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Welcome to POWIIS Primary School. 

Schools are social organisms and as such flourish when 
connections between students, teachers and parents 
are strong. This is the priority of POWIIS Primary where 
positive relationships are fostered and developed 
across the community. Our students are at the heart 
of all we do and our excellent teaching staff will 
ensure that every child is safe, nurtured, known and 
understood.

Our rich, broad curriculum, with its commitment to 
Mandarin, sport, technology and the performing and 
creative arts will help develop articulate, confident, 
well-rounded children prepared for the ever-changing 
world they live in. We want our students to experience 
the excitement of discovering that they are capable 
of achieving more than they thought possible; we will 
encourage them to embrace new opportunities and 
help them to develop resilience and perseverance 
along the way. Our extra-curricular programme 
features a range of academic and sporting opportunities 
as well as a flourishing programme of creative and 
expressive arts, including drama, orchestra and choir.

While purpose-built facilities and an exciting, relevant 
curriculum are important, the single most influential 
aspect of your child’s educational experience will be 
their teacher. I trust through the care, encouragement 
and support our teachers give your child, and the 
enjoyment they are having, I will see them running into 
school with a smile on their face every day. 

We look forward to meeting you!

Marcus Sherwood
Founding Principal
POWIIS Primary

Principal’s Welcome
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POWIIS Primary opened its doors in September 2019 for children 
aged 3 to 11. It is a co-educational, international primary school 
offering the English National Curriculum. The innovative school 
design is purpose-built to suit the priorities of the different year 
groups, and classrooms are well equipped with designated play areas 
and specialist areas in Science, Music, the Art and Sport. The warm, 
nurturing atmosphere will ensure that every student is safe and 
happy and that they will be supported as they learn and develop.

Introduction to 
POWIIS Primary2

2PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | Introduction to POWIIS Primary

Our rich, broad 
curriculum, with 
it’s commitment to 
Mandarin, sport, 
technology and the 
performing and 
creative arts will help 
develop articulate, 
confident, well-rounded 
children prepared 
for the ever-changing 
world they live in. Our 

Ethos 
& 

Vision
Good teamwork and positive 
partnerships with individual 
children, the whole class, 
our colleagues, parents and 
the wider community will 
lead to effective teaching, 
high standards and 
successful learning. 

Through positive attitudes and 
partnerships, we endeavour 
to develop the whole child, 
meeting individual needs in 
a safe environment where 
differences are celebrated. 

Learning should be fun, 
purposeful and challenging. 
Through our effective 
curriculum, we aim to equip 
each child with the skills they 
need for all future learning. 

Truth | Wisdom | Integrity
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3 Curriculum

English National Curriculum
The English National Curriculum has the potential to challenge and 
excite all students, whatever their interests or abilities, and provides 
a solid framework from which to expand the skills, knowledge and 
understanding of all children.

The curriculum for primary school children is broken down into 
three distinct phases called Key Stages. These are:
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Pastoral Care
Our aim at POWIIS Primary is to provide 
effective and sensitive pastoral care. We want 
our students to feel safe, happy, confident 
and resilient.

We treat all our students as individuals and 
strive to meet their needs accordingly. 
The student’s class teacher, supported by the 
Head of Year, is central to this care and they 
coordinate with the school nurse and senior 
management where appropriate.

We have an open culture where students 
are encouraged to share their concerns 
through their PSHE (Personal. Social and 
Health Education) lessons which can be in 
the form of discussions, circle time, drama 
or assemblies. Challenging topics like 

bullying and social media are regularly and 
openly discussed in order to help students 
become aware of themselves and others 
through developing the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that they will need through 
life. Pupil voice is an important aspect at the 
school and we have an active School Council 
where students learn to discuss issues and 
talk about ways to improve the school.

We operate a House system, which allows 
each student to develop a sense of belonging 
and loyalty to their House. The House 
leaders coordinate events and encourage 
enthusiasm, with all students participating 
by acquiring House points in order to win the 
House trophy.

Truth | Wisdom | Integrity
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When children join our school in the 
Nursery or Reception class, they will 
follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Programme from the English National 
Curriculum. Learning will be practical and 
tailored to, and guided by, each child’s 
choices and interests. 

Students from Year 1 onwards will follow 
the English National Curriculum with some 
content adapted to reflect our specific 
context. In addition to the core subjects of 
English and mathematics, the curriculum 
includes science, geography and history, 
music, art and design, Mandarin, Bahasa, 
technology (ICT) and personal, social, health 
and citizenship education (PSHE). 

In Year 1 and Year 2, children will follow 
a creative curriculum with half-termly 
topics on which they base their learning. 

