
I continue to read a very detailed account 
of the Apollo space programme, and have 
been learning about the network of tracking 
stations around the globe which enabled the 
spacecraft to navigate to the Moon and back. 
It was realised early that it was not possible 
for the craft to carry sufficient computing 
power, and responsive systems, to navigate 
themselves. So precise and complex was the 
mathematics needed to locate the spacecraft 
accurately, that the ground based system was 
needed to give constant and precise data on 
position, speed, orientation and direction. The 
details of this network are almost as mind-
boggling as the mission itself - not least the 2 
million miles of cables used in its creation.

The Apollo programme, the computers for 
which were created at MIT (where POWIIS 
currently has an alumna), gave rise to the rapid 
development of integrated circuits, replacing 

the cheap and reliable independent transistor 
technology. This extraordinary undertaking 
paved the way for the digital revolution we are 
still enjoying today.

The extraordinary achievement of the Apollo 
programme depended on live resources and 
information; the capsule modules could not 
be self supporting. They could not carry the 
weight, and were not big enough to be self 
directing. Every kg hoisted into space cost a 
small fortune in additional fuel.

Suppose the Apollo module is a family with 
a child at POWIIS. What is the corresponding 
role for the school, and indeed for other 
schools?  A good school should be able to 
provide reliable and safe monitoring of where 
the child is at any time, both academically 
and personally, and be able to ‘upload’ 
timely information for any course corrections 
needed. The other aspect of this analogy is the 
reliability of the support provided - based on 
relentless testing of the systems over many 
many scenarios. 

Of course the Apollo crew could always make 
their own decisions, but on their mission 
they had to have complete confidence in 
the guidance they were given. POWIIS is 
constantly updating its procedures and 
refining its practice from ongoing testing and 
review; we may not have 100% reliability, but 
because we expect failures, we constantly 
work to avoid them.  

The ground systems for Apollo enabled them 
to locate the craft within 3 feet, 240,000 miles 
away. The corrections to direction could be 
achieved without drama or undue stress.

Just like POWIIS. 
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Mr Simon Leese

Click here for POWIIS 
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The drama department and student 
representatives attended the annual Trinity 
Drama and Speech Awards, on Friday 22nd 
November 2019.  Our production of Wizard 
of Oz, in March 2018, gained the Exhibition 
Award at Grade 8 Distinction.  This is the 
highest category that can be awarded with 
the production ranking the highest in Malaysia 
for this category.  Student representatives, Pei 
Hong Chew (Lion) and Hannah Rose Lee (Good 
Witch) attended the ceremony to represent 
the production.

Other notable successes from 2018 
include:   Sze Tyen Wong, Exhibition Award 
in Performance Arts, Grade 6; Ying Siew Lim, 
High Scorer Award in Performance Arts, Grade 
6, Jaslyn Yi Ying Chia, Musical Theatre, Grade 
8. 

Over the last 35 years China has undergone 
a period of rapid social and economic 
transformation. Improved living standards 
and the rise of China as a global superpower 
are often attributed to the massive growth 
in manufacturing in the country since 1980. 
Many people argue that China’s industrial 
revolution, which began only 35 years ago, 
is perhaps the most significant geopolitical 
world event since the Industrial Revolution in 
Europe in the 18th Century. One needs only 
to look at the progress China has made in 
several development indicators to grasp the 
significant benefits industrialisation has had 
on The Middle Kingdom. From 1980 to 2019 
life expectancy has increased from 66 years 
to 76 years; adult literacy has risen from 
66.1% to 96.84%; and Gross National Income 
per capita (PPP) has increased from 5425 

USD in 1990 to 17,841 USD in 2018 according 
to the World Bank. However, such rapid 
economic development has taken a toll on 
the environment. Deforestation combined 
with increasing air and water pollution have 
all had adverse impacts on the incredible 
natural geography of the country. 
As part of their end of unit assessment on 
the topic of economic development, Year 
9 students engaged in a heated debate 
on whether the economic benefits of 
manufacturing outweigh the negative 
environmental impacts. The students 
were lucky to have a special guest judge, 
Mr Lim, who provided useful feedback on 
how to enhance their arguments though 
shaking their fists, hitting tables and loudly 
emphasising key words. 

