At a

Glance

Every
Child
Matters
Truth | Wisdom | Integrity

Foreword
The Prince of Wales Island International School (POWIIS)
opened in 2011 and has rapidly established a local,
national and international reputation as one of Malaysia’s
most significant schools. Situated in the green, safe
and tranquil environment of Balik Pulau. POWIIS
offers a broad and balanced education based on the
English National Curriculum for students aged 11-18. In
September of 2019, our brand new purpose built primary
school for children aged 3-11 opened in Tanjung Bungah,
unquestionable the outstanding primary campus in the
region. POWIIS now uniquely offers two purpose built
campuses, each offering outstanding teaching and age
appropriate facilities to ensure every child has a sure
pathway to success.

Pastoral Care
All our staff, teaching and non teaching, know
the welfare of the children in the schools is
our unifying priority. Whether class based
care (primary) or tutorial groups (secondary),
school policies demand the highest standard
of commitment to student welfare, whilst
providing a structure which encourages and
develops independence, resilience and self
reliance. Social and pastoral organisation through
membership of houses within the schools
encourage and develop co-operation, shared
ambition and healthy competitiveness through
competitions in sport and cultural activities.

Facilities
A Culture of
Excellence
Our senior students chose three words to describe their
school. Committed, Creative, Together.
The POWIIS schools strive to give all our children
knowledge, understanding and personal responsibility
so necessary in a world of rapid change and increasing
complexity. Core values of Truth Wisdom and Integrity
are promoted in a culture of care for self and each other
at all ages, where being committed and creative comes
easily in communities bound strongly together.

Our Senior campus boasts the region’s
outstanding auditorium, a venue for national
competitions and public concerts as well as our
own extensive range of productions. Specialists
subject facilities in all curriculum areas ensure
our students gain exceptional results to at the
very limit of their potential.
Our new Primary campus is a stunning example
of architectural creativity based on the most up
to date educational practices.
Very few schools are able to offer two distinct
environments, so perfectly suited to the
changing needs of their growing communities.
POWIIS is unique in the region.

Early Years |
Foundation Stage

Age Group
Structure
Nursery

3 - 4 years of age

Four guiding principles underpin the Early
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) setting:

Reception

4 - 5 years of age

1.

Every child is a unique child,
who is constantly learning
and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.

2.

The development of
positive relationships
between teachers,
children and parents
are essential.

Providing opportunities, and the
environment, for children to explore,
play, and learn at POWIIS Primary.
Our Nursery and Reception unit is a stimulating
child-centred environment where every child can
thrive. By building positive and caring relationships,
our teachers will create a warm, welcoming and
secure setting in which your children feel valued.
A strong partnership between home and school
is a priority. In the EYFS, the curriculum covers
seven areas for learning and development. These
areas are planned for on a weekly basis (although
amendments are often made daily) with planning
remaining flexible and responsive taking into
account the children’s interests.

3.

Children learn and
develop in stimulating
environments which
respond to their
individual needs.

4.

Children develop and
learn in different ways
and at different rates.

EYFS framework which focuses on
seven Areas of Learning and Development:
Prime Areas
• Communication and Language Development
• Physical Development
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Specific Areas
• Literacy Development
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

Juniors | Key Stage 1
Age Group Structure
Year 1
5 - 6 years of age
Year 2
6 - 7 years of age

Juniors |
Key Stage 2
In the final four years of primary school, the
English National Curriculum is adapted and
enhanced to ensure students are inspired,
engaged and challenged by relevant topics.
A strong framework of skills, knowledge
and understanding continues to underpin
the children’s learning experience. Themed
integrated units also feature in Key Stage 2,
however, there is an increasing specialism
in the sciences in Year 5 and Year 6.
Technology continues to be integrated
into all aspects of the curriculum. Lessons
are taught by specialist teachers in music,
art, Bahasa, Mandarin, physical education
and swimming. Class teachers ensure
philosophy and personal, social and
emotional health education are a part of
the children’s weekly programme.