English and mathematics are interwoven with 
the theme, as is learning in many of the 
traditional subjects; however, where it is not 
possible to make meaningful links, subjects 
will be taught independently. Throughout 
this phase, children will be encouraged to 
listen attentively and respect the opinions of 
other children and develop their appetite for 
learning, in readiness for their move into Year 3. 

In Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6), the curriculum 
continues to be tailored to the needs of the 
students. The English National Curriculum is 
adapted and enhanced to ensure that every 
child is motivated, inspired and challenged. 
We aim to offer children a safe and 
supportive learning environment in which 
they can acquire the skills, knowledge and 
understanding they will need to meet future 
challenges.

Providing opportunities, and the environment, 
for children to explore, play, and learn at 
POWIIS Primary.

Our Nursery and Reception unit is a stimulating, 
child-centred environment where every child 
can thrive. By building positive and caring 
relationships, our teachers will create a warm, 
welcoming and secure setting in which your child 
feels valued. A strong partnership between home 
and school is a priority. In the EYFS, the curriculum 
covers seven areas of learning and development. 
These areas are planned for on a weekly basis but 
planning remains flexible and responsive, to take 
into account the children’s interests.

Early Years | Foundation Stage

Nursery

Ages 3 - 4

Reception

Ages 4 - 5

Four guiding principles underpin the 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) setting:

Every child is a unique child, 
who is constantly learning 
and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured.

Children learn and develop 
in stimulating environments 
which respond to their 
individual needs.

The development of positive 
relationships between teachers, 
children and parents is essential.

Children develop and learn 
in different ways and at 
different rates.

5 6PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  |PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | CurriculumCurriculum
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The Seven Areas 
of Learning and Development

Communication 
and Language 
Development: 

Speaking, listening, 
expressing oneself 
in a rich language 
environment.

Specific Areas

Literacy 
Development:

Linking sounds to letters 
for early reading and 
writing, a wide range of 
reading materials in the 
environment.

Understanding 
the World: 

Making sense of 
the physical world, 
learning about the 
community, people 
and the environment.

Mathematics:

Developing skills 
in counting, using 
numbers, noticing 
patterns, describing 
shapes and 
measurements.

Expressive Arts 
and Design:

Using and exploring 
a wide range of 
media, expression 
through art, music, 
movement, role-play 
and design.

Physical 
Development: 

Active and interactive 
activities developing 
coordination, control 
and movement. Also 
the importance of a 
healthy diet.

Prime Areas

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development: 

Developing a positive 
sense of self, forming 
positive relationships, 
developing respect, 
managing feelings and 
appropriate behaviours 
in groups.

Students from Year 1 onwards will follow the English 
National Curriculum with adapted content to ensure 
learning is meaningful and relevant for our context and 
our students. There is an emphasis on establishing a 
strong foundation in reading and mathematics which 
will enable students to access the rich and broad 
curriculum on offer. Children will build their skills and 
knowledge in science, geography and history through 
themed integrated curriculum units, e.g. Dinosaurs. 
Technology is woven into aspects of the curriculum 
where and when appropriate. Lessons are taught by 
specialist teachers in music, art, Bahasa, Mandarin, 
physical education and swimming. Class teachers ensure 
philosophy and personal, social and emotional health 
education are a part of the children’s weekly programme.

In the final four years of primary school, the English 
National Curriculum is adapted and enhanced to 
ensure students are inspired, engaged and challenged 
by relevant topics. A strong framework of skills, 
knowledge and understanding continues to underpin 
the children’s learning experience. Themed integrated 
units also feature in Key Stage 2; however, there is an 
increasing specialism in the sciences in Year 5 and Year 
6. Technology is woven into aspects of the curriculum 
where and when appropriate. Lessons are taught by 
specialist teachers in music, art, Bahasa, Mandarin, 
physical education and swimming. Class teachers ensure 
philosophy and personal, social and emotional health 
education are a part of the children’s weekly programme. 

Juniors | Key Stage 1 

Juniors | Key Stage 2 

Year 1 

Year 3

Ages 5 - 6 

Ages 7 - 8

Year 2 

Ages 6 - 7 

Year 4 

Ages 8 - 9 

Year 5

Ages 9 - 10 

Year 6 

Ages 10 - 11 

7 8PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  |PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | CurriculumCurriculum

Truth | Wisdom | Integrity



Truth | Wisdom | Integrity

9 10PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  |PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | Overview of SubjectsOverview of Subjects

4

Science
Science teaching aims to stimulate and 
excite students’ curiosity about phenomena 
and events in the world around them. 
If science is dictated as ‘facts to learn’ 
and not presented as current theories to 
question and use in deeper exploration, 
its relevance in today’s world will not 
be recognised by children. Every day, 
the POWIIS Primary team aim to make 
lessons fun and stimulating, to ensure 
there is understanding as opposed to just 

a memorisation of facts, and to enable 
students to leave the school with confidence 
in science, an enthusiasm for learning and 
lots of questions to ask. The curriculum is 
taught throughout the school with concepts 
introduced and revisited as students 
develop, adding greater layers of conceptual 
understanding and factual knowledge. 
A practical approach is taken to all learning 
with experimental work being at the heart 
of this gathering process.