POWIIS has created first CD album from the 
Music Department featuring the best and 
most notable performances of different 
styles and genres over the last academic 
year. Recordings of the pieces were done in 
the  POWIIS Auditorium and HITS Recording 
Studio.  

The Music Department wishes to thank all 
the musicians who had contributed to the 
recording project and special thanks to Guo 
Chyuen Lim from Year 12 for his contribution 
in the album design.

CDs were distributed at the POWIIS Arts 
Evening yesterday. 

Trinity 
College 
London, 
Drama 
Awards
Mr Dylan Boyd

Should We Keep Building 
Factories?
Mr Nicholas Umpleby

POWIIS First CD Album
Mr Victor Kam



The Duke of Edinburgh’s International 
Award is well under way at POWIIS. We have 
students committed to learning new skills, 
new sports, and giving up their free time at 
least once a week to help other members of 
the community, often those less fortunate 
than themselves. Well done to Samuel Kee, 
Meyyappan Narayanan, Dylan Yeo and Daniel 
Taylor for recently being awarded their 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze. A very special 
congratulations also goes to Yue Lynn Chan, 
who has recently been awarded her Silver. 

The “DofE” is the world’s leading youth 
achievement award, helping to nurture and 
promote well-rounded individuals. Each of 
these students exemplifies both the spirit of 
the Award and of POWIIS.

A very well done! 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award
Ms Holly Northwood

POWIIS music department is reaching out 
to the public for the very first time at Hin 
Bus Depot on the 1st of December 2019, 
Sunday from 2pm to 3pm. Our performers 
include Senior Band, Junior Band, and 
some individual unplugged performances 
from all year groups. It will be a very casual 
environment and also an unusual occasion 
for these young musicians. The famous 
weekly Pop-up market is also happening 
from 11am at the venue. Please come along 
and support our talented musicians!

Music 
Performance 
at Hin Bus 
Depot 
Mr Ben Lim

Last week our under 16 Girls basketball team 
had their first match Dalat, which was held at 
POWIIS. The girls were led by Zining Low and 
Ziyi Low as well as strong team defense. As a 
result of their strong team play the girls won 
the match comfortably. 

Under 16 Girls Basketball Against Dalat

Alumna Maegan Ang achieved ‘Top in 
the World for IGCSE Chinese as a Second 
Language’ in 2019 series. Congratulations to 
Maegan Ang! 

Outstanding Cambridge 
Learner Awards



SPORTS ITEMS – Week 11 

U15 Boys Basketball success! Congratulations 
to the 2 POWIIS U15 teams for their exceptional 
performance at the PSAC tournament (held 
at Dalat) – there our 2 teams eventually met 
in the semi final, with the POWIIS Green 

eventually winning through to the final – 
where they met strong favourites Tenby. In a 
tense game, POWIIS fought back from behind 
to win the final by a single basket! The POWIIS 
Black team bounced back to win the 3rd 
place play off v Dalat – again after trailing by 
7 points…

POWIIS Touch Rugby and Volleyball! It has 
been great to see new sports teams emerging 
from the CCA programme at POWIIS – with 
a Senior Touch Rugby match at Uplands and 
a Senior Volleyball match at Tenby. In both 
games, POWIIS students gained valuable 
experience in match play in these sports – as 
well as having lots of fun too! We are hoping 
there will be more games in the future…

POWIIS Netball: The U15 & U13 Teams both 
started their seasons with friendlies last 
week – the U15s at Tenby (where they won 
15-14) and the U13s at Uplands (where they 
won 17-2). Both teams are preparing hard for 
the forthcoming trip to the FOBISIA Netball 
tournament trip to Singapore in December – 
good luck girls!

