
It’s all about risk.

As the Covid-19 story continues, we can see how 
a slight relaxation of the MCO requirements 
immediately changes the way the majority 
of people behave; the worst is over, or so it 
seems, and the rapid return to normality seems 
possible. Certainly the measures put in place 
seem to have contained the situation, and 
Penang has not had a recorded case for over 

four weeks. As the intensity of the fear created 
by the pandemic subsides, individuals start to 
ask what the real risk now is.

In a slightly easier atmosphere, people now start 
of quote more optimistic data. The chances of 
contracting, and dying from, Covid -19 are now 
quoted as comparable with the chances of 
dying in the same period from any number of 
other causes. It is no longer the biggest threat 
to our well-being - statistically. An individual 
can greatly increase his or her chance of a fatal 
road accident by driving recklessly. A person 
can significantly increase the chances of life 
shortening ill health by smoking. A person can 
greatly increase their chances of dying whilst 
parachuting by, self evidently - parachuting.

How can we, even now, greatly increase our 
chances of contracting Covid -19? Firstly, make 
sure to be near someone else who is infected, 
or share their infected living space. You can 
greatly increase your chances by being with 
lots of people who have been in close contact 
with someone with the infection, because their 
chances are also much higher too.

But now it seems the chances of meeting an 
infected person are low. So we can relax. The 
risk is now much lower. Driving recklessly is 
still dangerous. Parachuting is still (in actuarial 
terms) one of the most dangerous pursuits, and 

increasing the use of tobacco is never a good 
idea. And so we must adjust our thinking about 
the pandemic. The risk will always be there, 
and we have to manage it.

We have learned we need to think about how 
we make social contacts. We need to continue 
to wash our hands carefully, and to keep public 
areas which may or may not carry infection, 
scrupulously clean. Not just while we are 
anxious and afraid, but always.

But the risks eventually have to be balanced 
against reality. When the school reopens, we 
will follow as closely as we can any requirements 
and procedures imposed or recommended. But 
no one can promise a risk free environment. No 
one can promise absolute safety from infection 
in the same way we can not eliminate risk from 
travelling on a bus, or playing basketball.

When the school reopens, we will not be able 
to supervise every child every minute of the 
day - as we can’t normally. It will come down 
to the one thing we have all learnt in the last 
few weeks - each person must observe the 
precautions taken on their behalf diligently and 
responsibly, and then look after themselves. 
We can choose to go parachuting, but in a 
pandemic our risks are everyone’s risks. We all 
have a duty to each other.
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DT International Design Competitions
Mr Samuel Hodge

Dylan Yeo

Jian Bin Goh

Dylan Shi An Yeo - Initial concept designs 
inspired by design movements and strategies, 
refined design, Final Isometric sketch

Karthik MeyyappanPrimus Tan

Karthik Meyyappan - iGCSE Design Ideas, 
Fusion 360 and 2pt perspective sketches

Primus Yi Hern Tan - iGCSE Design Ideas, Fusion 
360 and 2pt perspective sketches
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Showcase Your Speaking And Thinking 
Skills To The World From Your Home!
Mr Darren Lim

1. Asia Schools Debate Open 
- organised by Malaysian Institute of 
Debating and Public Speaking
Date: 4 - 5 July 2020 
(Saturday and Sunday)
Format: British Parliamentary
Registration Fee: RM 100 
Level of Competition: Asia-wide

For students who are looking for opportunities to develop their ability and confidence to speak, or are just keen to challenge themselves and 
master something new, there will be a series of debating and story telling competitions as well as a World Scholars’ Cup training camp and 
simulation tournament online. 

If you are interested in enrolling your child in any of these exciting competitions, please contact Mr. Darren Lim at dljz@powiis.edu.my. Don’t miss 
these opportunities for your children to develop their confidence, eloquence and intellect.

Here are details of some of the upcoming events:

2. Battle of Storytellers Malaysia 
Date: 27 - 28 June 2020 
(Saturday and Sunday)
Theme: INVASION!
Registration Link: 
http://www.tinyurl.com/BOSM2020
Registration Fee : RM 80 
Level of Competition: National

3.  OnePwaa World Scholars’ Cup Online Camp
Date: 19 - 21 June 2020 
(Friday - Sunday)
Registration Link: 
https://tinyurl.com/y8ehuenm
Free of Charge
Level of Competition: Global

Asia Schools Debate Open Malaysian Storytellers Competition 2020 OnePwaa Online Camp

Over the last 2 weeks POWIIS students have 
been busy working on a variety of physical 
challenges to keep them busy and active 
during the lockdown period - these ranged 
from cooking/healthy diet challenges to 
the Alphabet, Flexibility and Vertical Jump 
workouts. 