At POWIIS Primary we see the study of 
history as a means of understanding the 
world in which we live by learning about 
how and why it has come about. History 
is, above all, the study of human behaviour 
and children learn about themselves and 
their society in a uniquely meaningful way. 
We aim to make past events relevant and 

interesting to our students. We are fortunate 
to have technological resources which help 
to bring history alive. Students are no longer 
reliant on only textbooks; with the huge 
selection of material available online there is 
a wealth of information available to support 
their learning.

History

Mathematics
At POWIIS Primary, we believe mathematics 
is more than just a subject – it is a way of 
thinking. 

Our students will gain understanding and 
enjoyment from mathematics lessons and 
be challenged at levels appropriate to their 
age. If a child understands why a technique 
works they have a much better chance 
of being able to apply that method in a 
different context. Students are introduced to 
mathematics through practical, mental and
written activities differentiated according 
to their age and level of understanding. 
We recognise that it is essential that children 

make sense of what they are taught in order
to develop a sound understanding of 
mathematical concepts. The aim is that 
mathematics intrigues, inspires and explains.

Children delight in using mathematics 
to solve a problem, especially when it leads 
them to an unexpected discovery or new 
connection. Mathematics offers children
a powerful way of communicating. 
They learn to explore and explain their 
ideas using symbols, diagrams and spoken 
and written language. Across the curriculum, 
it reinforces many of the concepts, skills and 
thinking essential in everyday life. 

Truth | Wisdom | Integrity

English unites the important skills of 
reading, writing, speaking and listening as 
well as opening the door to the world of the 
written word. The ability to question and 
communicate is key to both learning and 
life in general and is encouraged from the 
first day at POWIIS Primary. Children learn 
to read through phonics using the English 
alphabetic code; they will learn to identify 
and decode phonemes (units of sound) 
and graphemes (the corresponding units of 
letters), and then blend these into words. 
As children re-read stories, their fluency 
increases and they begin to read with a 
storyteller’s voice. Parents are encouraged to 
help with their child’s reading progress by 
sharing a book at home on a regular basis 
or listening to stories read aloud. As reading 
skills progress, guided reading sessions help 
children to develop more sophisticated 
skills such as inference and prediction. In 
the final two years, an emphasis is placed on 
discussion and the formation of individual 
opinions.
 
Writing begins in the Early Years with 
the emphasis on correct letter formation. 
Formal handwriting lessons and cursive 
script are introduced once a child is forming 
letters correctly. Presenting work in a neat 
handwriting style is encouraged throughout 
the school. Students are encouraged to use 
their knowledge of phonetic spellings in the 
early stages of writing so that what they can 
record is not limited to what they can spell. 
This process is refined as they learn ‘tricky 
words’ which do not follow phonic rules. 

In Years 3 and 4, time is spent consolidating 
skills in the basics of spelling and grammar 
while working on tasks linked to the creative 
curriculum themes, making learning 
experiences richer and more varied. In Years 
5 and 6, English is taught as far as possible 
through literature, enabling students to have 
the opportunity to study a variety of novels, 
poetry and plays. Children’s composition 
(ideas, vocabulary and grammar) is developed 
by drawing on their own experiences and 
talking about the stories they read. We 
encourage our students to become creative 
and imaginative writers in a variety of genres 
and this is an area that is regularly assessed.
 
English at POWIIS Primary is at the heart 
of the curriculum. Whilst building essential 
literacy knowledge and skills, we also 
encourage and foster a genuine passion for 
the spoken and written word. In support 
of the rich and varied curriculum, there are 
regular sessions with visiting authors, writing 
workshops, opportunities to be involved in 
public speaking assemblies, poetry recitals, 
book clubs and debating groups all aimed 
at inspiring a love of language. The ability 
to communicate effectively, infer accurately 
and respond with sensitivity is vital to 
a child’s development and subsequent 
contribution to society.

English
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5 Modern Foreign
Languages
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Drama
The opportunity to express ourselves, to act, 
to take on the challenge of someone else’s 
character, to move others and to work with 
others as part of a team are all important 
aspects of the dramatic experience. We will 
provide the children with the opportunity to 
perform, to dance, to debate and to recite in 

various forms throughout the primary years. 
From role play and Early Years performances 
to our Primary Productions, the children will 
be encouraged to find their public voice, to 
collaborate and to develop confidence in 
their abilities.

