
‘Send me a postcard, drop me a line
Stating point of view’ 

We have reached ‘64’ and the above lyric from 
the famous Beatles song leads me to matters 
of community communication. POWIIS 
was fortunate to have a group of largely 

‘foundation’ parents (mostly mothers) who 
were able to support the school in a number 
of ways as a Parent Teacher Association, but 
as their children have mostly moved on, and 
new members were not easy to recruit, the 
association has withered. Most of the original 
members lived locally to the school, and of 
course the majority of our parents live some 
distance away, making them perhaps reluctant 
to commit to meetings at POWIIS. 

The matter was raised with me in conversation 
with one mother last week, as we chatted 
about the recent fee increases and whether 
parents had a conduit for discussions and 
concerns without a PTA. But of course that 
was never the real reason for an association; it 
was not a ‘representative’ body, and certainly 
not a forum for significant matters of school 
policy and practice. So what do parents do?

In a separate conversation some time ago, it 
was suggested that parents don’t like to raise 

issues with schools (not POWIIS specifically, 
schools in general) ‘in case it makes trouble 
for their children.’ I was staggered- I had 
never heard this suggested before, and could 
hardly believe any parent would feel that way. 
Then there is always the language issue; some 
parents may lack the confidence to express 
themselves easily and freely in English. 
Sometimes parents email me, and the way 
they are expressed can seem aggressive or 
even rude, but that doesn’t matter - it is almost 
always because of language limitations, and is 
not allowed to influence the response. 

So two matters. How should parents raise 
any concerns they may have, and how do we 
revive the Parents’ Association? Concerns are 
easy - at any time, simply email the school. 
For student matters, perhaps start with the 
tutor, but of course anyone can contact me 
at any time using principal@powiis.edu.my. 
The Parents’ Association is not so easy. Firstly, 
we will pick different 
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From the Principal
Mr Simon Leese

Click here for POWIIS 
Facebook page and website

(continued on pg2)

We managed to capture a few images of the start of the DofE Silver Expedition underway this week, before contact with the outside world was 
lost! Last phone messages, table top games the only recreation, and 70 km of paddling ahead!
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https://www.facebook.com/prince.of.wales.island.international.school/
http://www.powiis.edu.my/
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As a reward for all of our students’ hard work, 
lessons in the week following the exam week 
were used for a variety of different maths 
activities. 

During the first lesson of the week students 
took part in a maths relay, answering 
questions from prior UK Maths Challenges. 
This is always an exciting and energetic 
activity in Maths week. Mentions and 
congratulations go to the first teams:
Year 7: Smart Ones - Aston Ming Appleby, 
Arthur Cheong, Stenson Khoo, Zitang Low.

Year 8: Nov fast; just furious - Jeff Chee, Xing 
Rong Goh, Ethan Chan & Bryan Lim.
Year 9: Hit the WOAH - Yusei Ishii, Nee Qing 
Lee, Zheng Hau Tan and Camm Yeap. 

At the time of writing we look forward to a 
carousel of problems put together by Mr 
Kearns. In the remaining two weeks Yr 9 and 
Yr 10 continue with their IGCSE work. Year 7 
will take part in a code breaking challenge 
and Year 8 a Rainforest Project all relating to 
maths. 

(From the Principal Cont.)

Pre7s 
Intensive 
English class

KS3 Maths Week
Mr Martin Clarke

Our Pre7s intensive English class recently 
learnt vocabulary about plants, while talking 
about how they work. Question: ‘And what 
else comes up the stem?’ Quick as a flash 
‘Nutrients!’ Now THAT’s language acquisition!! 

locations which 
are more convenient to attend. Next we will 
start by trying to find parents from each year, 
who can collect contact details from parents 
in that group and communicate with them. 
Would you be willing to do that? It will not 
be onerous - an occasional get together, and 
perhaps administering an ‘official’ Whatsapp 
group (I know there are already plenty of 
‘unofficial’ ones!) to get ideas from parents 
of how they can be involved in supporting the 
school. If you may be willing or interested, do 
use the same email address above. This will 
not be a burden; at my last school, meetings 
were at my home (a little larger than my 
current apartment...) and wine and significant 
nibbles were always involved. There are lots 
of suitable venues to choose from in Penang! 

The next Pulse will be the last for 2018/2019, 
indeed on the last day of the school year, and 
in it we will be able to review our Speech 
Day on the previous Friday, 5th July. I hope 
to see many parents there. It is also our last 
Assessment day for entry in September. If you 
know anyone who is still undecided about 
whether or not to apply, please encourage 
them to get in touch without delay for 
inclusion in that final opportunity. All will 
understand detailed planning for next year is 
almost completed, and space in some classes 
is very limited now.  

Year 7 and 8 ASK Theme Day was a great 
success, with team work tasks outside, the 
library treasure hunt and the Build Challenge 
- the students have developed the activities 

themselves through the year, to challenge 
each other! Our thanks to Ms Allen and her 
team. 

ASK Theme Day
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Year 12 Futures Week 
Mrs Adele Roberts

Year 12 Futures Week was a week of 
life skills, a week for the sixth formers 
to consider their future, and most 
importantly a week of fun! Most students 
if they were honest would have said they 
weren’t particularly looking forward to it, 
but at the end how much they enjoyed it! 

