number recognition and 
adding up values.

In the last session we played a very old game 
of dominoes called “Fives and Threes” where 
the players score points for making multiples 
of 5 and multiples of 3 based upon the 
sum of the outer two dominoes - addition, 
multiplication, division and strategy. 

Mr Clarke will be introducing the game to the 
rest of the maths department in the next few 
weeks to see if they can take on our newest 
of students. 

For more information and other variations of 
this game visit wikihow.com/Play-Dominoes. 

Congratulations to Chew Yi from Year 7 who 
won first prize in Category B of the 4th Kedah 
State Story Telling Competition last week. The 
competition was in Mandarin and the prizes 
include a trophy and RM 500 cash. 

Story Telling 
Competition
Mr Ben Lim Teng Aik

Pre-Year7 Maths - Learning 
Through Activities
Mr Martin Clarke & Ms Josephine Casaccio

First Aid

Can you help us?

We are looking at developing a unique First 
Aid programme specifically designed for our 
needs. 

Are you a school parent who is a doctor or 
nurse?

Could you spend an hour helping us with this 
project?

We would love to hear from you!

Please contact Ms Elise Yeoh: e.yeoh@powiis.
edu.my  

mailto:e.yeoh@powiis.edu.my
mailto:e.yeoh@powiis.edu.my
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Kangaroo Maths Winners 
2019
Mr Martin Clarke

POWIIS art department enjoyed hosting an art 
taster session for year 6 students. The lesson 
focused on the elements of shape and space 
in architecture. Students created their own 
interpretation of POWIIS, using collage as 
their medium. 

Art Taster 
Session
Mrs Farida Khan-Evans

Another memorable Tuesday Lunchtime 
Performance (TLP) on the 4th June, featuring 
our own Chamber Choir, singing Rose Rose, 
Deep River and Reaching for the Stars. 
Conducted and led by Ms Woolgar, the choir 
exploited the acoustics of our foyer as a large 
audience lined two floors!

The Chamber Choir members are Yuheng 
Cheah, Amely Doege, Samantha Fong, Xin Yu 
Ho, Eunice Khoo, Luka Kim, Joshua Lau, Kai 
Xuan Lee, Matthew Lee, Prim Musikabhumma, 
Dana Ng, Bernice Ooi, Kanako Shimobuchi, 
Amen Sukkerd, Elva Tanesha Zico, Madeleine 
Tee, Isabella Varrichio, Clark Tu, Sze Hui Wan, 
Mr Ben Lim, Mr Lai Hock Lim. 

Tuesday Lunchtime Performance (TLP)
Ms Jennifer Woolgar

We’re very pleased to announce that this 
year we have 13 medal winners across 
all categories for the Kangaroo Maths 
competition. 

Medals are awarded to the top 10% of 
students in their respective category. 

In the Student category medals were 
awarded to: Ming Min Teh (Gold), Ploypen 
Pojchanakarn (Silver) and Rui Chi Oh 
(Silver). 

At Junior level our medal winners were: Jia 
Ju Yang (Gold), Yue Lynn Chan (Silver) and 
Amy Park Sein (Bronze). 

Our biggest haul of medals came in the 
lower year groups in the Cadet category 
with: Ao Tahara (Gold), Ethan Kai Ern Chan 
(Silver), Grace Yee Yuan Liew (Silver),Hong 
Yue Li (Silver), Jun Nian Cheah (Silver), 
Daniel Phillp Taylor (Bronze) and Yue Wen 
Chan (Bronze).

Congratulations to all of our medal winners 
and many thanks to all of our participants. 
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The year 10 drama students performed part 
of their practical coursework in Tuesday’s 
Lunchtime Performance in the auditorium 
to a large and appreciative audience.