Our programme, which runs across in 
all year groups, aims to help students 
become aware of themselves and of 
others through developing the knowledge, 
skills and understanding they will need 
throughout life. With children’s mental 
health of increasing concern, we deal with 
some of the real issues affecting children 

Personal, Social and 
Health Education

and give them the opportunity to discuss 
their different experiences, viewpoints 
and attitudes and to listen and respond 
appropriately to others. PSHE is taught 
through discussion, circle time, drama and 
assemblies and covers diverse topics from 
healthy eating to friendship. Also included 
are aspects of citizenship and philosophy.

Planet Earth is our home. It is awesome, 
diverse, inspiring and ever-changing. As 
geographers at POWIIS Primary, we are 
passionate about discovering how our 
world works and what impact humans 
are having on its fragile existence. The 
geography curriculum allows our students 

Geography
to explore aspects of human and physical 
geography that affect their surroundings 
both locally and worldwide. The staff are 
committed to improving the knowledge and 
understanding of their students and also 
developing the thinking skills which are so 
vital in the study of geography.

Information Technology
As we delve deeper into the 21st century, 
Information Technology is increasingly being 
integrated into every area of everyday life. 
As such, an understanding of computing 
and how we can use technology to our 
benefit is a necessity for future generations. 
At POWIIS Primary, children are immersed 
in IT from the first day they start school as 

the use of technology is fully integrated in 
all subject areas. Students will learn basic 
coding and programming skills as well as 
using tools such as animation, movie making 
and editing. They will also be encouraged to 
communicate their ideas using a variety of 
technological tools. 

Modern Foreign Languages
There are incredible psychological benefits of learning another 
language. Research shows that exposing a child to a second language 
while young shapes the brain when it is at its most flexible stage. 
Learning additional languages increases critical thinking skills, creativity 
and flexibility of the mind in young children. In addition, research 
suggests that children who grow up learning additional languages 
develop empathy for others and a curiosity for different cultures and 
ideas, and are better prepared to take their place in a global society. 

Truth | Wisdom | Integrity
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Bahasa Melayu
All students will also be taught Bahasa Melayu, the national language of Malaysia. Malaysian 
students will follow an adapted version of the Malaysian Government Syllabus for Year 1 to 
Year 6. Malaysian Studies is also incorporated into integrated curriculum lessons. This is to 
ensure our Malaysian speakers continue to learn the language as they proceed with their 
studies in an international school. Our goal is to make the children feel comfortable in lessons 
and enjoy exploring their new language, whether Malaysian or Non-Malaysian. 

For Non-Malaysian speakers, we provide an opportunity to learn some basic Bahasa for their 
everyday interactions while living in Malaysia. For our Malaysian speakers, these lessons 
provide additional support to improve their Bahasa proficiency. Bahasa classes take place in 
the curriculum once a week and students practice speaking, reading, listening and writing 
through a themed approach. Malaysian students must also attend a Bahasa ECA.  

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
English as an Additional Language (EAL) is offered for students at POWIIS Primary who may 
need additional support to improve their English language proficiency. The aim of our EAL 
program is to help each student learn the language skills needed to understand the material 
in all of their lessons, and be able to communicate with all members of the school community. 
Being able to do these two things is very important for any child’s success and happiness 
in an English speaking school environment. EAL classes take place every day, and consist 
of a small group of students from each year level. Here, they will practise using English in 
a variety of ways through activities to get them speaking, reading, listening and writing in 
English. Our goal is to make students feel comfortable enough to experiment with their new 
language, as this is the best way for them to improve.

PEP
The Personalised English Programme (PEP) is an exclusive opportunity offered to students 
being exposed to a curriculum in English for the first time. This unique option not only 
allows students to focus on their language acquisition, but also provides a safe, nurturing 
environment in which to explore learning English at the onset of their academic experience 
in an international school. Small shelter class sizes allow for programmes to be tailored to 
each pupil’s individual needs and to develop their skills quickly. PEP students will gradually 
integrate into regular classes by first attempting specialist lessons such as Art and PE, followed 
by Maths, Integrated Studies and finally English. The step by step PEP process encompasses all 
aspects of language learning: listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary 
development.  This progression usually supports students in returning to the mainstream 
environment within one academic year. Their English levels will continue to be monitored 
closely and it is likely that their English development will be supplemented with English as 
an Additional Language classes (EAL) following the PEP immersion. The objective of the PEP 
class is to provide a strong start to multilingual students newly experiencing their education in 
English to allow them to maximise their academic participation and to fulfil their potential. 