The week started off with Uni Prep where 
personal statements and uni applications 
were started. This was followed by 
leadership training, current affairs and 
child protection. The middle of the week 
was ‘health day’: a visit to the local Balik 
Pulau market where the students brought 
ingredients for cooking later that day. An 
added pressure was to buy the ‘cheapest’ 
carrot which was cleverly accomplished by 
one group who haggled and got it for free! 
Warrior Fitness also came along and gave 

students a session of self defense; during 
the session we saw the Head Boy & Girl 
impress the coaches and win the ‘fitness 
skill award’ of the week.

Concluding the week were two trips: 
George Town and Richter Rubber Factory. 
Much fun and laughter was had in George 
Town as groups used their initiative to 
complete life skills tasks within a time 
limit. Completed tasks were helped by 
dutiful grab drivers, suave E&O staff, 
knowledgable bank managers and not 
forgetting the delicious array of treats on 
offer! 
Richter Rubber Factory enabled students 
to see where studying chemistry could 
lead and how an array of products are 
made, and also the economics behind the 
factory process. 

Year 8 Drama
Mrs April Boyd
During this third term, the year 8 drama 
students have had the opportunity to explore 
Verbatim Theatre and have used newspaper 
articles, television broadcasts and secondary 
source material and evidence, to create and 
devise a short performance.  The students 
have also been learning the art of technical 
theatre, where they have been sourcing and 
editing sound effects as well as programming 
and operating the lighting board in the drama 
studio. 
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The year 7 drama students have been 
exploring environmental issues in a scripted 
version of the famous Dr. Seuss’ children’s 
book, The Lorax.  The students have had to 
work together as an ensemble of performers, 
follow direction and are working towards an 
end of year whole class performance. 

A composition by Jocelyn Lee Shi Han (Year 9) 
was chosen to be the theme song of Olympic 
Carnival Penang 2019! Olympic Carnival 
Penang 2019 is to support Japan which will be 
hosting the Olympics in 2020. This event was 
organised by the Olympic Council of Malaysia, 
co-organised with the Penang State Youth & 
Sports EXCO office, and the City Council of 
Penang Island. With the Malay lyrics, this 

composition was orchestrated by Vince de 
Leon (alumnus). She presented her original 
composition at the closing ceremony of the 
Olympic Carnival Penang 2019 last Sunday, 
the 23rd of June. She was performing to a 
huge crowd of several thousand. Her theme 
song for the event was well received by the 
Chief Minister of Penang, and the organiser 
of Olympic Carnival. 

Sadly, from time to time mistakes are made and 
the most recent Kangaroo Maths challenge 
was affected. There were a few students 
omitted from the last announcement, and 
a total remark of the student awards from 
Kangaroo Maths. Overall, our medal tally 
increased following the remark! So once again 
our congratulations go to:

Student award: Ming Min Teh (Gold) & Ploypen 
Pojchanakarn (Silver).

Junior award: Jia Ju Yang (Gold), Yue Lynn Chan 
(Gold) & Amy Park Sein (Silver).

Cadet award: Ao Tahara (Gold), Ethan Kai Ern 
Chan (Gold), Grace Yee Xuan Liew (Gold), Jun 
Nian Cheah (Silver), Dylan Shi Han Yeo (Bronze) 
& Hong Yue Li (Bronze).

Benjamin award: Aston Ming Appleby (Silver), 
Edmund Whye Kit Lee (Silver), Stenson Yi Guo 
Khoo (Bronze) & William Downing (Bronze).

Congratulations to all of our winners and 
participants. In the coming year we hope to 
take part in more competitions inside and 
outside of school. 

Year 7 In-Class Drama 
Performance
Mrs April Boyd

Jocelyn Lee Shi Han, Year 9
Mr Ben Lim Teng Aik

Kangaroo 
Maths - 
Medals and 
Awards
Mr Martin Clarke

Student 
Driven 
Pop-up 
Performance

A student driven initiative during lunch 
break on Monday. Even our music staff were 
unaware! At POWIIS, we encourage students 
to lead! 
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Important Dates for June & July

25th - 29th June DofE Silver Qualification

30th June - 10th July DofE Gold Practice and Qualification

2nd July MPO Music trip

5th July Entrance Assessment Day

5th July Speech Day

6th July Penang Piano Festival - Auditorium

7th July EuroAsia Strings Festival - Auditorium

8th July George Town World Heritage City Day Replacement 
Holiday

13th July - 2nd September Summer Holidays

Click here for full 
school calendar

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and contacts who 
may wish to be included. Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my 

Watch for future Pulse editions!

Meet Our New Housemasters
A new Housemaster line-up

In September, three new housemasters 
will be in place to introduce our revised 
tutor arrangements, and lead their houses 
onwards to even greater achievements! 
in addition to Mr Doege (Glamorgan), Mr 
Kee (Rutland) and Mr Cranwell (Kent) we 
welcome Mr Wickramasinghe who takes up 
the baton from Ms Sedov in Somerset, Mrs 
Kee who follows Ms Elvira Lee into Durham 
and Ms Woolgar into Cornwall taking over 
from Mr Streat. We thank our departing 
housemasters and wish them well for the 
future, while looking forward to plenty more 
healthy inter-house rivalry under our new 
team! 

From left: Mr Doege (Glamorgan), Mrs Kee (Durham), Mr Kee (Rutland), Ms Woolgar (Cornwall), Mr Cranwell (Kent), Mr Wickramasinghe 
(Somerset)

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=powiis.edu.my_j1u69qv92cj4denhmelmqk09kc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Asia/Kuala_Lumpur&pli=1
admissions@powiis.edu.my