POWIIS at the Balik Pulau Kampung Run! 
While most of POWIIS was still sleeping in bed, 
on the morning of Sunday 17th November, a 
group of 12 students and 6 staff were testing 
their endurance at this community event 
held near the senior school. Well done to all 
who managed to get round the 6Km course 
and special mention to the 5 POWIIS staff & 
students who came in the top 6 places in the 
race – including Mr Umpleby who came in first 
place overall in a time of 23:35!!!

SPORTS ITEMS – Week 12

U15 FOBISIA GAMES TRIP – Phuket: 9 POWIIS 
students travelled to Phuket last week to take 
part in the annual FOBISIA Games – which 
consisted of 4 sports tournaments (Basketball, 
Football, Swimming & Athletics) held over 
3 days against 7 other International schools 
from Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Nepal.

In the Basketball, despite an initial loss to 
Hanoi the boys bounced back to beat both 
Garden Bangkok & HELP Int School to reach 
the semi finals. There with legs tiring, POWIIS 
lost 36-16 to Kinabolu. In the Bronze medal 
match, once again against Hanoi, the loss of 
2 players to injury meant an uphill battle and 
despite an excellent start, POWIIS eventually 

went down 36-18 to finish 4th out of the 8 
schools present. 

The Swimming event proved to be very 
exciting – with lots of close finishes in the quest 
for medals ending in a string of 4th places by 
the closest margins. Eventually, POWIIS did 
celebrate medals won by Liam Deegan (Gold 
– 25m Back), Leo Ronot (Silver – 50m Back) & 
Bryan Chong (Gold – 50m Free; Silver – 50m 
Fly & 50m Breast) in some very tense finishes! 

The FOBISIA Athletics meet was held at the 
Thaynapura stadium and was a victim of the 
weather on 2 occasions after the initial few 
rounds of events, needing some lengthy waits 
in the stands. Again 4th place seemed to be 
a familiar finish position in some very close 
finishes on the track – with Liam Deegan 
(1500m), Brian Chong (400m) and Rajendra 
Arfanov (100m) being closest to a bronze 
medal.  When it did finally resume on the final 
morning, in the field events Jimmy Park, Leo 
Ronot & Liam Deegan 
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POWIIS Sports Round Up
Mr Matthew Deegan

(continued on pg 5)
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The year 12s are investigating polarity of 
molecules. A polar molecule will be deflected 
by a charged rod.  Students are testing 
whether their predictions are correct. 

(continuation from pg 4)

Year 12 Modelling 
Molecular Shapes 
Ms Ruth Park

achieved several 
more 4th places before Fano finally won our 
first medal with a SILVER in the Javelin.

The Football event concluded the Games on 
day 3 and saw the boys summoning up their 
last reserves of energy. Despite a convincing 
5-0 win against Garden School, POWIIS then 
lost to SRI and – both 0-1 in narrow defeats 

despite defending valiantly. Both these 2 
teams eventually went on to reach the final, 
to show just how close we were to a medal 
place yet again. In the final play-off match, a 
tired looking POWIIS trailed 0-3 at half time 
v Regents School (Bangkok), but produced an 
incredible second half comeback with goals 
from Leo Ronot, Kai Stewart Ng and a last 
minute headed equalizer from Liam Deegan to 
secure 5th place overall. 
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WSC TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 2019 
– DEBUTANT SCHOLARS SHINE AT YALE 
UNIVERSITY