Mandarin
At POWIIS Primary, Mandarin is introduced at nursery and is taught throughout the primary 
phase. As one of the fastest growing languages in the world, students will enjoy differentiated 
Mandarin lessons, initially focusing on speaking and listening activities before being 
introduced to more formal reading and writing elements. 

There are three Mandarin levels in each year group. MFL (Mandarin as Foreign Language) 
focuses on listening, speaking and reading skills across different everyday topics. The MSL 
(Mandarin as a Second Language) group will work on recognising Chinese characters and 
using grammatical patterns to construct simple sentences. They will also build on their 
speaking and listening comprehension skills. While the MNL (Mandarin as a Native Language) 
group will concentrate on vocabulary, grammatical structure, speaking and listening, reading 
comprehension and writing according to their level of proficiency. 

PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | Modern Foreign Languages
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Specialist Classes6
Sports & Aquatics
At POWIIS Primary, the physical education department’s top 
priority is to promote a love of sport and exercise in every child. 
Inclusive of this is our aim to prepare students in such a way 
that they feel they have the necessary tools to take up any sport 
during or after their time at POWIIS Primary. 

In order to achieve these goals, we developed our scheme of 
work in a way which utilises the school’s outstanding facilities 
and our teaching or coaching expertise. While offering some 
competitive sporting opportunities, we do not promote sports 
specific training, looking instead at the broader picture. In 
games sessions, we concentrate on developing skills required for 
invasion games, striking and fielding games and net and court 
games. We also venture into creative games, gymnastics, dance, 
orienteering and health / fitness. 

At POWIIS Primary, we offer swimming to all year groups 
throughout the school. Our school swimming curriculum is 
based upon the British Learn to Swim program, helping children 
develop and understand the basic strokes to become confident 
swimmers. As an aquatics department, we also believe it is 
important to introduce other areas of aquatics such as Water 
Polo and Rookie Lifesaving as the children develop through the 
curriculum. We are dedicated to supporting and identifying 
talented swimmers, creating opportunities to train and compete 
for the POWIIS Primary Dragons swim squad. 

Music
At POWIIS Primary, we place great value on our musical 
programme. We aim to foster a lifelong passion for, and 
enjoyment of, music from an early age. Not only do students 
learn about the fundamental inter-related dimensions of 
music as outlined in the National Curriculum for England 
and Wales, but they also develop important transferable skills 
through curriculum lessons, OIP (Orchestral Instrumental 
Programme) lessons, and preparation for concerts, assemblies, 
and productions. Singing together in assemblies is a regular 
occurrence that helps to forge a strong sense of community 
right across the school.

Music Curriculum Lessons
Children in Year 1 have curriculum lessons twice a week, and 
when children begin OIP lessons this is reduced to just one, 
with the rest of their musical studies being taught through the 
OIP. There is a strong focus on singing throughout Key Stages 
1 and 2, and learning is delivered based on the pedagogical 
principles of Dalcroze and Kodály methods. This creative and 
experiential approach allows learners to explore sound and 
music through movement, singing games, conditioning, and 
physical application resulting in well rounded young musicians 
who are curious and musically literate. Wherever possible, cross-
curricular links are drawn from the Integrated Curriculum topic 
that children study in class. This may be a song which reiterates 
the learning, a composition exercise, or the exposure to and 
study of a piece or genre of music that is relevant. Instrumental 
resources including ukuleles, guitars, percussion instruments, 
and keyboards, are used when appropriate to develop ensemble 
skills, coordination, performance, and also for composing.

In the Primary years, children have the opportunity to perform 
in a year group production. Music lessons during the run up 
to these are spent learning songs and rehearsing for the show. 
Musical learning that takes place during this time includes 
honing vocal control and accuracy, understanding the process 
of rehearsal and performance, ensemble skills, and part singing, 
whilst transferable skills practised include self-discipline, 
patience, critical thinking, and awareness.

Truth | Wisdom | IntegrityTruth | Wisdom | Integrity
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The OIP 
(Orchestral Instrumental Programme)

OIP lessons begin in Year 3 (academic year 2020-21), 
or Year 2 (academic year 2021-22). Students can choose 
to specialise in either wind or string disciplines, and the 
variety of instruments on offer broadens as children make 
their way further up the school. Initially children choose 
from ocarina or violin and can branch out from these in 
Key Stage 2 to other string or woodwind instruments. 
The programme runs alongside curriculum lessons 
so a similar holistic approach is used ensuring a deep 
understanding and application of musical concepts. 
Children learn in instrumental groups and content is 
differentiated accordingly to the requirements of the 
group. Learning like this provides a fantastic opportunity 
for children to experience what it is like to be part of 
an instrumental ensemble, even if they do not pursue 
instrumental music as a hobby. Musical sensitivity, 
improvisation, leading and following, sight reading, 
and technical skills are all taught through the OIP. 