The students from Year 1 onwards follow the English
National Curriculum with adapted content to ensure
learning is meaningful and relevant for our context
and our students. There is an emphasis on establishing
a strong foundation in reading and mathematics
which will enable students to access the rich and
broad curriculum on offer. Children will build their
skills and knowledge in science, geography and history
through themed integrated curriculum units e.g. The
Rainforest. Technology is woven into all aspects of the
curriculum where and when appropriate. Lessons are
taught by specialist teachers in music, art, Bahasa,
Mandarin, physical education and swimming. Class
teachers ensure philosophy and personal, social and
emotional health education are a part of the children’s
weekly programme.

Age Group Structure
Year 3

7 - 8 years of age

Year 4

8 - 9 years of age

Year 5

9 - 10 years of age

Year 6

10 - 11 years of age

Overview of specific subjects Key Stage 1
and Key Stage 2 will be focusing on:
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.

Art
Drama
English
Geography
History
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06. Information Design
and Technology
07. Modern Foreign Languages
08. Mathematics
09. Personal, Social and
Health Education
10. Science

Seniors | Key Stage 3
A structure based on a core of compulsory subjects
(including mathematics, the three sciences and
English) complemented by a wide range of other
subjects and activities. In preparation for the start of
Year 10 and their IGCSE courses, pupils are guided
to make the first of their important choices as they
reduce the number of subjects they study. By selecting
from carefully designed groups of option subjects which
meet the UK curriculum requirements, pupils can
maintain academic breadth whilst beginning to shape
the direction of their own education.
The Key Stage 3 curriculum is based mainly on the
National Curriculum for England and Wales but is
extended and adapted to suit all abilities and to fit
the local environment.

Age Group Structure
Year 7

11 - 12 years of age

Year 8

12 - 13 years of age

Year 9

13 - 14 years of age

Curriculum Subjects:
• Arts and Technology
(Art, Design Technology, Computing)
• English (Language and Literature),
English Language Support (as required)
• Humanities (History, Geography)
• Languages (Bahasa Malaysia, Mandarin, French)
• Mathematics
• Performing Arts (Music, Drama)
• Physical Education (including Sport and Dance)
• Personal, Social and Health Education
(including Moral Education, Islam and
Islamic Studies, as required)
• Science (taught separately as Physics, Chemistry,
and Biology from Year 9 onwards)

Seniors | Key Stage 4
Normally pupils take IGCSEs in the five core subjects
and choose an additional four option subjects. Some
students will also be offered Further Pure Maths and/
or English Literature. All courses follow either the
Edexcel or CIE IGCSE syllabuses.

Age Group Structure
Year 10

14 - 15 years of age

Year 11

15 - 16 years of age

Option structure (including at least one of history
or geography and one language)

We encourage pupils to progress in their own
languages and we shall support this whenever
possible.

Languages:
Bahasa Malaysia (compulsory for Malaysian
citizens), Mandarin Chinese, French

Core subjects:

Humanities:
Business Studies and Economics, Geography,
History, Global Perspectives

• Biology
• Chemistry
• English Language
(with Literature for some)

• Mathematics
• Physics

Arts and Technology:
Art, Design Technology, ICT, Computer Science,
Drama, Music, Physical Education

Sixth Form | A-Level
Sixth Form candidates have free choice to
choose three to four subjects for A Level. They are
encouraged to indicate their preferred subjects at the
time of application and are welcome to discuss their
choices with POWIIS staff. The timetable is written to
accommodate students’ individual choices. For some,
specialisation will have great appeal whilst others will
prefer to combine a mixture of types of subjects in
order to preserve breadth. We do our best to provide
each individual’s subject and combination choice.
All sixth formers also follow a general course covering
university applications, preparation for independent
living and personal, social and health education
(PSHE). In year 12 students can also commit to a
regular community service activity. The completeness
of a POWIIS sixth form education will come from
continued participation in the range of sporting,
cultural, social and intellectual activities on offer.

Age Group Structure
Year 12
16 - 17 years of age
Year 13
17 - 18 years of age

The subjects offered at A level include:
• Art

• English Literature

• Biology

• French

• Business Studies

• Geography

• Chemistry

• History

• Computer Science

• Mandarin

• Design Technology

• Mathematics

• Drama

• Further Mathematics

• Economics

• Music
• Physics
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