This week all classes have joined the live “Sally 
Up Sally Down” challenges which were joined 
“live” on camera by guest teachers as well as 
PE staff. See here if you would like to try it 
yourself at home?
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=bql6sIU2A7k  

POWIIS 
PE & Sport 
Update
Mr Matthew Deegan

The POWIIS students also researched and 
produced their own home workouts and 
sent them in for their classmates to have a go 
themselves. 

GCSE and AS level classes have studied and 
carried out home fitness testing - including the 
Harvard Step Test - to learn more about exercise 
physiology.

All POWIIS students also had the chance to 
contribute to a whole school PE & Sport survey 
aimed to summarise exercise and activity levels 
during the term at home so far- with some 
interesting results:
50% of students exercised on 3-4 days per week... 
33% managed to exercise on 5-7 days per week.

80% of students were active outside of their 
timetabled PE lesson time...

The top 3 activities undertaken by students 
were: Tabata/Circuits/HITT; Indoor Gym 
equipment (walking/jogging/cycling); Table 
Tennis/Badminton

Other activities used to keep fit were: stair 
climbing; boxercise; dance; juggling; skipping; 
hula hoop; walking courses around the house...

http://www.tinyurl.com/BOSM2020
https://tinyurl.com/y8ehuenm
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=bql6sIU2A7k
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Peh Qian Tan Year 9 Art
Mrs Farida Khan-Evans

Year 9 artists are developing their research skills whilst working on the theme of Fragments. Peh 
Qian Tan’s interest in architecture by Antoni Gaudi, has proven to be a wonderful challenge for her 
observational drawing skills.

When School 
Starts At 1 am
Mr Simon Leese
Aston Ming Appleby, a Year 8 boarder at 
POWIIS, managed to get a flight home to 
the UK just before the MCO. When our 
online classes began, he found our school 
day started at 1.00 am.

His first message was a concern about his PE 
exercises waking others in his house. From then 
on, Aston has been at school EVERY DAY. He gets 
up at that dreadful time  and attends his classes 
until 8.00am. He has become something of a 
lockdown icon, noted by peers and teachers 
alike - a fantastic example to others!

Perspective Drawings
Ms Anna Glossop

Year 7 have been producing some excellent 
perspective drawings for Design and Technology 
during the lockdown. They have worked in one 
and two point perspective and have completed 
drawings of imaginary cities, bedroom.

Virtual 
Tuesday 
Lunchtime 
Performance
Mr Simon Leese

Tuesday lunchtimes would not be the 
same at POWIIS without our TLP (Tuesday 
Lunchtime Performance), a free attendance 
concert  always to a packed audience.

Our second VTLP (the virtual version) 
featured Year 13 student Vishal Chopra 
whose music was enjoyed by students and 
staff - all over the world!

Aston - at home in the UK!

Niju Mohanraj

Rujirathumdumrong Naratchatorn

Caleb LokeRuhi Upparige Ravi

Shelly Zhou
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Calligrams
Mrs Lusy Koror

Year 7 have been designing calligrams... these 
are pictures made up from words and appear in 
many cultures across the globe using different 
words and alphabets. This was a mini-project 

Agastya
Meyyammai

Niju

Sena Sumayyah Eunice

as part of a larger project about typography 
and the importance of using certain fonts to 
achieve certain effects. These images remind 
us that all visual art is just an illusion, and 
knowing that gives us more power over the 
tools we use to make it. Can you see the cat? 
or the hummingbird? They are just illusions. 
All visual art is just an illusion.

Artwork included by Agastya Mehra, Eunice Loh, 
Niju Mohanraj, Meyyammai Meyyappan, Afiqah 
Sumayyah Amilka Nazim, and Sena Sakai.

Coal, Oil 
and Gas 
Formation
Maho Shimabayashi 

Maho Shimabayashi’s storyboards for the 
formation of Fossil Fuels.
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Year 9 
Globalisation
Mr Nicholas Umpleby

In a previous issue of the PULSE Mr Lim 
introduced the current Year 9 unit of work on 
globalisation and development by showcasing 
some excellent work on the global supply 
chain of a single t-shirt. 

Over the last few weeks the students in 
Year 9 have continued to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the causes 

and consequence of our increased global 
interconnections through analysing political 
cartoons and posters. The students were then 
asked to create their own cartoon or artwork, 
which presented a view on globalisation and 
the impact it has had on culture, economies 
and/or the environment. The choice of 
imagery and artistic quality of the work 
produced was outstanding.