Art
At POWIIS Primary, we believe that every child is 
an artist, unique in their own creative way. We aim 
to cultivate our students’ creativity, artistic skills 
and develop an attitude of excellence in Arts & 
Design. We teach them the fundamental elements 
and principles of art, which are the building 
blocks of creating any artwork and introduce 
them to the design thinking process. Students are 
also encouraged to evaluate their own artwork, 
appreciate the work of others and analyse 
different artworks made by famous artists. In Art & 
Design, creativity flourishes when the students are 
having fun and we are committed to developing 
our students. Perhaps one of them may become 
the next great artist of their generation.

17 PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | Specialist Classes 18PRIMARY PROSPECTUS  | Specialist Classes
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Extra-Curricular 
Activities (ECA)

20

Project Rock It’s high time to climb. Develop some basic techniques and 
have fun time clambering the rock wall.

Short Tennis Develop the skills to hit a good forehand, backhand and volley 
in the modified game of short tennis.

Multi-Sports Want to try a sport but not sure which one is right for you? 
Want to just stay active and run around for an hour? Not 
confident with a particular sport but want to practise anyway? 
Each week, multi sports will offer a different team sport, 
activity or game. Come along and enjoy!

Tag Rugby Children will have the chance to learn rugby skills in the non-
contact form of the sport ‘Tag Rugby’

Swimming Children will have the opportunity to swim in a relaxed 
manner making use of the swim equipment to further their 
water confidence and enjoyment of the water. Only available 
to children who are not in our swim squads. Please note, this is 
not a learn to swim club.

Wushu The word ‘Wu’ often translated as martial has the inner meaning 
of “stopping conflict” while ‘Shu’ means art. Therefore, Wushu is 
correctly defined as “the art of stopping conflict”. 

The practice of Wushu, through sets of movements both 
solo and with a partner, empty handed and with a wide 
variety of weapons, develops self-discipline, self-confidence, 
patience and physical and mental fitness. Exponents learn 
how to contribute to and benefit from other members of the 
training group. They are taught to conform to a code of ethical 
behaviour which includes helping the weak, being loyal to 
family, friends and society, and striving to do the right thing in 
whatever situation they might find themselves. 

Above all, Wushu is a positive and fun activity that may be 
practiced and enjoyed by all.

Activity Description

Sport

The creation of a broad and rich ECA programme is an essential 
part of school life and ensures all students have the opportunity to 
develop their talents, build confidence and explore interests above 
and beyond the curriculum. At POWIIS Primary we aim to offer 
outstanding extra-curricular provision, which provides significant 
enrichment to your child’s educational experience. As well as 
building skills and having fun, an effective ECA programme helps 
students develop their social skills as they will often be interacting 
with teachers and students from outside their class or year group. 
When taking part in the ECA programme, we want our students to 
have fun, perhaps try something new, enjoy themselves, to build 
friendships and to work together.

A well-designed ECA programme should provide opportunities for 
children to:

7

White / Red 
Dragons 
Swimming

An opportunity for swimmers to further develop their 
swimming stamina and technique.

ELIGIBILITY: Children will have to attend the swim trial and 
meet the required time standard in two strokes. Selection is 
based on swim trial.

Develop
 their social 

awareness, group 
responsibility 
and empathy

Extend their 
talents and skills 

individually or 
as part of a team

Explore interests 
and take part 

in activities 
irrespective of their 
ability or previous 

experience*
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Activity ActivityDescription Description

Sport Sport

Boys Football The football ECA is an opportunity for children to develop 
fundamental football skills such as dribbling, passing and 
ball control through a variety of individual and group drills. 
Children will be able to then put these skills into practice in 
modified games.

Unicycle / Juggling

Athletics

Aikido

Badminton

You need patience and balance but mastering the unicycle is a 
tremendous achievement. If you would like to give it a go, join 
Coach Gan’s unicycle club. Students to bring their own bicycle 
helmets and cycling gloves for safety reasons.

Running, throwing and jumping activities for boys and girls 
in Key Stage 2. Students will learn about the importance of 
warming up as well as technique and event practice.

Aikido is a Japanese martial art that emphasises on relaxation, 
body movement and leveraging power to control the 
opponents. Children focus on the development of both the 
physiological (body-mind synchronisation, strength, stamina) 
and psychological (harmony, team spirit, respect, focus) 
aspects of a student.