It may be their first World Scholar’s Cup 
season for many, and they might be still finding 
their way in the program, but our POWIIS 
scholars rose to the occasion and excelled at 
the Regional and Global Rounds this season, 
earning an invitation to the Tournament of 
Champions at Yale University. Braving the 
unseasonably cold weather and jet lag, not to 
mention travelling independently for the first 
time, five younger scholars competed against 
nearly 1,500 finalists at one of the oldest 
universities in the United States. Besides the 
inspiring opportunity to experience visiting 

and interacting with students from an Ivy 
League University, our young scholars had a 
chance to soak up the bright lights and buzzing 
atmosphere of the Big Apple – New York City. 
On the three days following the competition, 
our scholars visited Liberty and Ellis Island, 
took in breath taking views of the Eastern 
Seaboard while learning about New York’s 
recovery from the 9/11 tragedy at One World 
Observatory, the tallest observatory deck in 
the Northern Hemisphere. They discovered 
the origins of nature for the seven continents 
at the American Museum of Natural History 
and had a first hand learning experience of 
urban renewal (which will form a component 
of next year’s theme, more on that later) 
at Hudson Yards. It was an eye-opening 

WSC Tournament at Yale University 
Mr Darren Lim

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS:  TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 2019

Gold Medals (top 5 % - out of 1500 participants)

Team Writing Grace Liew (with Ahmad Akif (KYS) and Shiwaanee 
Jagajeevan (SIS)) 

Individual Writing Grace Liew, 
Vincy Khor

Individual Debating Alicia H’ng 

Silver Medals (placed between 5th and 10th percentile – out of 1500 participants)

Team Debate Alicia H’ng, Vincy Khor, Xin Liang Goay

Team Writing Alicia H’ng, Vincy Khor, Xin Liang Goay

Team Bowl Grace Liew (with Ahmad Akif (KYS) and Shiwaanee 
Jagajeevan (SIS))

Quiz Challenge Wei Yi Yeoh

School Top Scholar

Vincy Khor

experience for most of our scholars, to whom 
this is their first visit to the East Coast of the 
US.

To our delight (and theirs as well), despite 
the huge step up in difficulty for the debates, 
quizzes and essay topics  (befitting the stature 
of the Tournament of Champions),  our young 
scholars attained 15 gold and silver medals. 
Their achievements are a just reward for 
their commitment and outstanding attitude 
throughout the year, and I would like to 
convey my sincere congratulations to them 
for doing well enough to make themselves and 
the school proud in the international student 
community. The team wishes to express its 
sincere gratitude to the school leadership 
and parents for their unwavering support and 
confidence in our World Scholar’s Cup team at 
POWIIS. 

In 2020, join us as we “live through” A World 
Renewed; a theme which will encapsulate 
our ever changing world. From urban 
rehabilitation and science of metamorphosis 
to the history of revolutions, it is a highly 
relevant and moving theme that many in 
POWIIS should explore. Sign up for the WSC 
Malaysia Regional Round in POWIIS next 
April 10-11  (Friday and Saturday) and earn 
your qualification to one of the Global Rounds 
in Muscat (June), Melbourne (August) and 
Phnom Penh (August/September). For more 
details, please contact Mr. Darren Lim. 

mailto:dljz@powiis.edu.my
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Important Dates for December 
2019 & January 2020

2nd December U15 Boys and Girls Basketball vs Dalat @ POWIIS

2nd December Art IGCSE Mock Exam

3rd December Inter House Cross Country & Fun Run

4th December Year 13 Parents’ Reception

5th - 8th December Basketball Trip to Phuket

6th December Entrance Assessment Day

14th December - 5th January Christmas Holiday

6th January Term 2 Begins

13th - 17th January Year 11 Mock Exam Week

14th January Senior Boys Basketball & U15 Boys & Girls Football 
@ UPS vs Uplands & GEMS

18th January PSAC Senior Boys & Girls (GEMS) Basketball 
Tournament

20th January Chinese New Year Celebration

24th - 27th January Half Term Break

31st January PSAC Girls Basketball @ Uplands

31st January Entrance Assessment Day

Click here for full 
school calendar

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and contacts who 
may wish to be included. Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my 

Watch for future Pulse editions!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=powiis.edu.my_j1u69qv92cj4denhmelmqk09kc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Asia/Kuala_Lumpur&pli=1
admissions@powiis.edu.my