The drama students were given the 
oil painting American Gothic by Grant 
Wood (1930), as a devising stimulus.  The 

students faced many challenges and ideas 
were created, crafted, developed and 
made into a tangible reality. Original work 
was made which consisted of their own 
style, characterisation, structure, integrity, 
collaboration and engagement with the 
devising stimuli.  
The Story of Sam Stone, a ten minute 
original performance focused on the good 
will of Sam Stone who secretly aided and 
assisted those in need during the American 
Great Depression.  

The Great Depression, also a ten minute 
original performance, concentrated on 
the relationships of the models for the oil 
painting along with the painter himself.   
Both groups utilised various performance 
and technical theatre techniques, such as 
shadow and backlight, physical theatre and 
utilising props and costume.  

Year 10 Drama Devising 
TLP Performance
Mrs April Boyd

American Gothic by Grant Wood (1930)

The Story of Sam Stone, featuring:  Ammar Abdel Raheem, Wynn Ooi, Atalanta Sherwood, Sam Kee and Euan Wong

The Great Depression, featuring Jaseem Al-Abaichy, Eunice Khoo, Hwa Ming Lim, Yi Xuan Lim and Salil Sompongchaiyakul

Alumna Chantelle Lim spoke to the school 
at Assembly this week. Recently graduated 
from the University of Rochester in the US 
in biomedical engineering, she is embarking 
on her PhD at Johns Hopkins researching 
MRI use in degenerative brain conditions.

She encouraged the students to take 
opportunities, no matter how small, and 
see where they lead, and to break big goals 
down into manageable targets. We wish 
her further success in her studies - and in 
qualifying for the Boston Marathon!  

POWIIS 
Alumna
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The school building at night. We look forward 
to welcoming our foundation students in 
September. 

On Tuesday 4th June, POWIIS welcomed a 
bunch of enthusiastic students for the day! 
The students were very excited about the 
new chapter of their lives in secondary school. 
They begin their learning journey at POWIIS 
in September, as the new cohort of Year 7s. 
Currently in Year 6, they travelled from all 
areas of the island to POWIIS. The day was the 
perfect opportunity to experience a snippet of 
what life would be like next year. Recognising 
some dramatic changes to the structure of their 
day, the sheer size of the building, the increase 
in the number of subjects and teachers, were 
some things that the students were able to 
experience first hand. Both teachers and the 
prefects commented on the positive energy 
brought by the students. Well done Year 6s, and 
we look forward to seeing you in September!  

POWIIS Primary Year 6 
Transition 
Day 
Ms Silvia Voung

POWIIS’s Most Avid Reader 
Ms Suzie Allen
Back in April, POWIIS celebrated World 
Book Day with the arrival of the Book Fairy 
who kindly left books all over the school for 
students and staff.  The challenge issued was 
to find and read as many of the Book Fairy’s 
books as possible.

The award for the most found and read for 
World Book Day goes to Daniel Taylor in Year 
9 who collected quite a hoard of books.  His 
prize?  More books of course! 
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Important Dates for June & July

17th - 21st June Internal Examinations Week

17th - 21st June Year 12 ‘Futures Week’

20th June Year 12 George Town Futures Trip

21st June ASK Escape Trip

21st June Year 12 Rubber Factory Trip

24th June Year 9 Habitat Penang Hill Trip

24th June Tech Dome Year 12 FM Trip

24th June Boarders’ Dinner

25th - 29th June DofE Silver Qualification

27th June Junior Netball VS Tenby at Tenby School

30th June - 10th July DofE Gold Practice and Qualification

5th July Entrance Assessment Day

5th July Speech Day

6th July Penang Piano Festival - Auditorium

7th July EuroAsia Strings Festival - Auditorium

8th July George Town World Heritage City Day Replacement 
Holiday

13th July - 2nd September Summer Holidays

Click here for full 
school calendar

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and contacts who 
may wish to be included. Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my 

Watch for future Pulse editions!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=powiis.edu.my_j1u69qv92cj4denhmelmqk09kc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Asia/Kuala_Lumpur&pli=1
admissions@powiis.edu.my