However, it may decrease economically. Plunge the world economy into a
vicious cycle of declining income and employment. And the sense of well-

being succeeds with pessimism and the burst of the asset bubble,
enduring the down spiral of the world economy. With the strong

resistance to globalization, the risk of a sudden and temporary slowdown
in global economic integration cannot be ruled out. Policy-makers and

companies need to stick to internationalisation strategies, but they also
need to take steps to mitigate the risks of protectionism.

Globalisation

- Government to promote the
development of emerging and poor
countries and improve their living

standards

- Globalisation allows many goods to be
more affordable and available to more

parts of the world.

- Different cultures and beliefs
can cause harm in other

countries.
- Communication with various

countries will increase and open
to the public, but some minority

languages   may disappear.

Maho Shimabayshi

Advantages

Disadvantages

 Resources from different
nations can be pooled

together for global causes.
The various economies of

countries would rise as one,
as free trade increases and

currency manipulation
stops.

People are exposed to
better, and almost equal

opportunities -
predominantly employment  
opportunities - as borders

start to fade. Labor
exploitation issues will

reduce.

Communication
access has

increased by
multi-folds.

The gap between the rich
and poor widens, as people

who have the power to
dictate tax policies reap the

benefits. So the rich stay rich
while the middle-class

become poor, and the poor
end up in poverty.

Though globalisation
aimed to equalise the use

of resources among
nations, rich countries tend

to have a higher
consumption. This,

eventually, will hurt the
environment badly.

Increases the risk of
transferring diseases.

Contagious diseases, like
certain kinds of influenza,

could even cause
outbreaks at an epidemic
level, which in turn would

hurt the economy.

People start to disregard
heritage and culture, and

change the way they
identify themselves,
thanks to the fading
cultural borders and
merging nations. 

Advantages Disadvantages

Globalisation Globalisation
 

Concluding Paragraph
I think globalisation carries
more disadvantages than it
does benefits. Cutting down
borders has helped countries
connect with each other.
However, not all countries reap
the rewards of globalisation.
Some countries that are less
developed would actually suffer
from globalisation.
Globalisation does speed up
development, just not equal
development for every nation.
For these less developed
countries, globalisation means
disease, higher taxes and less
resources. Until the
development of each country
reaches the same level,
globalisation will be more
disadvantageous that it is
advantageous. It is tearing
down borders, but insinuating
new ones.
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Concluding Paragraph
I think globalisation carries
more disadvantages than it
does benefits. Cutting down
borders has helped countries
connect with each other.
However, not all countries reap
the rewards of globalisation.
Some countries that are less
developed would actually suffer
from globalisation.
Globalisation does speed up
development, just not equal
development for every nation.
For these less developed
countries, globalisation means
disease, higher taxes and less
resources. Until the
development of each country
reaches the same level,
globalisation will be more
disadvantageous that it is
advantageous. It is tearing
down borders, but insinuating
new ones.

Maho Shimabayashi

Sivagami Somaskandar - 1

Sam Oh

Sivagami Somaskandar - 2

Karen Nakamura

Jiho Jang 

Tahlia Sherwood
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Aishani Suman 

Yee Qi Lim

Jia Yee NgYiting Kang (Emily)Wan Lin Lai

Vincy Khor

Monday House Time - Inter 
House Competition
Mrs Meillia Kee

Monday house time, three houses decided 
to have a bit of friendly competition.   Pitting 
our wits against each other with our general 
knowledge while making a positive difference 
in the world as we play. 

Using the FreeRice website, students 
answered multichoice questions.  Each correct 
answer releases 10 grains of rice for the UN 
World Food Programme.  You can read more 
about it here.

Well done to Rutland - rice champions!  Not 
only did they have the student with the 
highest number of grains earnt but also had 

the highest number of participants.  
 
I thought FreeRice would be a good game to 
introduce to the students as it is a positive 
way to distract ourselves from Covid 19.  We 
can set small goals and get that happy feeling 
when we reach say, 500 grains.  We can get 
that good feeling from knowing, even in 
some small way, we have helped others.  Not 
to mention the feeling of accomplishment 
each time you get a correct answer!  But be 
warned, once you start, FreeRice can be hard 
to stop…..  

https://freerice.com
https://freerice.com/about
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Top three students from each house

Dttttt = Daniel Taylor

Entrance assessments are still possible by special arrangement and subject to available spaces. Please mention to friends and 
contacts who may wish to be included. 
Contact Michelle Goh at admissions@powiis.edu.my 