JM Pang, the instructor holds 3rd degree Aikido black belt and 
is currently the highest ranking Malaysia Aikido Association 
(MAA) instructor in Penang. Mr Pang has taught Aikido and 
self-defense to students aged 4 to 70 from various countries 
since 2004.

Develop the skills to hit a good forehand, backhand and smash 
in badminton.

Taekwondo

Mixed Netball

Basketball

T-Ball

Triathlon

Learn skilful, up-to-date techniques in an intensive training 
program in this exciting activity! A recognised WTF (World 
Taekwondo Federation) master, qualified in the latest 
martial arts styles will teach lessons in self-defence, poomsae 
(Taekwondo forms), sparring, kicking and punching. It is ideal 
for improving your fitness, strength, self-confidence, control 
and discipline. Taekwondo will teach you to focus, improve 
your school performance and develop leadership qualities.

Practise and perfect transferable ball game skills including: 
throwing, catching, attacking and defending. Suitable for 
those with no prior experience of netball; you’ll pick it up in no 
time and will really enjoy it!

Coach Chun Jiet has vast experience both as a top player (since 
2003) and coach (since 2011). He was a state representative and 
captain for primary, secondary and college basketball teams. 
Currently, he is coaching in various local and international 
schools, and has led his students to numerous championships.

A striking and fielding activity to develop hitting, catching and 
throwing skills. Students will also learn about game strategy 
through specific game practices.

Triathlon club - what a great way to start your weekend. 
Come and join us for swimming, running and cycling. 
Parents do need to attend this activity and children should 
bring a bike, helmet, swim goggles and hat, a towel, water 
bottle and running shoes.

21

Gymnastics The coach, Mr Jim Foong, was one of the top gymnasts in 
Artistic Gymnastics in his younger days and received many 
awards for his contributions to the sport in Penang. He coaches 
the state’s gymnasts, who among them obtained medals at 
competitions such as National Championships and SUKMA.
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Activity Description

Art & Design

POWIIS Primary 
Artist Guild

Fine Art - 
Sketching & 
Painting

Art & Design - 
Sculpture & Crafts

Students will explore sculpting and crafting processes 
and techniques which are not always covered in the main 
curriculum. It also will give students the opportunity to 
express their ideas through Art, understand the art process, 
explore multiple mediums and develop their artistic identity.

Art Through a range of mediums and project themes, we will 
explore the possibilities of material, develop technical skills, 
and make some great art! Bring your imagination, and create 
to your heart’s content.

Chinese Art & 
Culture

Explore the richness of Chinese art and culture. Students will 
talk about the art associated with some of the big historical 
events and traditional legends. Activities will include 
Chinese painting, paper cutting, and calligraphy. Through 
this, children will better understand the beauty of the 
characters and learn more about Chinese culture.

Chinese Painting 
& Calligraphy

In Chinese painting and calligraphy, we will focus on Chinese 
poetry. From these poems, we will practise painting and 
write poems using calligraphy. The children will learn about 
the structure and strokes of the Chinese characters. Also, 
it gives them a great opportunity to better understand the 
Chinese culture.

A gathering of the Best POWIIS Primary Artists that are 
willing to take on challenging artistic tasks and projects. 
Students will be exposed to creating murals around the 
school, backdrops for school presentations, advanced 
painting lessons and creating special projects. 

ELIGIBILITY: Students will be screened though a talent 
test where they will create their best artwork using their 
preferred art material. The student must also be a dedicated 
artist. Term 1 achievement of the student will also be 
considered in the selection process.

Students will explore and expand on the sketching and 
painting processes and techniques which are not always 
covered in the main curriculum. It also will give students the 
opportunity to express their ideas through Art, understand 
the art process, explore multiple mediums and develop their 
artistic identity.
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Activity Description

Music

Activity Description

Performing Arts

Dance for 
KS1 and KS2 
(Different days)

Love to dance, have lots of energy and enthusiasm? Then this 
club is for you. You will learn to put together a series of dance 
movements, work as a group and have lots of fun.

Stomp, Stamp, 
Boom, Bang

A percussion ensemble that will develop the skills of playing in 
a group and maintaining rhythm using a variety of percussion 
instruments (tuned and untuned). We will also experiment with 
using body percussion techniques and beat boxing. Children 
will also get the chance to make their own instruments.

Drama This will focus on students developing aspects of performance 
drama through a collaborative approach, as well as developing 
student’s drama techniques through a series of fun activities 
and stories.

Ballet
(EYFS, KS1, KS2)
(Beginner /
intermediate level)

Ballet promotes physical strength and agility, can boost 
concentration, develops an understanding of music and rhythm 
and generates a love of movement. Whether your child is 4 or 
14, she can benefit from age-appropriate ballet instruction.

