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Message from the Principal
enjoyment, social and cultural capital, social

Dear Parents and Guardians,

interaction, knowledge, creativity, empathy, self-

MARCUS SHERWOOD
Principal of
POWIIS Primary

I hope you have had a good week and managed to

expression and understanding of self and others.

stay positive despite the news of the extension of the

Source: Read on. Get on

MCO to 18 February. For many families in the POWIIS

• Children who read for enjoyment are likely to do

community, the coming weeks are particularly

significantly better at school than their peers.

special as they prepare for Chinese New Year/Seollal.

Source: Sullivan and Brown, 2013

In Chinese astrology, each zodiac year (rat, ox, tiger,
rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster,

If you can find the time, please try to read with your

dog and pig) is associated with one of five elements:

children. Time spent reading together is one of the

Gold (metal), Wood, Water, Fire and Earth; 2021 is

greatest investments you can make in their future.

the year of the Metal Ox. I hope you will join us on
Monday morning for a special CNY assembly and if

On Thursday this week, our Year 6 children and

you are looking forward to celebrating- Gong Xi Fa

their parents had an opportunity to hear from Mrs

Cai or 행복한 설랄.

Hawtree, Principal of POWIIS, Deputy Principals
Mrs Clarke and Mr Cambra and Head of Year 7, Ms

With the ongoing restrictions many of our calendared

Wijewardena, regarding what life in Year 7 is going

events (including Science/Tech exhibition, parent

to be like in terms of the curriculum, culture and

workshops, International Day and the Year 4

environment. They also had a chance to listen to first

production) have had to be postponed to later in

hand experiences from our current Year 7 students,

the third term. However, an event unaffected by the

and to ask them questions. Providing these

disruptions is this year’s Book Week. The activities

information sessions is important and goes a long

will take place during the first week of March and

way towards demystifying the transition process,

further details regarding these (including a new

both for the children and their parents. Later in the

House Competition) have been provided by Miss

year, I hope to invite Mrs Hawtree and her team in to

Boyle and Mrs O’Donnell below. I am always excited

share their exciting plans for POWIIS with the wider

by Book Day/Book Week as I believe it celebrates

POWIIS Primary parent body.

one of the most important academic skills any child/
person needs to master: learning to read.

Have a good weekend and keep safe.

Here are a couple of interesting but not unexpected
research findings:

• 73% of 8-13 year olds read to themselves when
they are read to every day or nearly every day.

Source: Nielsen Children’s Deep Dive 2017

• Reading

engagement

and

reading

for

pleasure lead to a range of social, personal
and

intellectual

outcomes.

Second Hand Uniforms
You may drop your clean, used uniforms in
the boxes at the school lobby anytime from
8am - 12pm.

These

Catch our Monday’s
Live Assembly
8th Feb 2021
at 8am!

include

Important Dates for February & March 2021
8 February

Chinese New Year Assembly

11-17 February

Half term break

1-5 March

Book Week

POWIIS PRIMARY CONNECT
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Learnings of the week
Year 3s have been learning about hieroglyphics and how
cartouches were vital in breaking the code of the Rosetta Stone.
They had to make their own cartouche with their name on it.
Here are some of their creations.

This week, the Year 1s explored what different landscapes and
terrains looked like and some they have been to. They then
created their own dioramas of the terrain they chose. We loved
seeing how creative the children were in this activity.

BOOK WEEK - Save the date!
Please note 1st - 5th March in your diaries.
Book Week is fast approaching and there
are a range of fun literary activities coming
your way. These include: mystery readers,
book swaps, dress up day, baking and
more!
In the run up to Book Week, POWIIS
Primary will again be taking part in a
House Reading Competition. After the
amazing achievements of last year, where
together we read around the world and
for a total of almost 1800 hours, we would
like to introduce a new challenge. Not
reading miles... but metres!

We’re going METRIC! This time, for each
book read you will earn 1m for your House.
Our challenge is to see which House

The excitement at the arrival of an
unknown reader was one of the
highlights of Book Week.

can reach the top of Penang Hill, which
stands at a height of 830m.

This year will look a little different as
we abide by SOPs and so we ask that
This competition will launch on Monday
volunteers film themselves reading a
8th February and details will be shared in
story... in disguise! This could be a funny
Assembly.
filter or background applied to the video,
wearing fake glasses or full fancy dress,
whilst sharing a book. The video can then
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UPCOMING
Student Events
Virtual Swimming Championships
Online Short Story & Art Competitions
Online Strategic Plan Cover Design Competition
Primary Maths Challenge
Race4Good, Race 1 2021

Student Event
HIGHLIGHTS
Virtual Dance Competition
Drama Monologue Challenge
Online Design & Technology Competition
Virtual Film & Animation Festival
Online English and Languages Competitions
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Virtual Film & Animation Festival
Online English and Languages Competitions

Surviving the Pandemic
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Demonstrated remarkable compassion and resilience in the face of a global pandemic;
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FOBISIA just held it’s first ever
virtual conference over 2 days,
with a line up of 11 expert speakers,
48 live sessions, 69+ schools,
enriching 500+ Sport & PE teachers!

website regularly.