Activity

Music

Jazz Ensemble A basic background of instrumental knowledge for students 
from Grade 3 onwards. The jazz ensemble program will 
develop skills in playing in various jazz styles. The students will 
also learn about teamwork, leadership and the nuts and bolts 
of playing in jazz ensemble.
* This ECA is by invitation only

POWIIS Pipers This fun, supportive and social course requires no previous 
music or recorder experience. The recorder is an extremely 
affordable instrument, relatively straightforward to start and 
is ensemble-friendly early in the learning process. The class will 
focus on the soprano recorder.

POWIIS Rocks Can you sing or play an instrument? Have you got a real 
passion for playing in a band and enjoy working as a team? 
Form your own band in Rock School!

ELIGIBILITY: You must be able to sing or have been playing 
Electric Guitar, Bass Guitar, Drums or Keyboard / Piano for 
at least 1 year. The final selection is by audition.
* Selection is by invitation only

Orchestra Orchestral instrumentalists (not pianists) are required 
to rehearse and perform a variety of music together. 
Students will have the chance to perform as a group in 
assemblies and concerts, mix with like minded musicians, 
and hone leadership and ensemble skills. 

Minimum level on instrument is Grade 1 - 
basic note reading essential.
* This ECA is by invitation only

Key Stage 1 
Choir

Come along and sing with your friends. Learn some new songs 
and sing along to some old favourites.

Junior Choir The Junior Choir is open to all students in Year 3  to Year 6 
and performs at assemblies and significant school events. The 
choir practises at lunch time and sings a variety of songs, some 
chosen by you and some by the music teachers. Come along 
with your childs and enjoy a feel good lunchtime.

Ukulele 
Ensemble

Ukulele club is a fun and relaxed club which welcomes students 
of all abilities between Years 1 and 3. Come and sing and play 
a variety of songs such as ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’, ‘I’m 
Yours’, and ‘Hey Soul Sister’, in a small group setting.

Description
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Activity Description

Others

Activity Description

Others

Cooking Have fun learning how to measure and mix ingredients, 
cook and prepare many different delicious treats.

Science 
Fiction Club

If you enjoy Guardians of the Galaxy, Star Wars and 
other sci-fi adventures, this is the right club for you. 
Explore the elements of science fiction through books, 
magazines and short film clips.

Debating Can We Replace Teachers With Computers? If you enjoy 
discussing questions like this and convincing others, then 
Debate club might be for you. Learn to argue a position and 
respond to someone else’s point of view in a structured and 
fun environment. 

Bahasa A chance for children to improve their speaking, reading 
and writing of Bahasa. Activities will include basic dialogue 
and creative approaches to improve vocabulary and 
conversational skills.

ELIGIBILITY: Malaysian students

Picture Book 
Lovers

Each week we will read a new picture book followed by 
discussion and an activity related to the book.

Young 
Librarian & 
Book Club

Ever wanted to see what goes on behind the scenes in the 
library? Now is your chance! In the ECA you will learn how to 
become a young librarian. You will become an advanced user 
of Destiny Quest, learn how to check in and out books, and 
learn how the library works as well as try to uncover some lost 
treasures, books that have been overlooked.

IT 
Programming 
(Coding)

Coding is becoming an essential basic skill - just like reading, 
writing, and mathematics - for a student to thrive in the 21st 
century digital age. Whether you are interested in science or 
arts, love animals or sports, coding can help you pursue your 
interests now and could open up countless opportunities in 
the future. This program uses the gamification concept to 
guide students to design their own computer game. Applying 
game-design elements in non-game contexts engages the 
students by leveraging their natural desires for socialising, 
learning, mastery, competition, achievement, status, and 
self-expression. Students complete a series of projects leading 
up to designing their very own computer game using Design 
Thinking methodology and Game Design Document concept. 
Along the way, they learn the essential fundamentals in 
computer programming and elements of gamification. 
The concepts learned are useful no matter what programming 
languages they use in the future and also in whatever contexts 
to which they apply the concept of gamification.

Movie Making ‘Movie Making’ will involve all aspects of the movie 
making industry including script writing, characterisation, 
scene making, line learning, creating props and costumes, 
acting in front of camera and marketing.

Hand Sewing Students will learn some basic hand stitch techniques 
and some intricate ones as they progress. Apart from 
that, students will also do some mini projects such as key 
chains, pillows, shoes for their toys, cross stitch and many 
others. These projects will tap into their creative thinking 
skills in addition to mastering the basic skills of sewing.

Lego Design and build your own amazing Lego models. We 
shall be making models together to explore 3D design and 
construction techniques as well as creating instruction 
manuals for others to follow.
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